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“The Crucible” by Arthur Miller

Act III questions:

1. Martha Corey is in a battle for her life at the start of Act III.  What is the setting?  What is the argument about concerning recognizing a witch? (1083)

2. Describe Judge Hathorne and Judge Danforth.  What kind of reaction do they get when they enter? (1083)

3. Why would Giles Corey be on his third wife?  What has she been arrested for?

4. How many men and women are jailed by the signature of Judge Danforth?  How many condemned to hang? (1084)

5. When John Proctor arrives at court with Mary Warren, what does Reverend Parris accuse him of? (1085)

6. What two pieces of evidence are brought out against Proctor in regard to his Christian nature? (1087)

7. What does the word “Crucible” mean?  Write the definition.  What does it mean when John Proctor is told by Danforth, “We burn a hot fire here, it melts down all concealment.” (1086)

8. What news does Danforth tell John Proctor about Elizabeth? What deal does he try to make with him?  What is this “deal” supposed to prove about John Proctor? (1087-1088)

9. What is going to happen to the 91 people who signed the testament stating a good opinion of Elizabeth, Martha Corey, and Rebecca Nurse? (1088)

10. What is Judge Danforth threatening when he says, “that a person is either with this court or he must be counted against it, there is no road in between?”  What, finally, is the point he is getting at concerning the strength of the Puritan community? (1089)

11. Discuss "Do that which is good , and no harm shall come to thee."  What two punishments is Mary afraid of? (1089)

12. What is Giles Corey’s proof that Thomas Putnam is "reaching out for land?" Why won’t he reveal his source?  What happens to Giles Corey after he retains his source? (1090)

13. Do you think Giles is right when he suggests that Danforth is only “playin’ you, he means to hang us all?”  Why? (1091)

14. What is Reverend Hale’s advice to Danforth as Proctor is about to read his deposition before the court? (1092)

15. Danforth begins to question Abigail’s character (integrity) when she is said to have done what two things from past acts?  Parris complains that Proctor is always trying to do what? (1094)

16. What does Danforth think Mary Warren’s appearance in the court might be? 

17. When Mary Warren says that she pretended to faint in court, what is she asked to do? What is the result? (1095)

18. How does Abigail turn the tables on Danforth and regain control and power when her integrity is challenged? (1096)

19. What does John Proctor do to discredit Abigail?  Do you think this is painful for him to do? (1096-1097)

20. Who is called to back up John’s testimony? What is she asked?  What does she do?  Why? (1098-1099)

21. What happens when Reverend Hale states that Abigail has always seemed false to him?  What does Abigail see and then do? (1100)

22. What is Mary Warren’s reaction to Abigail’s performance?  How does she see this as an opportunity to get out of trouble?

23. What does John Proctor mean when he says, "God is dead!"?  How is this probably the worst thing that can possibly be said at this time? (1102)

24. What does Hale do when Proctor is arrested?  Is this going to help anyone?  Why would he feel so guilty?
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Act IV

1. Tituba is speaking non-sense to Herrick at the start of Act IV.  What does she say, and why does she seem happy?  Is she sane or insane?

2. Why has Reverend Hale returned to Salem?  What is Reverend Hale advising the condemned to do? (1107)

3. Why is it so important to for Proctor to take the action explained in number two?  Who can be saved?  Why wont these people save themselves?

4. What does Reverend Parris reveal about his niece Abigail?  What is the condition of Salem at this point?  Is there order or disorder in the community? (1107-1108)

5. How does Andover differ from Salem?  What has happened in Andover that is different than what has happened in Salem? (1108)

6. What kind of man is Parris now?  What events have happened in his life that have rendered him fearful, depressed, and responsible for much of the wrongdoings in Salem?

7. What does Reverend Parris want Danforth to do?  What does Reverend Hale want Danforth to do? (1108)

8. What does Reverend Hale mean when he says, "there is blood on my head!"? (1110)

9. Why does Danforth refuse to postpone the hangings? (1110)

10. What do Hale and Danforth request of Elizabeth Proctor? 

11. What happened to Giles Corey?  Who tells of his circumstances? (1113)

12. What is John’s excuse for confessing?  (1113)  How has Elizabeth and John’s relationship changed since we met her in Act II?

13. What is Elizabeth’s proof that John is a good man?

14. After John confesses, what does Danforth want him to do?

15. Discuss, "I am John Proctor! You will not use me!"  What does he mean when he is upset about his name? (1117)
16. What does Hale attribute Proctor’s willingness to hang to? What does Elizabeth attribute it to? (1118)

