American Symbols Notes
1) The Statue of Liberty
· Located in the New York Harbor

· Was a gift from France

· Is a symbol of freedom for millions of immigrants to the U.S.

2) The Liberty Bell
· Is located near Independence Hall in Philadelphia, PA

· No longer rings due to a major crack suffered in 1846.
3) The Great Seal of the U.S.
· Used to authenticate official U.S. documents

· The Seal is two sided:

· The Face shows the Bald Eagle

· The Reverse shows a pyramid of 13 layers

4) The Bald Eagle
· The official emblem of the United States

· Our national bird

· Ben Franklin wanted our national bird to be the turkey instead
5) Uncle Sam
· Has been a symbol since the War of 1812 to represent the United States

· Usually has long hair and a white beard with red and white stripes
6) The Donkey and Elephant
· Represent our nation’s major political parties

· Donkey = Democratic Party

· Elephant = Republican Party
7) The American Flag 

•
A major symbol of the United States

•
13 stripes on the flag represent the original 13 colonies

•
50 stars on the flag represent our current 50 states

•
Rules for displaying the flag:

· Should never touch the ground, floor, or water

· Should only be flown from sunrise to sunset, unless it’s spotlighted

· Should never be written on or treated disrespectfully in any way (desecrated)

· Should never be dipped to honor any one person or thing

•
When flown at half-staff (half way on the flag pole) means we are in a state of mourning (sadness)

•
The Pledge of Allegiance and the Star-Spangled Banner were written to honor both our flag and nation.

· Star-Spangled Banner (National Anthem) was written during the War of 1812

