Name _____________________________________________________
Date _____________








Period ____________

Denotation and Connotation

Denotation – the specific dictionary meaning of a word

Connotation – the tone of a word; the emotions or associations a word normally arouses in people using, hearing or reading it

Connotation of a word may be

· favorable

· unfavorable

· neutral

For each word listed, label the connotation as either F (favorable), U (unfavorable) or N (neutral).

1. _________
house

2. _________
home

3. _________
gloomy

4. _________
refreshing

5. _________
snob

6. _________
controlling

7. _________
assertive

8. _________
slender

9. _________
juvenile

10. ________
female

11. ________
chick

12. ________
lady


13. ________
cheap

14. ________
wealth

15. ________
money

16. ________
bum

17. ________
smell

18. ________
odor

19. ________
aroma

20. ________
cook

21. ________
chef

22. ________
perspiration

23. ________
sweaty

24. ________
drive

25. ________
chauffer

26. ________
vintage

27. ________
outdated

28. ________
reckless

29. ________
confident

30. ________
conceited

Literal and Figurative Usage

When a word is used in a literal sense, it is being employed in its primary meaning. It is meant to be read in a logical and/or realistic way.

When a word (or phrase) is used in a figurative way, it is being employed in a symbolic or nonliteral way.

Some types of figurative language include similes, metaphors and personification.

For each sentence, indicate whether the sentence is describing something literal or figurative by writing an L (for literal) or an F (for figurative) on the line provided.

1. ________
The mouse sat quietly in the corner.

2. ________
She was as quiet as a mouse.

3. ________
His room was a mess.

4. ________
His room was a pigsty.

5. ________
I am extremely bored.

6. ________
I’m dying of boredom.

7. ________
When the circus came to town, some of the performers stayed in our spare bedrooms.

8. ________
Living with my brothers and sisters is like living in the middle of a circus.

9. ________
The sun was shining all day.

10. ________
That day, the sun smiled upon us.

11. ________
The golden rays of the sun playfully tickled our upturned faces.

12. ________
His anger was a wild and violent storm that left just as quickly as it came.

13. ________
When he found out about the scandal, he was very angry.

14. ________
My emotions are an open book.

15. ________
I wear my heart on my sleeve.

16. ________
It is often very easy to tell what I am feeling because I am always very expressive.

