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Making Sense of Prose Passages

Identify as many literary elements as possible in each prose passage. 
Passage: ________________________________________________________________
Plot 
Due to the length of each passage, there will be little (if any) plot (plot is a series of episodes in a narrative). 
What episodes are carried out (if any) in this passage? 
	

	

	

	

	


Is there any evidence of foreshadowing?

	

	

	


Setting
Although setting is technically the time and place of a work, see if you can pick up on any additional information that might add to your understanding of the passage. 
Where and when do you think the work takes place? How do you know?

	

	

	

	

	


Are there any clues about the socio-economic setting? What are they?
	

	

	

	


Does the work seem to be set in the United States, or in a foreign country? What clues can you find that inform these possibilities?

	

	

	

	


Character 
Traditionally, characters carry out the plot. It is around the characters that the plot revolves and the theme is developed.
Is there a main character in the passage? Who?
	

	


If there is a main character, what do you know/what can you tell about what he or she says? 
	

	

	

	


If there is a main character, what do you know/what can you tell about what he or she thinks? 
	

	

	

	


If there is a main character, what do you know/what can you tell about how he or she acts and interacts? 
	

	

	

	

	

	


If there is a main character, what do you know/what can you tell about how he or she reacts? 
	

	

	

	

	

	


What do all of these things tell you about the character?

	

	

	

	

	

	


Theme
Chances are that you will not be able to figure out the theme simply from reading a short passage. 
Can you take a guess at what the theme might possibly be from the excerpt?

	

	

	

	


Point of view 
Identify the vantage point from which the story is told.
What is the point of view?

	

	


First person – The narrator is the story’s protagonist. (I went to the store.)

Third-person objective – The narrator is an onlooker reporting the story. (She went to the store.)

Third-person omniscient – The narrator reports the story and provides information unknown to the character(s). (She went to the store, unaware that in three minutes she would meet her long-lost mother selling apples on the corner.)

Stream of consciousness – A narrative technique that puts the reader in the mind and thought processes of the narrator, no matter how random and spontaneous that may be.

Stage manager – A technique (usually limited to drama/plays) that utilizes a character who comments omnisciently on the action and on the characters.

Interior monologue – This technique (also usually limited to drama/plays) reflects the inner thoughts of the character.

Tone
What feeling does the author create through diction and style? 
Choose a word from the list below or come up with your own.

Bitter

Objective

Idyllic

Joyous

Compassionate

Reverent

Sarcastic

Mocking 

Spiritual

Wistful

Nostalgic

Satiric

Humorous

Macabre

Scathing

Sentimental

Confidential

Factual

Inspiring

Patriotic

Detached

Disdainful

Informal

Facetious

Critical

Laudatory
Mock-serious

Reflective
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