Hackensack High School

AP English Literature and Composition

Summer Assignment for the 2014-2015 School Year

Due Date: 
Electronic Copy of Assignment due Friday, September 5th, 2014. Students will submit their summer assignment via Turnitin.com on that date.
Weight: 
Essay Portion: Two essay grades, one quiz grade towards the 1st marking period. 


Allusions Test: One test grade (equals two quiz grades) towards 1st marking period.

Note: 
Failure to follow directions will result in automatic failure of the assignment. No exceptions or excuses will be permitted! Concerns and/or hardships should be directed to the instructors immediately, and must be addressed prior to the submission deadline.
Instructions for Summer Assignment

Part I: 
Students should find a copy of a Bible. While any copy is acceptable, the chosen copy must include both the Old and New Testaments. The best versions for academic use are the King James Version, New International Version (NIV or TNIV), or the Revised Standard Version (RSV or NRSV). Students must then read the books, chapters, and verses outlined in the biblical allusions assignment provided.

There will be a test on these questions on Monday, September 8th, 2014. The test questions will be entirely drawn from the guided reading questions provided. It is not mandatory to submit the guided reading questions, but completed guided reading packets will be given extra credit equivalent to two homework grades if done thoroughly and with care. No credit will be given to guided reading packets missing answers. All answers must be completed to receive extra credit.
Note: 
The purpose of this portion of the assignment is to enable students to have access to the stories as a tool to unlock the deeper meanings hidden in the allusions found not only in Their Eyes Were Watching God, but in the various texts we will be reading over the course of the next year. The purpose of this assignment is not to teach or endorse any particular religious faith or interpretation of the Bible; rather, we seek to give general, background information to a text that many of the authors the students will encounter over the next year utilize in their literature in the form of allusions and/or references. The Bible will be treated as a frequently referenced piece of literature for the purposes of this class. It is neither intended to challenge any student’s personal faith, nor to proselytize.
Part II:
Students should complete reading the novel Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston.

Part III: 
Students will choose one (1) of the following two (2) topics and write a paper of between four (4) and five (5) pages in length.   Papers should incorporate copious quotations from the novel (at least two to three analyzed quotes per body paragraph) and utilize proper MLA format.  
Note: 
Students will be required to submit copies of their paper electronically to Turnitin.com on Friday September 5th, 2014. Late papers will receive a deduction of 10 points for each day the paper is late.
Choose ONE (1) of the following essay topics

Essay Topic 1:

In a well-developed essay, trace Zora Neale Hurston’s use of nature imagery and symbolism in Their Eyes Were Watching God, drawing from AT LEAST three separate nature images and/or symbols that appear in the text.  Your paper should identify and explain each image and/or symbol, analyzing how Hurston utilizes these images and/or symbols to develop one of the following central themes:

· Gender, sexuality and the power derived from both

· The primacy of nature and the futility of human initiative

· The ramifications/consequences of slavery and its memory on the African American community

Essay Topic 2:

In a well-developed essay, discuss Zora Neale Hurston’s use of dialect in Their Eyes Were Watching God.  Your paper should identify and explain not only how Hurston utilizes dialect, but how and to what effect she juxtaposes prose passages and the passages of dialogue to develop one of the following central themes:
· Gender, sexuality and the power derived from both

· The primacy of nature and the futility of human initiative

· The ramifications/consequences of slavery and its memory on the African American community
Essay Requirements:

· Papers should be typed, double spaced, in 12-point Times New Roman, with 1” margins.

· Paper length should be no less than four but no more than five typed pages.

· Paper should include a CLEAR ARGUMENT (THESIS) that articulates a position on the chosen topic.

· Papers should include copious textual support from the novel (verbatim quotes) and discuss these quotes in context to the paper topic.  

· Content of paper should not summarize or rehash the plot.  A brief reference to the text is adequate.  Verbatim quotations should be cited in proper MLA format. Failure to do so will result in the loss of a FULL LETTER GRADE on the assignment.

· Paper should be proofread for correct spelling, grammar, capitalization and punctuation.

If you have any questions, please contact both of the following teachers via email. This will allow the instructors to know which students have been answered and how issues have been resolved, as class assignments will not be finalized until mid-/late-August:

Mrs. Courtney Milewski, c.milewski@hackensackschools.org

Mr. Anthony Zisa, a.zisa@hackensackschools.org

Hackensack High School Academic Honesty Policy
Hackensack High School takes academic honesty very seriously. Any student found plagiarizing and/or cheating will not only receive a zero for the assignment, but will face disciplinary action. Disciplinary action includes, but is not limited to, detention, calls home, removal from the class, and a ban from becoming a member of the National Honor Society (and dismissal from the society if currently a member). Students should be reminded that plagiarism at the collegiate level could result in academic probation, revocation of scholarships, and/or expulsion from the school. Both the plagiarizer and the individual from whom he or she plagiarized will be equally punished, so do not let anyone view, borrow, share, or otherwise utilize your work.
Part I – Biblical Allusion Assignment

Directions: After you have read each of the following biblical passages, answer each of the following questions in COMPLETE SENTENCES. You may access these passages by visiting Bartleby.com and accessing their copy of the King James Bible.  You may also utilize any edition of the Bible to which you have access. 

For students unfamiliar with biblical numbering, first locate the book of the Bible (i.e. Genesis), then locate the chapter (1, 22, etc.), and in some cases, the verse(s) (For example, the Tower of Babel is found in Genesis, Chapter 11, verses 1-9).   

All of the test questions will be drawn from these questions. The test questions may not share the exact wording, and not all of these questions will show up on the test, but no material not covered in these guided reading questions will be on the test.
Any student submitting the answers to these questions for extra credit must upload the answers to Turnitin.com by September 8th, 2014.  Please make sure that you work independently on this assignment and do not consult any outside sources (other than the Bible) when composing your answers.  As per the academic honesty policy, any incidents of plagiarism, including sharing answers with other students, will result in disciplinary action for this portion of the assignment for ALL parties involved. 
Old Testament Allusions

The Book of Genesis

The Book of Genesis documents the world’s creation, as well as the early history of mankind.  God’s punishments for mankind’s misbehavior and wickedness play integral roles in the Book of Genesis, as do the stories of important Jewish patriarchs, specifically Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph.

Genesis 1, “The Creation” 

1. List the order in which God creates the various aspects of the universe (light, water etc.)

2. Define genesis. Why is the title of this book of the Bible appropriate given the content?

Genesis 2, “The Garden of Eden”

3. What does God do on the seventh day?  What is the significance of this day?

4. How does God create man (Adam)?  How does God create woman (Eve)?

Genesis 3, “The Fall of Man”.

5. What is the one thing Adam and Eve are forbidden to do in the Garden of Eden?

6. How does this passage introduce the idea of the serpent as both an evil entity and the enemy of man?

7. What are the consequences for Adam and Eve because of their disobedience?

Genesis 4, “Cain and Abel”. 

8. Why does Cain kill Abel? What is Cain’s punishment for his transgression?

Genesis 6-8, “Noah's Ark”, “The Flood”, “The Covenant”. 

9. Why does God decide to destroy mankind?

10. How long does the flood last? How does Noah recognize that the waters have subsided?

11. Define covenant.  What is God’s covenant with Noah? 

Genesis 11:1-9, “The Tower of Babel”. 

12. Define babble. Why is the city that is built named Babel?

13. What does this passage attempt to explain or clarify about mankind?

Genesis 18:16-33, Genesis 19, “Abraham Intercedes for Sodom”, “The Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah”. 

14. What appeal(s) does Abraham use to attempt to prevent the Lord from destroying Sodom?  Is his appeal effective?

15. What happens to Lot’s wife during the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah?  Why?

Genesis 22, “The Sacrifice of Isaac”. 

16. What does God command Abraham to do to Isaac?  Why?

17. How does God reward Abraham for his faith?

The Book of Exodus

The Book of Exodus recounts the stories of the Israelites’ slavery in Egypt and their mass exodus under the leadership of Moses, as they search for their homeland.  The Pharaoh’s resistance to freeing the Israelites and as God’s punishment of Egypt as a consequence play integral roles in Exodus, as does God’s covenant with the nation of Israel.

Exodus 7:14-25, Exodus 8-10, “The Ten Plagues: The Plagues of Blood and Frogs, The Plagues of Frogs, Lice, and Flies, The Plagues of Cattle, Boils, and Hail, The Plagues of Locusts and Darkness”

18. List the plagues that God sends upon the Egyptians in the order in which they occur. What significance can you find in the progression of the plagues?

Exodus 11-12, Exodus 13:1-16, “The Death of the Firstborn Foretold”, “The Passover”, “The Consecration of the Firstborn”.

19. What sign do the Israelites put upon their houses to prevent God from killing their firstborn?  How does the term passover serve another meaning in this context? 

Exodus 13:17-22, “The Pillars of Cloud and Fire”.

20. Why does God send a pillar of cloud and a pillar of fire to the Israelites?

Exodus 14, “Parting the Red Sea”.

21. Define exodus.  Why is the title of this book of the Bible appropriate given the content?

Exodus 20:1-17, “The Ten Commandments”.

22. List the Ten Commandments in the order that God gives them to Moses.

Exodus 32, “The Golden Calf”.

23. Why is the golden calf constructed?  How does Moses display his anger at the people’s worship of the “false idol”?

The Book of Joshua

In the Book of Joshua, the Israelites finally return to their homeland after Moses’ death.  However, before they can settle down, the Israelites must re-conquer their homeland, which has been resettled during their period of Diaspora.

Joshua 6, “The Fall of Jericho”. 

24. Explain the significance of the number seven as it is utilized in this passage.

25. What happens to the city of Jericho?

The Book of Judges

The Book of Judges documents the reign of different Israelite judges (a term which, in the biblical context, means ruler or magistrate), specifically the five “Great Judges” Otheniel, Ehud, Gideon, Jephthah, and, most importantly, Samson.

Judges 16:4-22, “Samson and Delilah”. 

26. Where does Samson’s strength lie?  What happens when Delilah finds this information out?

The First Book of Samuel
The Books of Samuel, which are traditionally broken into two separate books, tell the story of an early succession of Israelite kings.  The first book of Samuel is concerned with the reign of Saul, as well as his introduction to the future King David, an important figure in the overall biblical narrative (Jesus is said to be a descendent).

1 Samuel 17, “David and Goliath”. 

27. How does David slay Goliath? 

28. What moral or message might this passage be conveying given the discrepancy in size and strength between David and his opponent?

The First Book of Kings

The Books of Kings, also broken into two separate narratives, continue the story of succession, first focusing on Solomon, a famous Israelite ruler, and later Judah.

1 Kings 3:16-28, “The Wisdom of Solomon”

29. What is the conflict that the two women ask King Solomon to resolve?  

30. How resolution does Solomon propose and why does his suggestion convey his wisdom?

The Book of Psalms

Psalms, the first of the “Three Poetic Books”, consists of religious songs and prayers.

Psalms 23, “The Lord is My Shepherd”.

31. What is the main metaphor constructed in this passage which conveys the Lord’s relationship to man?

The Book of Proverbs

Proverbs, the second of the “Three Poetic Books”, consists of short instructional messages and pieces of wisdom and knowledge.

Proverbs 6, “The Seven Deadly Sins”. 

32. Identify each of the seven deadly sins:

Proverbs 16:18, “Pride goeth before a fall”.

33. Identify at least three benefits of humility and three consequences of pride as articulated in the passage.  

The Book of Job
The Book of Job, the final “Poetic Book”, relates the story of Job, a pious man who becomes the subject of a wager between God and Satan.  The book functions didactically, as a treatise on the nature of good and evil.

Job 1-2, “Job’s Calamities”, “Job’s Calamities, cont’d”. Job 3, “Job Bewails His Birth”.

Job 40-41, “God Reveals His Power to Job”, “God Reveals His Power to Job, cont’d”.

34. What wager (bet) does God make with Satan concerning Job?

35. List the calamities does God send upon Job to test Job’s faith in the two chapters (1 and 2).  How does Job react to his misfortunes at first?  How does Job’s attitude change in chapter 3?

Job 42, “Job’s Reward”.

36. List all of the rewards that Job is blessed with as a result of his acceptance of God’s will.

New Testament Allusions

The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John

The four Gospels narrate the life and ministry of Jesus Christ.  While all four cover many of the same basic story (Jesus’ conception, early ministry, and crucifixion and resurrection), their purposes are somewhat different.  Matthew hews most closely to the contemporary Jewish traditions; Mark focuses on the end of Jesus’ ministry and his crucifixion, and is more apocalyptic; Luke, who was Greek, presents the most historically- and personally-oriented account; John presents the most evangelical, most explicitly connecting Jesus’ life to the Old Testament.

While each Gospel is self-contained, we have organized the stories into a general chronology; where stories are duplicated (i.e. the accounts of the crucifixion), we have chosen the most applicable to literary allusion.

Jesus’ Early Life

These stories document Jesus’ conception, birth, and early stories of his childhood.

John 1:1-18, “The Word Made Flesh”.

1. To what Old Testament text is John alluding in this passage?  What specific connections does he make, language-wise?

Luke 1:26-38, “The Annunciation”.

2. Why is Mary’s conception of Jesus notable?

Matthew 2:1-12, “The Nativity”.

3. Where is Jesus born? How do the wise men find where Jesus has been born?

4. What gifts do they give to the infant Jesus?

Matthew 2:13-23, “King Herod”.

5. What sin does Herod commit?

Luke 2:41-52, “Jesus in the Temple”.

6. Where do Jesus’ parents find him?  What is he doing when they find him?

Jesus Begins His Ministry

These stories document Jesus’ early ministry, as well as the calling of his twelve apostles.

Luke 4:1-13, “The Temptation of Christ”.

7. The devil tempts Jesus three times.  What are the three temptations?

Luke 5:1-11, “The Great Catch of Fish”.

8. What does Jesus tell Simon Peter to do, and what is Simon Peter’s reply?

John 2:1-12, “The Wedding at Cana”.

9. What miracle does Jesus perform at Cana?

The Sermon on the Mount

The Sermon on the Mount is one of Jesus’ most famous sermons, and figures very importantly into the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.

Matthew 5:3-12, “The Beatitudes”.

10. Match the nine (9) types of individual identified as “blessed” in “The Beatitudes”; then, identify their eventual reward.

Individual




Reward

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________
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___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

Matthew 5:13, “The Salt of the Earth”.

Matthew 5:14-16, “The Light of the World”.

Matthew 5:38-48, “Turn the Other Cheek”.

11. What are Jesus’ essential lessons in these passages?  Write two (2) of the three (3) examples (which are important and frequently alluded to phrases) of these lesson articulated in these passage.

Luke 6:37-42, “Judge Not, Lest Ye Be Judged”.

12. Jesus makes two points about judgment; he uses eye imagery in both.  What are the points and what is the eye imagery used?

Matthew 7:15-20, “A Tree is Known By Its Fruit”.

13. What famous phrase is derived from Jesus’ warning about false prophets? (HINT: It is animal related.)

Matthew 7:24-29, “The House Built on a Rock”.

14. In this passage, Jesus makes a point about faith utilizing an extended metaphor.  Analyze what he is saying and how he uses the metaphor.

The Parables

In the Gospels, Jesus teaches many of his lessons indirectly, using stories to figuratively illustrate his thesis; these stories are the parables.

Luke 8:4-15, “The Sower”.

15. Identify each of the types of individuals compared to seeds in this parable, along with how they “grow” as a result of the “soil” they provide.

Luke 15:1-7, “The Lost Sheep”.

Luke 15:11-32, “The Prodigal Son”.

16. What does the father do to prepare for the party to welcome back his prodigal son?

Jesus’ Ministry Grows

The stories tell of Jesus’ later ministries, lessons, and miracles, including, most importantly, the story of Lazarus’ resurrection.

Matthew 14:1-12, “The Death of John the Baptist”.

17. How is John the Baptist killed? What is done with his body? (HINT: You may have to look up the antiquated definition of “charger”.)

John 6:1-15, “The Miracle of the Loaves and Fish”. 

18. What is the miracle of loaves and fish?

Matthew 22:34-40, “The Greatest Commandment”.

19. What is the “greatest commandment”?

Mark 12:14-17, “Render Unto Caesar”.

20. What does it mean to “render unto Caesar”?

John 11:1-44, “Lazarus”.

21. Lazarus’ story is frequently alluded to.  Based on the story, what is the context for these allusions?

John 8:1-11, “He Without Sin”.

22. What does Jesus exhort “those without sin” to do?

The Passion of Christ

These stories document Jesus’ final days, inclusive of his betrayal, trial, and crucifixion.


Matthew 26:14-16, “Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus”.

23. Judas agrees to betray Jesus for what price?

Matthew 26:17-29, “The Last Supper”.

24. What do the apostles eat and drink during the last supper?  What do they represent?

Matthew 26:36-46, “The Garden of Gethsemane”.

25. Explain the following phrase, based on the story: “The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak”.

Matthew 26:47-56, “Jesus’ Betrayal and Arrest”.

26. How does Judas indicate Jesus’ identity to the authorities?

Mark 14:26-31, “Jesus Foretells Peter’s Denial”.

Mark 14:66-72, “The Denial of Christ”.

27. Jesus predicts Peter will deny him how many times before what event?

Matthew 27:15-31, “Jesus Sentenced to Death”.

28. How does the phrase “wash one’s hands of something” relate to this story?

Mark 15:21-41, “The Crucifixion”.

29. What does Jesus say before dying?

Easter and the Growth of Jesus’ Ministry

These stories recount Jesus’ resurrection, his apostles’ responses, and the growth of his ministry after his ascension into heaven.  The final book in this section is the Acts of the Apostles, which covers later apostles, specifically Paul, and their evangelism.

Luke 24:1-12, “The Resurrection”.

30. After how many days does the resurrection occur?

Acts 1:6-11, “The Ascension”.

Acts 2:1-13, “The Pentecost”.

31. What is the “Pentecost”?  How is “speaking  in tongues” related to this event?

Acts 9:1-18, “The Conversion of Saul”.

32. Where does Saul’s conversion occur (on the road to what city)?  

33. What objects does he feel fall from his eyes during this conversion?

The Book of Revelation
The Revelation of St. John the Divine is the final book of the New Testament, and is an account of the apocalypse, or the final battle between good and evil ending with the second coming of Christ, by an author known only as John (there is scholarly debate about whether he is John the Apostle or an entirely different author). Revelations is extremely frequently alluded to in fiction, and its apocalyptic imagery has been appropriated in and for numerous ways and purposes.
Revelation 1, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ”.

34. Why does God say he is the “alpha and the omega”? Look up what alpha and omega mean, and explain why these are appropriate symbols for a diety.
35. Where else have we seen seven as a significant number?

Revelation 6, “The Seals”.

36. What happens when each of the first six seals are opened?

Revelation 7, “The Rapture”.

37. How many individuals are “sealed” prior to the tribulations of the apocalypse?

Revelation 8-9, “The Seventh Seal”.

38. What happens when the seventh seal is opened?

39. What happens when each of the angels sounds his trumpet?

Revelation 12, “The War in Heaven”.

40. How is the great red dragon described? Who is he? How does this connect back to previous imagery and stories?

Revelation 13, “The Two Beasts”.

41. How is the first beast described? The second? What is the “number of the beast”?  Which is the Antichrist, and which is the False Prophet?
Revelation 17-18, “The Whore of Babylon”.

42. What colors are associated with the Great Harlot (Whore of Babylon)?
43. Why is Babylon destroyed?

Revelation 19, “The Final Battle”.

44. Who is the final champion of good? How is he described? What does he ride?

45. What happens to the Antichrist and False Prophet? What is their final resting place?

