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Sample College Essays

Wrap-up Assignment

Well, we’ve read through a number of the essays together in class. 
You read and responded to all of them on your own. 
Now it is time for you to think critically about these essays:

· What do you want to take away from these samples and bring to your own writing? 
· What do you want to avoid in your own writing? 
· How can you get your essay to reveal something unique, special or different about you?

· What can you do to make your essay stand out?

______________________________________________________________________________
Below is a listing of the ten sample essays and their first lines. On the lines provided, add a few notes of your own that will help you remember the contents and the quality of each essay.
What was the essay about? What did the person reveal about themselves? Did you like the essay? What were some of the positive qualities of the essay? Negative qualities?

Essay #1: “The scene was chilling. Nazi soldiers were rounding up children in the concentration camp.”

	Well-written. Short but to the point. Talked about how Schindler’s List changed feelings about being Jewish…

	

	


Essay #2: “When the phone woke me, I squinted at the blurry numbers on my alarm clock: 2 a.m. In my family, sadly, this is routine.”

	

	

	


Essay #3: “I stared at a photograph of a young boy on tip-toes, grimacing and straining to get a large orange rubber ball through a homemade hoop attached to a chain-link fence.”

	

	

	


Essay #4: “Chinese men are not sprinters.”
	

	

	


Essay #5: “My mouth refused to open. My legs quaked beneath me. My eyes darted around the audience.”

	

	

	


Essay #6: “I am a woman. I am fair-skinned. And I am African-American.”

	

	

	


Essay #7: “My music is more than my after-school activity. Music is my work. And music is my life.”

	

	

	


Essay #8: “As I approach my 25th birthday, I am beginning to realize that my values have changed significantly since I was 18.”

	

	

	


Essay #9: “In life, it is very important to help and teach others in any way possible.”

	

	

	


Essay #10: “Imagine yourself a freshman in high school beginning your independence.”

	

	

	


Now answer the following questions:
1. Which essay, in your opinion, had the best opening line or lines? Why?

	

	

	


2. Do you find that you prefer a short opening line or a longer, more descriptive opening line? Explain.

	

	

	


3. Did you enjoy reading essays that had “stories” or personal anecdotes in them? (For example, Essay #2 – the late night phone call; Essay #4 – the 100 meter sprint; Essay #5 – the stage fright in 6th grade; Essay #10 – the day the author found out her mother was pregnant.) Why or why not?

	

	

	


4. Which of the following essay topics (from the common application) appeals most to you? (Circle one)
a) Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or ethical dilemma you have faced and its impact on you.

b) Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and its importance to you.
c) Indicated a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence.

d) Describe a character in fiction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in art, music, science, etc.) that has had an influence on your, and explain that influence.

e) A range of academic interests, personal perspectives, and life experiences adds much to the educational mix. Given your personal background, describe an experience that illustrates what you would bring to the diversity in a college community, or an encounter that demonstrated the importance of diversity to you.

f) Topic of your choice.

5. What important information or qualities do you think you might want to reveal about yourself in your essay? List all things that you would consider writing about, based on your chosen essay topic.

	

	

	

	


6. Is there a personal story that relates to the essay topic that you might include in your essay? What is it?

	

	

	

	

	


