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        English 4

Oedipus The King

STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS


Directions: When answering the study guide questions, be sure you:

· Use a separate sheet of paper.
· Use the question stem (use part of the question to begin your answer)

· Use complete sentences

· Provide specific textual support
· Cite all answers with the page numbers  (5) at the end of your response inside parentheses, unless otherwise noted.  
· Your responses will not be accepted for full credit if you do not provide citations!!!

Prologue

1. What conditions in Thebes does the Priest describe at the opening of the play?

2. What request does the Priest make of Oedipus?  Explain why he would seek Oedipus’ help.

3. What news does Creon bring from Apollo concerning what must be done to rid Thebes of the plague?

4. What is the misinformation that Creon reports that “helps” Oedipus?

5. Identify and explain the dramatic irony in Oedipus’ speech on page 6. 
6. What god does the Chorus blame in the speech and why and what god do they want to visit them and why?
· Your answers must fully explore the question.  

· Your responses may be several sentences in length.

· You’re graded on the completeness of your response and your ability to follow the directions listed at the top of this sheet.  

· Be sure to proofread if you type your homework.  ALSO- print the homework before you come to class.

· This assignment will be worth two homework assignments.
Skipping 1= 65

Skipping 2= 50

Skipping 3 or more= No Credit

Directions: When answering the study guide questions, be sure you:

· Use a separate sheet of paper.
· Use the question stem (use part of the question to begin your answer)

· Use complete sentences

· Provide specific textual support
· Cite all answers with the page numbers  (5) at the end of your response inside parentheses, unless otherwise noted.  
· Your responses will not be accepted for full credit if you do not provide citations!!!

First Episode

7. Identify and explain an example of dramatic irony in Oedipus’ opening speech on page 14.  *no citations needed*

8. Explain the dramatic irony in Tiresias’ responses to Oedipus’ questions on page 19.  *no citations needed*

9. When Tiresias finally answers Oedipus’ questions, how does Oedipus react?  (what does he have to say about why Tiresias would say such a thing)  

10. What does Tiresias go on to prophesize on page 26?  *no citations needed*

· Your answers must fully explore the question.  

· Your responses may be several sentences in length.

· You’re graded on the completeness of your response and your ability to follow the directions listed at the top of this sheet.  

· Be sure to proofread if you type your homework.  ALSO- print the homework before you come to class.

· This assignment will be worth two homework assignments
Skipping 1= 65

Skipping 2= 50

Skipping 3 or more= No Credit

Directions: When answering the study guide questions, be sure you:

· Use a separate sheet of paper.
· Use the question stem (use part of the question to begin your answer)

· Use complete sentences

· Provide specific textual support
· Cite all answers with the page numbers  (5) at the end of your response inside parentheses, unless otherwise noted.  
· Your responses will not be accepted for full credit if you do not provide citations!!!

Second Episode

11. How does Creon react to the Chorus telling him what Oedipus said?

12. Of what does Oedipus accuse Creon when they finally confront each other and how is this reaction consistent with his character?

13. In what two ways is Creon related to Oedipus?  *no citations needed*

14. What do the Chorus and Jocasta advocate concerning the dispute?

15. How does Oedipus begin to suspect the truth about Laius’ murder?  

16. How is the killing of Laius and his servants consistent with Oedipus’ character?  **no citations needed*

· Your answers must fully explore the question.  

· Your responses may be several sentences in length.

· You’re graded on the completeness of your response and your ability to follow the directions listed at the top of this sheet.  

· Be sure to proofread if you type your homework.  ALSO- print the homework before you come to class.

· This assignment will be worth two homework assignments
Skipping 1= 65

Skipping 2= 50

Skipping 3 or more= No Credit

Directions: When answering the study guide questions, be sure you:

· Use a separate sheet of paper.
· Use the question stem (use part of the question to begin your answer)

· Use complete sentences

· Provide specific textual support
· Cite all answers with the page numbers  (5) at the end of your response inside parentheses, unless otherwise noted.  
· Your responses will not be accepted for full credit if you do not provide citations!!!

Third Episode

17. What news does the messenger from Corinth bring?

18. How is this “good” news ironically reversed? *no citations needed*

19. At what moment does Jocasta see the truth?

20. How does Oedipus explain Jocasta’s rushing into the palace on page 60?  *no citations needed*

· Your answers must fully explore the question.  

· Your responses may be several sentences in length.

· You’re graded on the completeness of your response and your ability to follow the directions listed at the top of this sheet.  

· Be sure to proofread if you type your homework.  ALSO- print the homework before you come to class.

· This assignment will be worth two homework assignments
Skipping 1= 65

Skipping 2= 50

Skipping 3 or more= No Credit

Directions: When answering the study guide questions, be sure you:

· Use a separate sheet of paper.
· Use the question stem (use part of the question to begin your answer)

· Use complete sentences

· Provide specific textual support
· Cite all answers with the page numbers  (5) at the end of your response inside parentheses, unless otherwise noted.  
· Your responses will not be accepted for full credit if you do not provide citations!!!

Fourth Episode

21. What is Oedipus’ reaction to the Shepherd’s reluctance to answer the questions?  How is this consistent with his character?

Epilogue 

22. What happens to Jocasta?  Be specific. 

23. What did Oedipus do with ‘the golden brooches’ Jocasta was wearing?

24. What reasons does Oedipus give for his actions?

25. What important truth about life does Creon point out to Oedipus?

· Your answers must fully explore the question.  

· Your responses may be several sentences in length.

· You’re graded on the completeness of your response and your ability to follow the directions listed at the top of this sheet.  

· Be sure to proofread if you type your homework.  ALSO- print the homework before you come to class.

· This assignment will be worth two homework assignments
Skipping 1= 65

Skipping 2= 50

Skipping 3 or more= No Credit

