Literary Analysis of “The Cask of Amontillado”

Directions: On a separate sheet of paper:

· Answer each of the following questions

· Use complete sentences.  

· Staple this sheet to your answer sheet.

· Be sure to use quotation marks around any direct quotes and ALWAYS cite the page number (paraphrasing or quoting!!!!)

· In order to receive full credit you must answer all of the questions!!!

1. When the narrator says he must “punish with impunity” what does he mean?

2. What was Fortunato wearing when the narrator met him?  Explain why this is ironic.

3. What is Montresor’s motto and family emblem?

4. Exactly how does Montresor get his revenge?

5. At the resolution of the story, what do we learn about when these events took place?  Explain whether Montresor has succeeded in punishing “with impunity”.

6. How does Poe use dramatic irony –that is, what do we know that Fortunato does not know about why he has been invited down into the vaults?

7. Which of Montresor’s comments to the unsuspecting Fortunato are examples of verbal irony?  Find at least two verbatim quotes.  (you must have more than 2 quotes in order to receive credit for this questions)

8. What does Fortunato’s name mean?  What irony can you find in the victim’s name?

9. What sign does Montresor give Fortunato to prove he is a mason?  How does Montresor’s “proof” foreshadow to us the crime that is about to occur?

10. What is the mood of the story?  Make a list of words, images, and details that allow you to infer the mood.
