Shaw

CP English 4


Whose essay are your reviewing? __________________________________________________

Your name ____________________________________________________________________

College Essay Assessment Form

After reading your partner’s essay, please answer the following questions to the best of your ability.

1) 
Which of the essay topics did the person select? (check one)
· Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or ethical dilemma you have faced and its impact on you.

· Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and its importance to you.

· Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence.

· Describe a character in fiction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in art, music, science, etc.) that has had an influence on your, and explain that influence.

· A range of academic interests, personal perspectives, and life experiences adds much to the educational mix. Given your personal background, describe an experience that illustrates what you would bring to the diversity in a college community, or an encounter that demonstrated the importance of diversity to you.

· Topic of your choice.

2) 
In your own words, summarize this essay. (Your summary will help the author of the essay to see if he/she effectively communicated what he/she wanted to say to the reader.)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


3) 
As far as you can tell, has the person typed their essay in Times New Roman 12 point font (same font as this Assessment Form)? (check one)
· Yes

· No

4) 
As far as you can tell, is this essay double-spaced and set with 1” margins? (check one)
· Yes

· No

This mini-paragraph is double-spaced and typed in Times New Roman 12 point font. Additionally, the margins of this Assessment Form are set at 1” all around. 

5) 
Has the person answered the question or directly addressed the prompt they selected? 

(check one)
· Yes

· No

6) 
On a scale of 1-10, how original would you say this essay is? (check one)
1 = completely unoriginal, banal
    10 = completely out of the ordinary; refreshingly unique!

· 1 

· 2

· 3

· 4

· 5

· 6

· 7

· 8

· 9

· 10

7) 
How would you rate the person’s use of vocabulary? (check one)
1 = poor; common, simple words

10 = excellent diction without “over thesaurizing”

· 1 

· 2

· 3

· 4

· 5

· 6

· 7

· 8

· 9

· 10

8) 
How clear is this person’s writing? (check one)
1 = unclear and hard to follow

10 = clear, vivid prose that is easy to read and follow

· 1 

· 2

· 3

· 4

· 5

· 6

· 7

· 8

· 9

· 10

9) 
What is the strongest part of this person’s essay? (check one)
· Introduction

· Body

· Conclusion

10) What part of this essay needs the most work? (check one)
· Introduction

· Body

· Conclusion

11) Does this person use varied sentence structure, or are their sentence either all long or


all short? (check one)
· varied sentence structure

· sentence structure is somewhat varied

· sentence structure is not too varied

· sentences are either all long or all short

12) Did the first sentence catch your attention? Why or why not?

	

	

	

	


13) Does the essay reveal something unique, special or different about the person who 


wrote it? What?

	

	

	

	

	


14) How would you fill in the following blank based on the essay?: “I want to accept you to this college because our school needs more ______________________________________.”
	

	

	

	

	

	


15) What parts of the essay do not support the person’s main argument or are immaterial 

to their case? Go back through the essay and put brackets [ ] around any parts of the essay, sentences or words that you think are irrelevant or that are not crucial parts of the essay as a whole.

16) Now that you’ve responded to the content and the overall effect of the essay, go back 


and make comments/suggestions on the essay itself.

Not sure what to write? Pretend you are having a conversation with the writer:

What are you saying here?

Not clear.

Too much verbiage.

Repetitive.

Fragment.

Run-on.

Doesn’t seem like “you.”

Use a different word here.

How does this relate to the prompt?

Weak intro/body/conclusion

Strong intro/body/conclusion

Nicely stated.

Well-put.

Nice use of humor.

Effective use of figurative language.

Good diction.

Great anecdote.
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