GRADE 8 – SOCIAL STUDIES (AMERICAN STUDIES)
Mr. N. Del Bueno

I. Course of Study

This course is designed for each student to learn and examine: 
· The different social, political, and physical developments that have helped to shape the United States.  
· The development of our nation and how it came to be the way we know it today.  Such topics will include Citizenship, Economics, Political Parties, and Voting/Elections.  
· The Constitution, our three branches of government, our Bill of Rights/Amendments, the Civil War, and Civil Rights/Women’s Rights.

II. Homework/Quizzes/Tests

35% of your grade is based on your test score average. At the end of each unit, a test will be given to assess the students’ knowledge of the concepts within that unit.  Some assignments/projects may be worth a test grade (writing assignments, scrapbooks, etc.)

**Students who are absent from a quiz/test, must see me immediately to schedule a make-up exam.    Students, unless other arrangements have been made, have one week from the original day of the quiz/test to make it up.
30% of your grade is based on your quiz score average. Throughout each unit, quizzes will be given accordingly to what has been covered to determine the students’ progress.  Some assignments/projects may be worth a quiz grade (writing assignments, scrapbooks, etc.)

**Late assignments that are worth a test or quiz grade decrease by ten points per day late.
25% of your grade is based on class work assignments for each marking period.  Class work that was not finished during instruction time in many cases may be completed at home and handed in for full credit the next day. 10 points will be deducted each day an assignment is late and work will not be accepted after 1 week.
10% of your grade is based on homework assignments for each marking period.  In this case the homework will consist of a term paper usually assigned four weeks after the marking period has begun.  The paper will be five pages and consist of a topic related to our units of study.
III. Participation

· Full class participation, behavior, effort, and attitude will help your average at the end of each marking period.  
· This class is structured around individual and group work.  
· Students will develop social skills by working together in order to succeed in school and in today’s 21st century work force.  
· While students must work in groups to produce results, they will always be graded individually. 
IV. Conference Periods

I will be here early in the morning if you need extra help or to talk to me for any reason.  Parents/guardians should feel free to contact via email for any questions or to schedule an appointment.

V. Contact Information

Email Address: n.delbueno@hackensackschools.org
VI. Special Accommodations

Any students who require special accommodations in the classroom, that I am not aware of, should let me know as soon as possible to arrange the proper accommodations.
VII. Procedures/Routines/Expectations in the Classroom

All school rules apply in this classroom.  If you are not familiar with them by now, they are listed in your planner.
All students are expected to adhere to the following classroom rules at all times:
· All students are expected to come to class on time.  We will then begin with an assignment, which may either be on the smart board or handed out.  Students will practice coming to class on time in order to prepare them for today’s workforce.

· All students are expected to come to class prepared everyday (pen and planner).
· Students will be allowed to use the bathroom after the first 15 minutes of class and before the last 15 minutes of class

· All students are responsible for work that is missed when absent.  This includes notes, class work, 
homework, notes, quizzes, tests, etc.  It is not the teachers’ responsibility to remember 

who is missing work on what day.
· All students are expected to be respectful of their classmates, themselves, and me at all times. Students will understand that the only way to gain respect is to show respect to themselves and others.
**Any failure to comply with either the District Policies and/or the Classroom Policies will result in disciplinary action. Continued failures to comply may result in write-ups/Administrative action.  
VIII. Units of Study
Unit #1: Political Parties, Voting, and Elections 

Timeframe: September 4 – October 15

Unit #2: Creating a New Nation 

Timeframe: October 18 – November 18

Unit #3: Westward Expansion 

Timeframe: November 19 – December 23
Unit #4: The Civil War
Timeframe: January 3 – January 20 

Unit #5: Framework of the Constitution and the Preamble 

Timeframe: January 21 - January 24
Unit #6: Article I – The Legislative Branch

Timeframe: January 26 – February 15

Unit #7: Article II – The Executive Branch

Timeframe: February 16 – March 20

Unit #8: Article III – The Judicial Branch

Timeframe: March 21 – April 19

Unit #9: Articles IV – VII and Constitution Wrap-up

Timeframe: April 20 – May 2

Unit #10: The Bill of Rights

Timeframe: May 3 – May 14

Unit #11: Amendments 11 – 27/ Civil Rights/Women’s Rights
Timeframe: May 14 – May 30
Unit #12: WWI/WWII/The Holocaust
Timeframe: June 1 – June 18

