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Hackensack High School
AP English Literature and Composition

Ambiguity Review
Explain why the following statement relies on syntactical ambiguity for its humor:

“Last night I shot an elephant in my pajamas. How he got in my pajamas, I’ll never know.”

- Groucho Marx

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Analyze how lexical ambiguity (words having different meanings depending on the context) allows an individual to understand how to read the following sentence:

“Buffalo buffalo Buffalo buffalo buffalo buffalo Buffalo buffalo.”

