Revolutionary War Period Notes (1770 – 1791)

Timeline:

1770: Boston Massacre
1773: Boston Tea Party
1775: The Battles of Lexington and Concord (First battles of the Revolutionary War)

1776: The Declaration of Independence is written
1776 – 1781: Major battles fought throughout the 13 colonies

1781: The last major battle of the war (Battle of Yorktown) and the Articles of Confederation is written.
1783: The Treaty of Paris – officially ends the Revolutionary War
1787: The U.S. Constitution is written

Key Terms:

Revolution:

· A sudden, radical, or complete change – the overthrow of a ruler or government.
Patriot  

· A person who loves, honors, and defends his/her country

Patriotic 

· Feeling or expressing love for one’s country
Major Players of the Revolutionary War Period
Militiamen – local volunteer soldiers who fight usually just to defend their own local community, colony, or state

Continental Army  – the paid army that George Washington was the commander of

Redcoats – paid British soldiers

Hessians – paid German soldiers who fought on the side of the British
King George III – King of England during the Revolutionary War period.

Patriots –American colonists that wanted independence from the British (1/3 of the colonists)

Loyalists/Tories – American colonists that did not want independence from the British – they remained loyal to the British (1/3 of the colonists)

Undecided – American colonists who could not make up their mind or who switched from being a Patriot to being a Loyalist and vice versa (1/3 of the colonists)

Minorities involved in the Revolutionary War:

Nearly 13,000 Native Americans fought on the side of the British
African Americans – both slave and free – fought on both sides during the war.

· James Armistead—James, a slave of William Armistead in New Kent County, Virginia, volunteered to spy for the Continental army commander General Lafayette. James soon became a servant to British general Lord Cornwallis, who asked him to spy on the Americans! As a double agent, James gave unimportant information to Cornwallis, while keeping Lafayette informed about British troop strength and positions. James Armistead remained enslaved after the war. In 1784, Lafayette wrote to the Virginia General Assembly, describing his valuable service and asking that he be freed. In 1786, he was freed—and from then on, he called himself James Lafayette. 

· Crispus Attucks—One of the men shot and killed at the Boston Massacre on March 5, 1770. Many historians refer to him as the first death of the Revolutionary War.
· Henri Christophe—As a 12-year-old, Christophe was wounded in the fight before the battle of Savannah, Georgia. He later helped to liberate the country of Haiti and eventually became the king of Haiti.
· James Forten—Forten was a 15-year-old free black who served as a powder boy on the ship Rolay Louis, preying on British shipping. On his second cruise, the ship was battered by three British naval vessels and forced to surrender. As a prisoner, Forten struck up a friendship with the British captain’s son, who persuaded his father to offer the captured teenager a life of ease in England. Forten refused, declaring he would not be a traitor to his country. After seven months, he was set free in an exchange of prisoners and walked home to Philadelphia. He became a successful businessman and leader of the abolition movement.

· Elizabeth Freeman—In 1780, after her mistress struck her with a hot fireplace shovel, “Mum Bett” sought refuge with friends. Her owner, John Ashley, filed suit in court to force the return of his “property.” But Mum Bett asked a lawyer to sue John Ashley for her freedom. In court, her lawyer argued that she was legally free because no Massachusetts law had established slavery. The court found in her favor. She adopted the name Elizabeth Freeman.

· A very important Hispanic figure during the American colonists’ war against Great Britain was Governor and General Bernardo de Galvez. He was the Spanish governor of the Louisiana territories during the time of the American Revolution and was instrumental in assisting then General George Washington to fight the British soldiers who were advancing into the southwestern part of the U.S. Governor de Galvez helped the revolutionists by blockading vital British ships although Spain had not declared war with Britain. In addition, from 1775-1777, Governor de Galvez provided rations and weapons to the Continental Army.

· Molly McCauley

"Molly, bring me a pitcher." Shortened, this became "Molly, pitcher". No, she was neither the manager nor pitcher of a baseball team. She was the "water boy" of her time, bringing refreshment to men in battle. One day while on "duty" near Monmouth, New Jersey, she saw her husband shot in the arm. She rushed to his side. She, then, took over his position at the cannon, firing several rounds at the oncoming British forces. Her bravery and good aim earned the respect of other soldiers. They fought on with renewed enthusiasm, sending the British into retreat. Her action impressed General Washington, who commissioned her as "Sergeant Molly Pitcher". 



Revolutionary War Battles:
· During this time, the British Army was the most trained and powerful in the world.  

· Both armies used the standard tactics that were used on the battlefields during that time.
· The soldiers would form rows of long lines. They would approach the enemy to get within a range of 50 yards. Then each row would fire a volley at the enemy in unison. The first row would fire and then start to reload. Then, while the first row was reloading, the second row would fire and so on. Fighting in lines like this is called "linear tactics." 
· Because the colonists were extremely outmanned by Britain, during early battles of the war, they also used a very different style of fighting known as “Guerilla Warfare.”
· A small group of combatants or military who use tactics such as sneak attacks, sabotage, raids, and the element of surprise. 

