American Holidays Notes
1) Martin Luther King’s Birthday
· 3rd Monday in January

· MLK fought against discrimination and for equal rights

· Helped pass the Civil Rights Act of 1964

· He was killed on April 4, 1968

2) Washington’s Birthday

· 3rd Monday in February

· Honors the birthdays of Lincoln and Washington
· Cherries and hatchets are usually associated with this holiday

3) Memorial Day
· Last Monday in May

· Honors all the U.S. soldiers who have died in war

· Sometimes called “Decoration Day”
4) Independence Day

· July 4 (Fourth of July)

· Celebrates the signing of the Declaration of Independence

· Considered our nation’s birthday

5) Labor Day
· First Monday in September

· Honors all American workers (labor)

· Has come to mean the end of summer

6) Columbus Day
· Second Monday in October
· Celebrates Christopher Columbus’ “discovery” of America

· Was first celebrated in 1792 (300th anniversary of his voyage)
7) Veterans Day
· November 11th 

· Formally called “Armistice Day” that celebrated the end of World War I

· Now it honors all men and women who have served in the armed forces

8) Thanksgiving Day

· Fourth Thursday in November

· Began with the Pilgrims in the Plymouth Colony

· Became an official holiday in 1863

