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In 1869 President Grant appointed a commission of nine men, representing the influence 
and philanthropy of six leading States, to visit the different Indian reservations, and to 
"examine all matters appertaining to Indian affairs." 
 
In the report of this commission are such paragraphs as the following: 
 
"Why should the Indian be expected to plant corn, fence lands, build houses, or do 
anything but get food from day to day, when experience has taught him that the product of 
his labor will be seized by the white man to-morrow?  The most industrious white man 
would become a drone under similar circumstances.   Nevertheless, many of the Indians 
are already at work, and furnish ample refutation of the assertion that 'the Indian will not 
work.'" 
 

"The history of the Government connections with the Indians is a shameful record of 
broken treaties and unfulfilled promises.  The history of the border white man's connection 
with the Indians is a sickening record of murder, outrage, robbery, and wrongs committed 
by the former, as the rule, and occasional savage outbreaks and unspeakably barbarous 
deeds of retaliation by the latter, as the exception." 
 
"The testimony of some of the highest military officers of the United States is on record to 
the effect that, in our Indian wars, almost without exception, the first aggressions have 
been made by the white man; and the assertion is supported by every civilian of reputation 
who has studied the subject...." 
 

To assume that it would be easy, or by any one sudden stroke of legislative policy 
possible, to undo the mischief and hurt of the long past, set the Indian policy of the country 
right for the future, and make the Indians at once safe and happy, is the blunder of a hasty 
and uninformed judgment.  The notion which seems to be growing more prevalent, that 
simply to make all Indians at once citizens of the United States would be a sovereign and 
instantaneous panacea for all their ills and all the Government's perplexities, is a very 
inconsiderate one.  To administer complete citizenship of a sudden, all round, to all 
Indians, barbarous and civilized alike, would be a grotesque a blunder as to dose them all 
round with any one medicine, irrespective of the symptoms and needs of their diseases.  It 
would kill more than it would cure...  
 

However great perplexity and difficulty there may be in the details of any and every plan 
possible for doing at this late day anything like justice to the Indian, however had it may be 
for good statesmen and good men to agree upon the things that ought to be done, there 
certainly is, or ought to be, no perplexity whatever, no difficulty whatever, in agreeing upon 
certain things that ought not to be done, and which must cease to be done before the first 
steps can be taken toward righting the wrongs, curing the ills, and wiping out the disgrace 
to us of the present condition of our Indians. 
 
Cheating, robbing, breaking promises - these three are clearly things which must cease to 
be done. 



 


