American Slavery 1619 -1877

By Peter Kolchin

Reading and Outline Guide

Objective:  Identify as many reasons, factors, contradictions unique to American slavery that led historians to refer to slavery in America as Our “Peculiar Institution.” 
Chapter 4: Antebellum Slavery: Organization, Control, Paternalism

Part I 

· Expansion of slavery in Western Hemisphere

Part II

· Growth of slavery in U.S.

· Expansion westward – domestic slave Trade

· Regional differences – deep south, upper south

· “sold down river”

Part III 

· Conditions

· Large (plantations) vs. small farms

· Resident masters vs. absentee owners and overseers

· Location

· Crops grown
· Ratios – slaves to whites

· Task systems

Part IV

· Types of tasks performed by slaves according to: gender, age, size and location of farm

· Field worker
· House servant

· Craftsman (skilled worker)

· Working on Sunday

· Slave hiring, rental of slaves

Part V 

· Paternalism

· How owners saw their slaves

· Conditions in which slaves lived – food, housing, medical care

· Celebration of life events, holidays

· Christianity

· Childhood – growing up with slave owners children

Part VI

· Rules and behavior

· Marriage, family life
· Growing own crops, raising own livestock

· Punishment

· Inter-racial relationships

· Separation of families

Part VII

· The law

· Restricting slave movement

· Regarding emancipation, freed blacks

· Enforcement

· Slave trade

· Black on white crime, white on black crime

Chapter 5:  Antebellum Slavery: Slave Life

Part I 

· Slaves’ private lives

Part III

· Slave families

· nuclear vs. extended

· children

· marriages

· stability

