Hackensack Middle School Band
6, 7, 8 Syllabus

Instructor: Mr. MacVicar
Contact Information: 862-452-2035 between 8:20 AM and 3:20 PM
Email: m.macvicar@hackensackschools.org
BUILDING A TRADION OF EXCELLENCE
Dear Parents/Guardians:

This is just a brief outline of the expectations and responsibilities that go along with Band Membership.  What is not be covered in these pages is the fun, life lessons, and life-long achievements that come part in parcel with Band Membership.   One of the most important things to consider the saying “You reap what you sew”.  I have challenged your son or daughter to push themselves beyond what they think is attainable, so they can reach gratification for the hard work that they do.

I look forward to this year with great anticipation.  Your students are in for an exciting year and some of the best times of their lives.   I know they are capable of great accomplishments.

Course Descriptions and Objectives:

Concert Band is designed to further develop the students playing technique and aptitude.  The class meets every other day for 50 minutes.  Some of the general objectives are:
* development of proper playing posture    *  development of a proper embouchure 

* the ability to play several major scales     *  understanding of key signatures

* further development of proper playing and rehearsal techniques

* understand new musical terms and phrases while playing appropriate literature

Required Materials:
In addition to their instruments, all students are asked to provide:  

A 1 inch three ringed binder with clear page protectors

A mechanical pencil with an eraser

Class Guidelines:
1. Students will have 4 minutes after the tardy bell rings to be in their seat, ready to play.   Ready to play means with all materials necessary to complete the period.

2. Excessive talking will not be tolerated during instructional time.   There is enough noise taking in account that we have large class size and instruments in our hands.   Quiet during instructional times are standards of effective rehearsals.

3. No gum, food, or drinks will be allowed in the BAND ROOM.   

4. Every instrument, piece of equipment, and piece of music must be returned to their proper places when rehearsal is over.   

5. Use common sense!   You know the difference between right and wrong.   Your best judgment, manners, and courtesy are to be used at all times.   

6. Store instruments in the provided areas or student lockers.   DO NOT LEAVE THEM IN CLASSROOMS OR HALLWAYS.   Each instrument is the student’s individual responsibility.

Grading Policy:

Attitude and Effort:  Students will be given 5 points per day each time they come to class prepared and give 100% effort.   Points are deducted if a student comes unprepared, without materials.  Students also lose points for tardiness, talking out of turn, and disrupting class. 

Playing Tests:

There will be several playing tests.   They will be based on individual growth and knowledge of materials.   This is NOT a competition.  
Performance Attendance:
All performances are announced well in advance.   Participation is mandatory.   Students who miss performances fail for the marking period that the performance falls in.   Excused absences are only granted due to family emergency or illness.   Baseball games, lack of a ride, didn’t feel well are NOT excuses that are acceptable.
Responsibility for school owned musical instruments:

All students will be issued a school owned musical instrument unless otherwise specified.   Student instrument replacement guidelines are as follows:

Flute: $450.00   Clarinet $450.00  Alto Sax $900.00 Tenor Sax $1500.00 Bass Clarinet $2500.00 Trumpet $550.00 Trombone $800.00  Baritone $900.00  Tuba $1500.00

If students lose their school issued instrument, a “Book Fine” will be issued in the amount appropriate to replace the instrument.
Calendar and Announcements:
There will be weekly electronic updates of the HMS Band Event Calendar.   It is the member’s responsibility to be aware of all announcements.  There will be an email list, and I will personal update you when there are notable announcements.

Honors Groups:

These groups are limited in instrumentation.  They include small ensembles, and Jazz Band.  Rehearsals are held on a To Be Announced basis.  The director will make recommendations for membership and the appointments may include auditions if deemed necessary.  
Thanks for your cooperation.  Here’s to a fantastic year!

Musically yours,

T. Michael MacVicar, Director

Please detach and return ASAP!
I have read the objectives with my student_____________________, and we have read through all of the course objectives and guidelines.   I know what my student is responsible for and the expectations that are outlined in the course syllabus.
X_________________________________   Dated_________________

Please include the following information for my database:

Student Name___________________________________________

GRADE____________________ INSTRUMENT______________
Parents Name​___________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

Home Phone____________________________________________

Parents Cell Phone_______________________________________

Email Address__________________________________________

