What do I need to fix in my essay?

Mark a check next to each feature you need to fix for your next draft.  Keep this sheet as well as your original draft; all need to be handed in when you submit your final draft. 

Introduction

_____ Opening sentence.  The opening sentence needs to capture the reader’s attention.  It shouldn’t be commonplace; it shouldn’t restate the question. 

_____ Introductory paragraph.  The introductory paragraph should clearly introduce the topic of the essay.  

_____ Thesis statement.  The thesis statement must clearly inform the reader of the purpose of this essay.

_____
Avoidance of repeating information that will have been stated in the application: basic biographical information (name, age, status –i.e., you’re a high school student, address, place of birth, etc.) 

Supporting Paragraphs

_____
Development of ideas: do each of my supporting paragraphs logically develop 

my thesis?  Which paragraphs need to be fixed? _________________________


_____Sequence: are my supporting paragraphs in a logical order?  Which paragraphs 

need to be moved around? ______________________________

_____ Transition within paragraphs: within each paragraph, there needs to be smooth 

transition.  Which paragraphs need to have transition added? _______________

_____ Focus: each supporting paragraph needs to have a single focus.  Sentences 

containing information that do not pertain to the central topic need to be eliminated.  Which paragraphs need a tighter focus? ______________________

_____ Transition: there must be a logical transition from one paragraph to the next.  

       
Indicate which paragraphs need smoother transition: ____ to ____; 

____ to ____; ____ to ____

Conclusion

_____ The concluding paragraph must adequately conclude your essay.

Grammar & Style

_____
Correct spelling errors

_____
Correct run-ons

_____
Correct fragments

_____
Incorporate sophisticated vocabulary

_____
Incorporate semicolons and commas with coordinating conjunctions to add sophistication to my writing

_____
Incorporate concrete examples- the examples should be specific, not vague: 


Example

· Okay: "I want to help people. I have gotten so much out of life through the love and guidance of my family, I feel that many individuals have not been as fortunate; therefore, I would like to expand the lives of others."  -there are no specific, concrete examples that illustrate the writer’s point.

· Better: "My Mom and Dad stood on plenty of sidelines 'til their shoes filled with water or their fingers turned white or somebody's golden retriever signed his name on their coats in mud. I think that kind of commitment is what I'd like to bring to working with fourth-graders."  -there is a specific, detailed example that illustrates the writer’s point. 
_____
Show not Tell- I’ve used imagery to show my reader my story.  
