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“The role of a writer is not to say what we all can say, but what we are unable to say.” 








~Anaïs Nin

AP College Board Introduction


An AP course in English Language and Composition engages students in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Both their writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects as well as the way generic conventions and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing.


The college composition course for which the AP Language and Composition course substitutes is one of the most varied in the curriculum. The course often allows students to write in a variety of forms—narrative, exploratory, expository, argumentative—and on a variety of subjects from personal experiences to public policies, from imaginative literature to popular culture. But the overarching purpose in most first-year writing courses is to enable students to write effectively and confidently in their college courses across the curriculum and in their professional and personal lives. Therefore, most composition courses emphasize the expository, analytical, and argumentative writing that forms the basic of academic and professional communication as well as the personal and reflective writing that fosters the development of writing facility in any context. The AP Language and Composition course follows this emphasis. As in the college course, its purpose is to enable students to read complex texts with understanding and to write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate effectively with mature readers. An AP English Language and Composition course should help students move beyond such programmatic responses as a the five-paragraph essay that provides an introduction with a thesis and three reasons, body paragraphs on each reason, and a conclusion that restates the thesis. Although such formulaic approaches may provide minimal organization, they often encourage unnecessary repetition and fail to engage the reader. Students should be encouraged to place their emphasis on content, purpose, and audience and to allow this focus to guide their organization.


Students should write in informal as well as formal contexts to gain authority and learn to take risks in writing. Imitation exercises, collaborative writing, and in-class responses are all good ways of helping students become increasingly aware of themselves as writers and of the techniques employed by the writers they read. As well as engaging in varied writing tasks, students should read a wide variety of prose styles from many disciplines and historical periods to gain understanding of the connections between interpretive skill in reading and writing.


The AP Language and Composition course assumes that students already understand and use standard English grammar. The intense concentration on language use in this course should enhance their ability to use grammatical conventions both appropriately and with sophistication as well as to develop stylistic maturity in their prose. Stylistic development is nurtured by emphasizing the following:

· A wide-ranging vocabulary used appropriately and effectively;

· A variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of subordination and coordination;

· A logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques to increase coherence, such as repetition, transitions, and emphasis;

· A balance of generalization and specific illustrative detail; and

· An effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, establishing and maintaining voice and achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and sentence structure.

When students read, they should become aware of how stylistic effects are achieved by writers’ linguistic choices. Since imaginative literature often highlights such stylistic decisions, fiction and poetry clearly have a place in the AP Language and Composition course. The main purpose of including such literature is to aid students in understanding rhetorical and linguistic choices, rather than to study literary conventions.

Upon completing the Language and Composition course, then, students should be able to:

· Analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques;

· Analyze how graphics and visual images both relate to written texts and serve as alternative forms of text themselves;

· Apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing;

· Create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or personal experience;

· Demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as well as stylistic maturity in their own writings;

· Write in a variety of genres and contexts both formal and informal, employing appropriate conventions;

· Produce expository and argumentative compositions that introduce a complex central idea and develop it with appropriate, specific evidence, cogent explanation, and clear transitions;   

and

· Move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing, and review.

Course Goals 

(Representative of the course requirements set by the College Board)
1. Learn to write in several forms (narrative, analytical, persuasive), about a variety of subjects (canonical texts, pop culture, personal experiences, and so on) and through several writing stages (pre writing, drafting, peer editing, conferencing, revising). Students will write several timed essays and well as processed drafts.

2. Learn to read non-fiction and fiction through a rhetorical lens. Students will engage in an analysis of style, authorial intent, and rhetorical strategy. Students will learn to identify and evaluate a variety of argumentative techniques used by authors and speakers.

3. Learn to analyze and evaluate images as texts. Students will engage in projects which require application of the rhetorical, analytical skills they learned reading prose fiction and non-fiction to pictures and advertisements.

4. Learn to use MLA citation in the process of writing a formal research paper. In the process of writing a major research paper, students will learn to develop valid research questions and sub questions, evaluate research materials for validity, construct an annotated bibliography, cite texts appropriately, and paraphrase accurately.

Course Overview

The ultimate goal of this year’s English Language and Composition class is the improvement of each student’s ability as a reader and writer of the English language. Reading and writing are both complex tasks requiring the mastery of a number of explicit skills. Our class this year will be devoted to developing those skills necessary to read with subtlety and understanding and to write with clarity and power. Course reading and writing activities will help to make students more alert to an author’s purpose, the needs of an audience, the demands of the subject, and the resources of language: syntax, word choice, and tone. Through close reading of a wide variety of text (prose and image based) and purposeful writing, students will acquire an appreciation of critical skills that can serve them in their own writing as they grow increasingly aware of these skills and their pertinent uses. Students who have attained mastery of the skills taught in class this year will find themselves extremely well prepared for the AP Language and Composition test next spring Our aim, however, will be set higher than a competent performance on one morning’s examination. 

Language separates us from all other animals on earth, facilitating our unique ability to think abstractly and thus reflectively. One’s capacity to use language arguably defines the limits of success in his or her interpersonal and intrapersonal relationships. Language facilitates all knowledge of the world not derived from personal experience. It is the agent of our interaction with the world, connecting us to the past through the written record of human thought and activity and to the future through preservation of our experience and observations to posterity.

The first semester of class will focus on an introduction to rhetorical terms and their application to syntax, oral argumentation, and research and documentation. Writing skills targeted during the first semester will center on rhetorical analysis as well as the production of the personal and expository essay forms. The writing of college admission essays, a task many students will be completing much sooner than they think, offers an occasion for students to apply skills learned in class to an essay upon which much may be at stake. The expository essay form also will be examined in great detail. We will spend time in class learning the close reading skills essential to achieving the goals of competence outlined above. The terms of rhetorical analysis will become familiar and important tools of understanding and criticism, both of our own writing and that of others. As students familiarize themselves with rhetorical/stylistic devices, they will also be applying knowledge of such devices in a variety of rhetorical analysis essays, both timed and untimed.

The second semester will continue with concentrations from the first semester as well as argument and persuasion but will include more intensely the application of skills. Students will continue to practice and improve their rhetorical analysis skills on a variety of texts (including visual texts). Students will also develop a sophisticated understanding of the intricacies of logical argument and seek to hone their skills as writers toward the goal of influencing the opinions of others. We will focus also on the synthesis essay as well as research skills that require students to integrate various pieces of information to create a new and/or more fully developed understanding of a topic. As we approach the date of the AP Language test, time will be spent working on an aesthetics project, a chance for you to put your marshaled skills in criticism to use. The year will conclude with an issue-based research paper for which students will select a prominent cultural issue, conduct independent research incorporating three or more nonliterary sources, articulate a coherent, persuasive position on that issue, and write a compelling paper that cites all sources using MLA guidelines.

Writing Assignments


There will be a significant amount of writing in this class. Each marking period, students will be required to write a variety of in-class essays (including rhetorical analysis essays, argumentative essays, and synthesis essays), several longer papers written outside of class, and smaller daily writings. Writing topics will be based on readings from a variety of prose styles, including but not limited to nonfiction texts, essays, news articles, opinion pieces, speeches, visual texts such as advertisements, political cartoons, photographs, and brochures, creative nonfiction excerpts, and articles on popular culture. Students will be required to share their work with other students and should be prepared to read and respond to the work of others; an awareness of audience is crucial to develop sophistication in one’s writing, and a student who writes all year for the teacher only will not develop this awareness.

Given the amount of time students will spend writing and the consequent amount of time I will spend reading student writing, I am committed to making the writing assignments as meaningful and interesting as possible. Students should complete assignments in this spirit. The sincerity of effort, which is a quantifiable component of good writing, will factor into students’ grades. This will be true of the holistic grading used to evaluate performance on the AP Language exam as well. Good writing inevitably requires self-examination, and a tone of sincerity in written and oral participation is often the best evidence that this self-examination is indeed occurring.

Students are encouraged to be individual and creative in work in class this year. The reading and writing skills we will focus on should serve the end of helping students to understand literature and to express themselves clearly and competently; each student’s reading and writing, however, should ultimately reflect his/her own ideas, opinions, and beliefs. A more mature understanding of what these personal ideas, opinions, and beliefs are comes through an examination of the ideas of a variety of writers, and through earnest self-reflection facilitated by a commitment to refining one’s own written expression, is a central goal of our class.

The course requires students to produce a significant amount of analytical writing assignments. Topics will be based on readings representing a wide variety of prose styles and genres and might include such topics as public policies, popular culture, and personal experiences.


Course Organization

Section 1 – Rhetorical Analysis


Rhetorical Analysis

The first section of the course will focus primarily on rhetorical analysis. Students will be able to define and identify a wide variety of rhetorical/stylistic devices, and will be able to understand how rhetorical devices support/maintain/reinforce author’s purpose.

Section Objectives

· Students will be able to identify and define rhetorical devices in a variety of texts.

· Students will be able to will be able to understand and analyze how various effects are achieved by writers’ linguistic and rhetorical choices.

· Students will be able to evaluate the effectiveness of rhetorical strategies in conveying author’s purpose.

· Students will be able to familiarize themselves with AP Language rhetorical analysis rubrics to improve their own writing and to effectively assess sample AP reader essays as well as those of their peers.

· Students will be able to produce one or more analytical writing assignments based on readings representing a wide variety of prose styles and genres.

· Students will be able to familiarize themselves with AP Language multiple choice reading passages, question types, and answer choices to improve scores on practice tests.

Readings

· In Cold Blood – Truman Capote
· Columbine – Dave Cullen

· Fast Food Nation – Eric Schlosser (summer reading)

Excerpts from 

· Money – Martin Amis

· “Revenge of the Pork Person” – Dave Barry
· “The Distracted Public” – Saul Bellow

· "The Tooth, the Whole Tooth, and Nothing but the Tooth" – Robert Benchley
· Neither Here Nor There: Travels in Europe - Bill Bryson
· “Confessions of an Ex-Catholic” – Pat Conroy

· Letters from an American Farmer – Michel-Guillaume-Jean de Crevecoeur

· “Goodbye to all That” – Joan Didion

· “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” – Jonathan Edwards

· “Pioneers: A View of Home” – Nikki Giovanni

· “Chiefly About War Matters” – Nathaniel Hawthorne
Multimedia/Visual Texts
· Photos in Fast Food Nation
· Clips from Bowling for Columbine

Writing Assignments

· Rhetorical analysis journal on Fast Food Nation
· Rhetorical analysis paper on Fast Food Nation – 

Select ONE chapter to analyze. Write a 1.5-2 page paper analyzing the chapter with a specific close reading (this means examine the words on the page, use some quotes, and discuss just that chapter). The thesis of the paper should be the author’s purpose in the chapter (What is he trying to accomplish? What does he want the reader to specifically understand?) and how stylistic devices help the author achieve that purpose (use the style sheet to identify stylistic devices). It should be very specific and have at least two short quotes. It cannot be a summary of the book or a plot analysis.

· Analytical papers (6 total, primary focus on rhetoric) on Bowling for Columbine

· Research paper on In Cold Blood –

Capote is credited with originating the “nonfiction novel” with In Cold Blood. What is the nonfiction novel, and how is its creation significant? Be sure to cite your outside sources using MLA style for this question. 

· Analytical papers (3 total) on In Cold Blood – 

Does Dick deserve the death penalty? Does Perry? Does anyone? You must use evidence from the book to support your answer; you may use outside resources as well, as long as you provide appropriate citations in MLA format. 

Which is more important: nature or nurture? You must use evidence from the book to support your answer; you may use outside resources as well, as long as you provide appropriate citations in MLA format. 
Capote is known for his elaborate sentence structure and use of parallelism. Pick a paragraph in which Capote’s syntax is especially impressive and write an analysis explaining why his sentence structure is effective. 

· Write, peer edit, and revise 4 timed rhetorical analysis essays (based on released AP Language prompts) 


Additional Skills/Materials

· Analysis and discussion of specific rubrics, as students acclimate to requirements of AP Language exam.

· Focus on rhetorical analysis rubrics, making clear distinction between passing and non-passing essays.
· Multiple Choice Question types, test taking strategies.
· Complete several released AP Multiple Choice Passages.
· Two AP Multiple Choice Sections will be administered during class time and will be timed according to AP Language Exam guidelines.
· Large and small group discussions as an opportunity for focused dialogue to occur.

· Open dialogue will be primary assessment.
· Development of language to address the function of language in a text.
· Ongoing nonfiction independent reading project.

Section 2 – Argument


Argument

The second section of the course will focus primarily on argument, including rhetorical appeals and the Toulmin method of logic. Students will be able to define and identify a wide variety of rhetorical/stylistic devices, and will be able to understand how rhetorical devices support/maintain/reinforce author’s purpose. Students will also be able to apply knowledge and understanding of rhetorical appeals and argument construction/substantiation to their own writing. We will focus particularly on construction, exigency, and intent of the argument. Additionally, we will examine visual images as they relate to and/or serve as alternative forms of text. Students will be able to identify and analyze a wide variety of visual elements such as color, font, composition, context, and subject matter and will be able connect those elements with the overall function/purpose of the visual image.

Section Objectives
· Students will be able to identify and define rhetorical appeals.

· Students will be able to evaluate the effectiveness of argumentative writings by identifying rhetorical appeals and intended audience, and by analyzing overall impact of rhetoric.

· Students will be able to will be able to understand and analyze how various effects are achieved by writers’ linguistic and rhetorical choices.

· Students will be able to produce one or more argumentative writing assignments based on readings representing a wide variety of prose styles and genres.

· Students will be able to familiarize themselves with AP Language argumentative rubrics to improve their own writing and to effectively assess sample AP reader essays as well as those of their peers.

· Students will be able to analyze how visual images relate to written texts and how visual images may serve as alternative forms of texts.

· Students will be able to become more closely familiar with AP Language multiple choice reading passages, question types, and answer choices to improve scores on practice tests.

Readings

· “Thinking as a Hobby” by William Golding

· “A Biological Homage to Mickey Mouse” by Stephen Jay Gould

· “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King, Jr.

· “Shooting an Elephant” by George Orwell

· “A Modest Proposal” by Jonathan Swift

· “Battle of the Ants” from Walden by Henry David Thoreau
· “Ain’t I a Woman?” by Sojourner Truth

Excerpts from

· Wolf at the Table by Augusten Burroughs

· “Inaugural Address” by John F. Kennedy

· Me Talk Pretty One Day” by David Sedaris

· By Any Means Necessary: Speeches, Interviews, and a Letter by Malcolm X
Multimedia/Visual Texts
· Website designs, subway maps (multiple versions) of various international cities, informational brochures/pamphlets, and transportation timetables

· Advertisements and Propaganda, Cartoons, and Photographs from sources such as:

· National Geographic

· Newsweek

· The New Yorker

· The New York Times

· People

· Sports Illustrated


Writing Assignments
· Write, peer edit, and revise 4 timed argumentative essays (released AP Language prompts will be used)

· Analytical papers on select argumentative/persuasive readings (2 total)
· Critical analysis essays (2) on a variety of visual texts (including but not limited to photos, paintings, brochures, webpage designs, ads, cartoons, charts, maps, instructional materials, and pamphlets)

· Timed rhetorical analysis essays (released AP Language prompts will be used)

· Visual Rhetoric Project -

· Students will create their own advertisement. In addition to creating the visual image, design components and writing accompanying copy, students will complete an assignment that will demonstrate their understanding of their target audience, as well as distribution plan for their product and advertisements to best reach their target audience.

· Students will create their own propaganda poster that supports a particular cause (past or present). In addition to creating the visual image, design components, and writing accompanying copy, students will complete an explication assignment that reflects their understanding of the cause, understanding of the target audience, and distribution plan for the poster to best reach their target audience.


Additional Skills/Materials

· Analysis and discussion of argument-specific rubrics (use of released AP Language grading rubrics).
· In-class formal debate (students will prepare arguments using rhetorical appeals and will debate one another in small groups).
· Examination of the rhetoric of visual media.
· Continue practicing Multiple Choice Question types, test taking strategies

· Complete several released AP Multiple Choice Passages.
· Two AP Multiple Choice Sections will be administered during class time and will be timed according to AP Language Exam guidelines.
· Large and small group discussions as an opportunity for focused dialogue to occur.

· Open dialogue will be primary assessment.
· Ongoing nonfiction independent reading project.

Section 3 – Research and Synthesis


Research and Synthesis
The third and final section of the course will focus primarily on research skills, citation skills, and development and support of a unique argument. Students will be able to evaluate, use, and cite primary and secondary sources. Students will be able to formulate a unique argument developed from an analysis of a variety of sources. Students will be able to employ MLA formatting and citation guidelines in all research and synthesis based assignments.

Section Objectives
· Students will be able to demonstrate research skills.

· Students will be able to find, evaluate, use, and cite primary and secondary sources.

· Students will be able to use a number of different sources to develop (synthesize) a unique argument for a researched argument paper. 

· Students will be able to produce several drafts (including a final draft) of a researched argument paper that will ultimately function as a means of more fully developing an understanding of a student-selected topic.

· Students will cite sources using MLA (Modern Language Association) guidelines.

· Students will be able to practice AP Language rhetorical analysis and argumentative essay prompts. 

· Students will be able to practice reading and responding to AP Language multiple choice reading passages and questions to improve scores on practice tests.

Readings

· Friday Night Lights: A Town, A Team, and A Dream by H. G. Bissinger
· Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt

· Selections from The Bedford Reader, Ninth Edition edited by X. J. Kennedy, Dorothy M. Kennedy, and Jane E. Aaron

Excerpts from

· A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson
· The Year of Magical Thinking by Joan Didion

· CNN Transcripts

· Newsweek

· The New Yorker

· The New York Times

· The New York Times Magazine

· The Onion
· NPR.org

· The Professor and the Madman by Simon Winchester

Multimedia/Visual Texts
Advertisements and Propaganda, Charts, Tables, Graphs, Cartoons, and Photographs from sources such as:

· CNN.com
· Newsweek

· The New Yorker

· The New York Times
· The Onion
· People
· Reader’s Digest

· Sports Illustrated
· Vanity Fair

Writing Assignments
· Write, peer edit, and revise 4 timed synthesis essays (released AP Language prompts will be used).
· Write, peer edit, and revise 2 timed rhetorical analysis essays (released AP Language prompts will be used).
· Write, peer edit, and revise 2 timed argumentative essays (released AP Language prompts will be used).
· Produce a researched argument paper in which students will use several varying sources to develop a unique thesis statement on a chosen topic. Students will select an issue with cultural, political, or social relevance and will use five or more nonliterary sources (including one visual image) to develop a coherent, persuasive, and compelling position on that issue. Students will cite all sources (primary and secondary) using MLA guidelines, and will be graded on all prewriting materials as well as multiple drafts (including the final draft). 


Additional Skills/Materials

· Students will read and analyze material that conveys multiple perspectives about the same topic. They will seek out their own visual and written materials from which they will craft multiple choice questions. They will then write a synthesis prompt and essay.

· Analysis and discussion of rhetorical analysis, argument, and synthesis essay rubrics (use of released AP Language grading rubrics).
· Further in-depth examination of the rhetoric of visual media.
· Continue practicing Multiple Choice Question types, test taking strategies; complete several released AP Multiple Choice Passages.
· Two AP Multiple Choice Sections will be administered during class time and will be timed according to AP Language Exam guidelines.
· Open dialogue as well as final research project will be primary means of assessment.
Grading


A student’s final grade is the percentage of points earned against points possible. Different types of assignments may be weighted differently, and the course is designed to approximate the following percentages of credit bearing work: 35% composition, 25% tests/quizzes, 15% homework, and 25% participation. Participation may include: contribution to class discussion, participation in online bulletin board discussions and other preparatory materials, involvement in otherwise ungraded class activities, and adherence to student responsibilities (tardiness, preparation for class, etc.).

Class Materials

· The text(s) we are studying

· A three-ring binder or other portfolio with a section devoted to English handouts and notes

· Notebook paper without edge fringes

· Pencil and pen: #2 lead, blue or black ink only

Grade Access

Student grades are accessible to both student and parents. Grades will not posted in class at any time this year. Individual grade questions will not be addressed during class time; please make arrangements to see me at a mutually convenient time to discuss grades specifically.

Classroom Environment


All members of the classroom will treat each other at all times will with civility and respect. I would like to create a feeling in the classroom of relaxed seriousness of purpose, in which humor and enjoyment of discussion are valued, and speculation encouraged. Dialogue with the teacher and other students about subject matter pertinent to the content of the course should be unfettered by feelings of self-consciousness or intimidation. Serious, critical response to texts will be modeled and encouraged, and in turn expected of students.

Toward this end, the following classroom rules will be observed:

· All school rules will be followed in the classroom, with particular emphasis on adherence to conduct and to the Academic Integrity Policy.

· You must listen when another person is addressing the class, whether this person is the teacher or another student.

· Through common courtesy, show respect for the principles, property, and pursuits of other class members.

Composition Guidelines

Final copy compositions should follow standard MLA (Modern Language Association) guidelines:

· Typed, double-spaced

· 12-point Times New Roman font

· Use one side of the paper ONLY

· 1” margins all around

· Include a single-spaced title and a heading with name, period, date and e-mail address at the top left hand corner

· Works Cited list (when appropriate)

Major written assignments should be written first in rough draft form. These rough drafts may be proofed for errors by anyone willing to assist. The student, however, must complete the corrections.

Homework Policy


Graded homework in this class principally consists of reading assignments, writing assignments, and daily work. Late daily work will not be accepted for a grade. I will be happy to look at your homework for the purpose of giving you feedback, but I will award no points for late daily work. It is a student’s responsibility to back up assignments by saving work to a hard drive, USB drive, via e-mail, or other means. Save all work for this course.


Other homework consists primarily of reading assignments. Reading assignments are assessed on unit tests, the final exam, and by unannounced quizzes.

Absences & Make-up Work


In the event of an absence, students are responsible for finding out what work or assignments were missed. Unless serious incident or illness prevented a student from doing so, work due on the day that was missed must be turned in the day a student returns to class. Please label late work with the date due and the date turned in and hand it to me directly. If you are absent on the day of a test or quiz, you should be ready to take it in class on the day you return. If sufficient class time is not available, you must make arrangements with me to make it up. Work may only be made up for excused absences.


Due dates for long-term assignments are given well in advance. If there is a legitimate reason why you will not be in class on the day an assignment is due, or you will be unable to complete an assignment by the due date, please see me in advance (more than 48 hours before the due date) to explain the reasons and work out alternative arrangements. Unexcused absences on the day a presentation is due will result in no credit for group work presentations, or, at most, a grade of “C” for individual presentations. Major assignments are marked down 10 percent per day they are late, with 50 percent being the highest possible grade for assignments that are one week late.

I reserve the right to amend these policies during the course of the year.

PAGE  
11

