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CP English 4


College Essay Self Edit

· In the margin of your essay, number each paragraph.

· Mark a slash after each sentence.  This will help you identify run-ons, fragments, and ensure that you’ve varied your sentence structure.

· Circle your transitional words and phrases (examples: therefore, finally, as a result, additionally).  If you don’t have them, you must add them.

· Highlight your thesis statement (this is the single sentence that identifies the purpose of your essay).  The inability to find it may mean that you don’t have one.

· If you don’t have one, at the top of your essay, identify the topic (central idea) of your essay (what was the experience? and what was its impact? –the thesis has to answer both questions)–write it out.  Remember you were supposed to write about a single experience that had an impact on you.

· Circle all misspelled words.  

· Find two areas where you can join two sentences with a semicolon or a comma with a coordinating conjunction (and, or, nor, so, for, yet) –add them.

· Circle all contractions.   For the revision, you need to get rid of the contractions.  To give your essay a formal tone, you avoid the use of contractions. 

· Finally, read your essay aloud.  You will hear when you’ve worded things awkwardly, when you’ve left a word out, used the wrong word, or have been repetitive.  Don’t rely on a silent read; your mind knows what it meant to say and you may miss mistakes because your mind automatically makes the correction.

· Typed revision is due on Monday, 10/5/09.  Please hand in all elements of the writing process (two rough drafts, two college essay assessment packets and revised first “final” draft).  You will not get credit if any portion is missing!

