Welcome Parents and Guardians

I would like to take the opportunity to welcome you to the adventure and challenge of Pre AP 9.  I am extending my welcome to you because I believe that your active participation in your child’s academic studies is extremely important.  In order for you to facilitate your child’s success, I encourage you to please stress the importance of this class to your child.

The majority of this year’s honors curriculum is based upon critical readings of great works of literature, written assignments and creative projects.  We will also be defining and using vocabulary from the texts we are using throughout the year.  Homework may not be given out on a daily basis, since many assignments are long term and require pacing and discipline to be completed successfully.  However, it is fair to say that your child will always have something to work on for this class.  There is always reading to do either reading it for the first time, or rereading it critically for class discussions.  It is important that your child understands that he/she must be: motivated, organized, prepared, responsible and honest in order to succeed in this class.  Participation in also an integral part of your child’s success, as class discussions, group work and class behavior count significantly toward the marking period average.

It is my goal to help your child prepare for the academic demands of both future AP/Honors courses in the high school and for his/her college English classes.  In the next few weeks your child will have an independent book report novel and a novel that we will be reading in class.  Please encourage your child to keep up with the nightly readings, and do not allow supplemental materials such as Cliff Notes or Sparknotes.com to take the place of literature.

I need you to encourage your child to be diligent in his/her studies and to maintain enthusiasm no matter how challenging an assignment may seem.  During my time with your son/daughter, I will work to the best of my ability to instruct, motivate, interest, and inspire. Be assured, although the workload is great, so too are the rewards! All assignments will be posted on my website, and I update often.  Make sure your child checks with my website he/she is unsure of an assignment or due date. Please encourage your child to see me anytime he/she has a question or concern.  I am ALWAYS ready to help my students.  I am in room 276 during period 10, 2:30-3:15 just waiting for students to seek my help. I also have an email address if your child needs to contact me from home.  I check my email daily up until 10pm. If your child is experiencing trouble, please encourage him/her to see me before an assignment is due.  Late work is unacceptable unless there are very special circumstances.  I look forward to working with you and your child this year.

Thank you for your interest, and for attending back-to-school night! 

Sincerely,

Stephanie Shaw

S.shaw@hackensackschools.org

(201) 646-7933
http://www.hackensackschools.org/webpages/sshaw1

Some Hints for success:

· Provide your child with a dictionary and thesaurus.

· Encourage your child to read! Newspapers, magazines, nonfiction books, graphic novels and poetry can all help to foster a love of reading.

· Try to monitor the amount of time our child spends on the Internet.  While it can be a useful tool at times, it is an easy distraction for students.

· Ask questions!  Be aware of various assignments, readings, quizzes and papers to make sure your child is prepared daily.

· Encourage your child to see me for extra help. It pays off in the end.

· Remember, this is an Honors class.  There is a high level of expectation from your child.  He/she must work to the best of his/her ability in order to fully succeed academically in this class.

· Encourage your child to be a better reader, writer, thinker and speaker; not just in school but in every aspect in his/her life.  

