
Your Name _________________________________________________
Period _________________

Pre-AP  English 1 CONTRACT

Ms. Shaw

Teacher information

Ms. Stephanie Shaw 


Room 276


HHS English Department


East Wing, 2nd floor

E-mail address: 
s.shaw@hackensackschools.org 


Website: 
http://hackensack.nj.k12us.com/s.shaw

HHS homepage: 
www.hackensackhigh.org


Homework Now: 
www.homeworknow.com


COURSE OVERVIEW

The primary goal of this course is to prepare you for the rigor of an advanced placement English course and provide you with the tools necessary to succeed in college.  The course is designed will develop skills in synthesizing, literary analysis, researching, critical thinking, vocabulary, grammar, reading, speaking and listening.

This year we will review a number of short stories and novels that will strengthen our skills as readers and, in turn, make us better writers.

Classroom Rules and Policies

Rules

Rules are necessary to create a productive, positive and safe classroom environment. It is the students’ responsibility to follow all classroom rules. It is the teacher’s responsibility to enforce all rules in the interest of fairness and equity. 

1. Follow the directions of the teacher the first time they are given.

2. Arrive to class before the bell rings and sit in your assigned seat.

3. Come to class each day with all necessary materials needed to participate in the activities of the day. Necessary materials include a pen and paper. 

4. Refrain from verbally or physically distracting others from classroom activities.

5. Do not bring food, candy, drinks, hats or electronic equipment (cell phones, BlackBerry devices, Sidekicks, Treos, PSPs, iPods, MP3 players) into the classroom.

6. Treat all people in the classroom with common courtesy and respect.

Discipline Procedures

Violation of the rules will invoke a procedure of progressive discipline. The basic steps in the procedure are outlined below.

1. First Step – 

Verbal warning

2. Second Step – 
After-class conference with teacher

3. Third Step – 
Administrative contact (Deans, Department Chairperson, Vice Principals, 

Principal and/or Superintendent of Schools) and parental contact

4. Fourth Step – 
Immediate exclusion from class and referral to appropriate 

administrator(s)
Students involved in serious offenses including refusal to follow the instructions of the teacher, vandalism, acts of violence or severe disrespect to others will be immediately removed from the classroom. 

Positive Recognition

Positive actions of students will also be recognized. Good behavior and academic performance will be noted by verbal praise and/or positive communication with parents, guidance counselors, other teachers and coaches. 
Organization

In order to be successful anywhere, you must be organized. Organization requirements for this class are intended to help you succeed and will undoubtedly prepare you for whatever endeavors you choose to pursue after graduation.

Pen – You need to have a pen with you at all times. It is advisable for you to have a variety of writing instruments with you at any given time so that you are never unprepared. It is unacceptable for you to borrow pens from others in the class – get your own things!

Subject notebook / binder – You must have an English notebook and/or binder with you at all times for taking notes and for obtaining paper. All spiral notebooks should have perforated edges, and binders should have a designated section for English.

Folder(s) – You will need a folder specifically designated for English class, as you will be receiving a large number of handouts. If you have a loose-leaf notebook, you may want to use a hole puncher to keep handouts in the English section of your binder. If you do not have a binder, you must have a folder or folders to keep all of your handouts with you at all times.

ASSIGNMENTS
–All assignments must be completed and handed in on standard 8.5” x 11” paper. Word processed/typed assignments are preferable to handwritten assignments. Ragged edged paper from non-perforated spiral notebooks is not acceptable. All assignments should contain first and last name of student, due date of assignment, period of class, and assignment summary (for example, “Hamlet Act 1 questions”, “Resume – 2nd draft”, or “Vocabulary Week 12 Review”).

PROJECTS

Long-term written and oral assignments will be graded in conjunction with a rubric specific to that assignment that outlines the instructor expectations.  Late long-term assignments will be penalized a full letter grade for each day late.

TESTS / QUIZZES

Tests will be given twice a marking period.  Tests will cover the works we have read and how those texts relate to the broad themes discussed in class.  Tests will consist of short answer and essay questions.

Quizzes will be given once a week to ensure students understand key concepts discussed in class.  Quizzes will usually consist of multiple choice and/or short answer questions.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS
Writing assignments are all assignments that are assigned more than a day before their due date, excluding the research paper.  Writing will be graded not only for content, but also spelling and grammar. All writing assignments must be typed and MLA format.  It is strongly recommended that you spell check, peer-edit, revise, and then re-read your work to confirm it is suitable for submission.

CLASS PARTICIPATION

Because your participation in this class extends beyond our short time together in the classroom, your average test, quiz, or homework grades will also affect your participation grade.  A student’s base class participation grade will be calculated by the average of their weekly grades, with points then subtracted or added based on in-class participation.
HOMEWORK

Students will be expected to place all homework on my desk in the appropriate location before the bell signals the beginning of class.  Homework placed on my desk after the start of class will be marked as late.

I will accept late homework but at a penalty to your grade.  Assignments will be marked down a full grade for each day they are late.  After a week of being assigned, late homework will automatically receive a score of 50%.

GRADING

Your marking period grade will be computed in the following way:
	
	     
	

	Projects / Long-Term Assignments
	     
	25% 

	Tests / Quizzes
	     
	25%

	Writing Assignments
	     
	20%

	Class Participation
	     
	20%

	Homework
	
	10%


Grading Deductions

	Late to class without a pass………………………...
	Each unexcused late counts as one unwaived absence unless student serves detention after school (as per school rules).



	Misuse or abuse of hall pass……………………….


	Hall pass privilege suspended for the remainder of the marking period.



	Late Homework……………………….……………
	Ten (10) points off for each day past due date.



	Late Make-Up Work……………………………….
	Ten (10) points off for each day after 1-day grace period.



	Class cut *………………………………………..
	Ten (10) points off marking period grade for each class cut.



	Cheating and/or plagiarism………………………...
	Automatic zero for all involved.



	More than five (5) unwaived absences 

per marking period…………………………………
	One (1) point off marking period grade for each absence over five (5). If you have more than 16 absences over the course of the year, you will not receive credit for the class.


* - Any absence from class when you are in school (band lessons, guidance appointments, in-school activities, sport practices) must be cleared with the teacher before class. If absence is not cleared before class, it will count as a cut.
Glossary of Terms

	abuse of hall pass 
	–
	using the hall pass with excess frequency; using the hall pass on a daily or weekly basis



	cheating
	–
	copying someone else’s work; giving your work to someone so they can copy it; obtaining answers dishonestly; using information and/or essays from the internet without crediting your source



	class participation
	–
	the act of being engaged in class, both mentally and verbally; taking risks, asking questions, answering questions, offering thoughts and opinions related to class; being attentive to the teacher and to classmates; following class rules



	courtesy
	–
	Behavior that exhibits consideration and politeness towards others



	grace period
	–
	a period of time during which you will not be penalized



	homework
	–
	any assignment given over a period of time to be completed at home (all assignments will be posted on homeworknow.com)



	late homework
	–
	homework that is handed in after the assignment was due



	late to class
	–
	arriving to class after the late bell has rung



	make-up work
	–
	homework that is handed in after the assignment was due as a result of a waived or an unwaived absence (all make up work is due one day after you return to class)



	misuse of hall pass
	–
	using the hall pass for something other than using the nearest restroom or the nearest drinking fountain



	plagiarism
	–
	a piece of writing that has been copied from someone or something else and is being presented as your own work



	refrain
	–
	to not do



	respect
	–
	an attitude of appreciation, consideration and high regard



	unwaived absence
	–
	an absence (from school or from class) that is not excused by the school and/or the teacher



	waived absence
	–
	an absence (from school or from class) that has been excused by the school and/or the teacher



	written work
	–
	all work completed in class and for homework




Name _____________________________________________________
Period _________________

Students

It is important that you take responsibility for your actions throughout the school year. Please re-read the classroom rules and procedures for Ms. Shaw’s class. Fill out the appropriate portions below to indicate that you understand what is expected of you, and have your parent/guardian do the same thing.

Student Acknowledgment

I, _________________________________________________ affirm that I have read Ms. Shaw’s 




Print your full name here

classroom rules and policies and I agree to follow these rules for the duration of the school year. If I 

choose not to adhere to these rules, I understand that Ms. Shaw will follow disciplinary procedure as 

outlined in the rules.

Signed ___________________________________________________
Date __________________




Your signature






Today’s date

Parents

Please read the classroom rules and procedures that I have presented to your child. Then fill out the appropriate portions below to indicate that you understand and support the rules for my English class. Please also take a few moments to provide me with your daytime contact information so that I can keep you informed as to your child’s progress throughout the year. Thank you!


Parent/Guardian Acknowledgement

I, _________________________________________________ affirm that I have read Ms. Shaw’s 




Print your full name here

classroom rules and policies with my son/daughter and I agree to support Ms. Shaw’s enforcement 

of these rules as they relate to my child.

Signed ___________________________________________________
Date __________________

Your signature






Today’s date











        Please circle one:

Daytime phone number 
_____________________________________
home
 work  
cell

Evening phone number 
_____________________________________
home
 work  
cell

E-mail address 
_____________________________________

Best time(s) to call 
_____________________________________

