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AP W.Hist. – Homework Questions – Ch.1






Mr. Taylor

Due: Monday, September 16, 2013
The First Civilizations: The Peoples of Western Asia and Egypt

FOCUS QUESTIONS - PART I

ESSENTIAL QUESTION - Read pgs. 1-16
In what ways were the civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt alike?  In what ways were they different?  What accounts for the similarities and differences?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Consider why the spread of agriculture occurred as and when it did. 


2. Examine the various aspects of the everyday lives of men and women in the Paleolithic Age, Neolithic Age and in later Middle Eastern societies.  (economic, social, etc.)

3. What are the characteristics of civilization, and what are some explanations for why early civilizations emerged?
4. In what ways did the development of the first civilizations change human thought and behavior? How? To what extent? Why so?

5. What basic political structure(s) developed in the societies of ancient Mesopotamia? Did ideas about 

government and governmental actions change greatly over time? Did new groups create new systems 

of power distribution, or did they tend to recreate established or older structures when they came to

power? Give examples to back your thinking.

6. How did the development of writing change the societies of ancient Mesopotamia and, specifically, the lives of their peoples?  Which groups might have been most affected?

7. Engage in an “informed speculation” about the nature and operation of the relationships that existed between the ancient belief systems and the governmental and economic systems developed by the peoples of the ancient Middle East.
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Mr. Taylor

Due: Tuesday, September 17, 2013
The First Civilizations: The Peoples of Western Asia and Egypt

FOCUS QUESTIONS - PART II

ESSENTIAL QUESTION - Read pgs. 16-34
In what ways were the civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt alike?  In what ways were they different?  What accounts for the similarities and differences?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

8. Why does the text say that the social structure and ideas of ancient Egypt were a reflection of the 

influence of the Nile? Was this people‑river relationship different from that which evolved in the

societies of the Tigris‑Euphrates region? Why or why not?

9. Study the perceptions of the natures and the roles of the god(s) and their relationship with humans in ancient Mesopotamian, Egyptian and Hebrew societies.

10. How did Judaism and Zoroastrianism differ from the religions of Mesopotamia and Egypt?

11. Discuss and debate the contributions of the various Middle Eastern civilizations to later Western civilization (examine all civilizations discussed). Was anything, aside from Assyrian’s military success, of unusual or lasting significance? If so, what and why? If not, why not?  Were personal or were institutional elements more important in determining Persian efficiency and success?  What evidence causes you to think as you do?

12. Discuss the frequent fragility of civilization, using the history of the Middle East as a focus.

13. Did the civilization of Egypt or the civilizations of Mesopotamia have a greater impact on human 

development? Why, and how?

14. Debate and discuss the advantages and the disadvantages of “civilization.”  In what ways did the development of the first civilizations change human thought and behavior? How?  To what extent? Why so?

Chapter 1

The First Civilizations: The Peoples of Western Asia and Egypt

Read the documents from Ch. 1 and answer the Document Based Questions (DBQs) (7) – Due: Mon., 9/23/13
1. “The Code of Hammurabi”—What are social and legal principles on which Hammurabi’s Code is based?  Is the perception of justice contained in the excerpt from the Code actually more equitable, particularly toward victims, than that employed in North American courts today? Why or why not? 

(page 13)

2.“The Great Flood”—In the excerpt from the Epic of Gilgamesh, what were the stated reasons why the

gods agreed to destroy mankind? What about the Mesopotamians perception of their gods? What does this passage suggest about the impact and the influence of the rivers of Mesopotamia? Would such a flood epic be likely in Egypt? Why or why not? Compare this excerpt from Gilgamesh with the Biblical account of Noah as found in Genesis. What are the similarities and what are the differences? (p. 16)

3. “The Significance of the Nile River and the Pharaoh”—How does the ‘Hymn to the Nile’ reflect the 

significance of the river in Egyptian society? What elements did the Nile contribute to Egyptian 

civilization?  In what ways did the position and the role of the Pharaoh relate to the Nile? What elements 

of stability and conservatism are apparent in the two poems? (p. 18)

4. “Akhenaten’s Hymn to Aten”—Describe the attributes of Aten. In the hymn, does it appear that Aten is a creator god or a created god? Is Akhanaten’s hymn to Aten an exclusive monotheistic theology, or is it reconcilable with polytheism? Explain. Compare the Hymn to Aten with Psalm 104 in the Hebrew Bible. What are the similarities, and what are the differences, if any? (p. 22)

5. “The Covenant and the Law: The Book of Exodus”—Why did the Hebrews believe they were the 

chosen people of God? Did the Covenant contain reciprocal duties and rewards? In general, what 

agreements and promises were believed to be inherent in it?  What has been the impact, religious and 

otherwise, on the history of western civilization? (p. 27)

6. “Three Hebrew Prophets: Micah, Isaiah, and Amos”—What are the ethical or moral concerns of the prophets as expressed in the excerpts? Speaking through the prophets, what is it that God wants from the Hebrews? Are there evidences in the passages that Hebrew monotheism has become a universal monotheism? If so, what are they? (p. 28)

7. “The Assyrian Military Machine”—In the excerpts, do the Assyrian emperors bother to justify their 

carnage?  How?  Were the ideas and practices of the Assyrians typical of military forces of that time? Of 

our (or any) time? Show why you think as you do. (p. 30)

Chapter 1

The First Civilizations: The Peoples of Western Asia and Egypt

Learning Objectives

In this chapter, students will focus on:

· How the Neolithic Agricultural Revolution occurred, and how it affected the lives of men and women

· How the chief characteristics of civilization are evident in ancient Mesopotamia

· The role of geography and religion in the civilization of ancient Egypt

· How Judaism and Zoroastrianism differed from the religions of Mesopotamia and Egypt

· Methods and institutions used by the Assyrians and Persians to amass and maintain their respective empires

· Similarities and differences between the Egyptian and Mesopotamian civilizations, and what accounted for these similarities and differences

Lecture Outline

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>I. The First Humans

A. Earliest humans: Hominids in Africa, 4 million B.C.E.

B. The Emergence of Homo sapiens: 250,000 B.C.E.

1. 100,000 B.C.E. division




a. Neanderthal (100,000–30,000 B.C.E.)




b. Homo sapiens sapiens (“Wise, wise human”)





1) Out-of-Africa theory largely accepted


C. The Hunter‑Gatherers of the Paleolithic Age

1. Paleolithic (Old Stone) Age 2,500,000–10,000 B.C.E. 

2. Nomadic, small bands of twenty to thirty persons



3. Rough equality of the genders 



4. Cave paintings early as 30,000 B.C.E. (Chauvet cave in southern France)



D. The Neolithic Revolution, c. 10,000–4000 B.C.E.


1. A Revolution in Agriculture

a. Middle East by 8000 B.C.E.

b. Much of the world between 8000 and 5000 B.C.E.

2. Mesolithic Age c. 10,000–7000 B.C.E.: transition from gathering to food-producing 

a. Different crops and animals domesticated in various regions

1) Wheat, barley, pigs, cattle, goats, sheep in Middle East and 


Europe

2) Yams and bananas in Africa

3) Rice and millet in China

4) Beans, squash, and maize in Mesoamerica

3. Neolithic Farming Villages




a. Jericho by 8000 B.C.E.

b. Catal Huyuk’s population six thousand by c. 6000 B.C.E.

4. Consequences of the Neolithic Revolution




a. Agricultural surpluses and population increase




b. Trade and division of labor




c. Eventually males as farmers, become dominant gender

II. Civilization

A. Characteristics of “civilization”

1. Urban

2. Political, military, and religious organization

3. Social stratification and material complexity



4. Writing, monumental architecture and other significant and intellectual activity

B. Early Civilizations Around the World

1. Mesopotamia and Egypt by 3000 B.C.E.

2. Indus River valleys 3000–1700

3. China’s Yellow River by 2000 B.C.E.

4. Central Asia (modern Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) by 2000 B.C.E.

5. Caral in Peru by 2600 B.C.E.

C. Causes of civilization?

1. Challenge and response?

2. Material development lead to more development?

3. Non-material causes, such as religion?

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36">III. Civilization in Mesopotamia: the land between the rivers: Tigris and Euphrates


1. Little rain: irrigation necessary

A. The City-States of Ancient Mesopotamia

1. Sumerian Cities by 3000 B.C.E.: Eridu, Ur, Uruk, Umma, and Lagash




a. Brick construction: walls and temples (ziggurats)

2. Evolve kingship from initial theocracy

3. Economy and Society

a. Primarily agricultural but also much commerce

1) The wheel

2) Woolen textiles, pottery, and metalwork 

b. Three social groups: nobles, commoners, and slaves

c. 90 percent of population engaged in farming


B.  Empires in Ancient Mesopotamia



1. Sargon’s Empire




a. Sargon of Akkad overran Sumerian city-states c. 2340 B.C.E.


b. Declined c. 2100 B.C.E. and return to city-state conflict

2. Hammurabi’s Empire: Hammurabi (1792–1750 B.C.E.)

3. The Code of Hammurabi




a. Not the first but the most famous




b. Strict justice: “an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth”


C.  The Culture of Ancient Mesopotamia

1. The Importance of Religion

a. Gods affected all aspects of life: polytheism and importance of 
divination

b. Difficult environment influenced Mesopotamian perception of the 


gods



2. The Cultivation of Writing and Sciences




a. Cuneiform, or “wedge-shaped” writing on clay tablets





1) Evolved from pictures of objects to phonetic system

2) Initially for record keeping

3) Epic of Gilgamesh and the quest for immortality 

4) Number system based upon 60 and a 12 month calendar

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>IV. Egyptian Civilization: “The Gift of the Nile”

A. The Impact of Geography

1.The Nile flooded annually bringing silt for the “Black Land” of the Nile Valley 


surrounded by the “Red Land” of the deserts



2. Nile more regular and predictable than Tigris and Euphrates required less state 


intervention and Egypt remain more rural than Mesopotamia

3. Nile led to unity, as winds blew south and current flowed north

4. Unlike Mesopotamia, deserts usually protected Egyptians from invasion

5. Regularity of the Nile and isolation led to sense of security and changelessness


B. The Old, Middle, and New Kingdoms

1. The Old Kingdom 


a. Menes unified Upper and Lower Egypt c. 3100 B.C.E.


b. Old Kingdom date from 2686 to 2125, or third through sixth dynasties


c. Pharaoh (king) was divine and pyramids constructed

1) Not arbitrary rule, but according to Ma’at, which included 


justice, harmony, and right order

d. Pharaoh assisted by the vizier and the nomarchs (governors of nomes 


or provinces)


2. The Middle Kingdom from 2055 to 1650 (followed a period of chaos and decline)


a. Later portrayed as a “golden age”


b. Pharaoh become the shepherd of his people rather than inaccessible

 

god-king


C. Society and Economy in Ancient Egypt



1. Pharaoh and upper class nobles and priests had large estates



2. Merchants traded along the Nile and with Crete, Syria, Nubia, and Red Sea



3. Most were peasants and serfs who worked the lands in theory owned by the 




pharaoh


D. The Culture of Egypt



1.Spiritual Life in Egyptian Society




a. Polytheistic, with sun gods and land gods particularly important




b. Gods took different forms depending upon specific role

c. Resurrection myth of Osiris and Isis connected to rebirth of the Nile 


through flooding and the hope for an afterlife

2. The Pyramids: Old Kingdom


a. Tombs for the pharaohs and part of larger complex of a city of the dead



1) Great Pyramid of Khufu, c. 2540 B.C.E.

3. Art and Writing


a. Art was functional and stylized and was ritualized to preserve the 



cosmic order


b. Hieroglyphics, or “sacred writings”


c. Writing on stone and papyrus


E. Chaos and New Order: The New Kingdom

1. Middle Kingdom end c. 1650 B.C.E. with invasion of Hyksos from western 


Asia

2. Egyptian Empire, or New Kingdom (c. 1550–1085 B.C.E.)


a. Created an empire throughout the Middle East


b. Temples, some constructed by female pharaoh, Hatshepsut (c. 1503–



1480)

3.Akhenaten and Religious Change (c. 1364–1347 B.C.E.)


a. Worship of Aten, god of the sun disk


b. Closed temples of other gods, particularly those of Amun-Re


c. Too radical, ignored foreign affairs


d. Succeeded by boy-pharaoh Tutankhamun (“King Tut”)



4.Decline of the Egyptian Empire




a. Invasion of “Sea Peoples” in 1200s, evicting Egyptians from Palestine




b. Last millennium B.C.E. Egyptians often ruled by foreigners (Nubians, 





Persians, and Greek-Macedonians)


F. Daily Life in Ancient Egypt: Family and Marriage



1. Positive outlook



2. Monogomy the rule, probably most were arranged marriages

V. New Centers of Civilization


A. Megalithic structures in Europe by 4000 B.C.E.

B. The Impact of the Indo-Europeans


1. Originally common language, from steppe region of southwest Asia


2. Major migrations c. 2000 B.C.E. and original language evolved into many


3. Hittites establish empire in modern Turkey (c. 1600–1200 B.C.E.), used iron

C. The Phoenicians: area of Palestine, cities of Byblos, Tyre, and Sidon

1. Great traders, including to Britain 

2. Established colonies including Carthage in north Africa

3. Simplified writing, using twenty-two different signs to represent sounds, led to 


most European alphabets through the Greek borrowing from the 


Phoenicians

D. The Hebrews: The “Children of Israel”

1. Historicity of Hebrew Bible?



2.The United Kingdom of Israel




a. Distinct group at least by 1100 B.C.E.




b. Saul (1020–1000): first king




c. David (1000–970): second king: captured Jerusalem and made it his 





capital




d. Solomon (970–930): third king: built Temple, housed the Ark of the 





Covenant



3. The Divided Kingdom: Kingdom of Israel and Kingdom of Judah




a. Kingdom of Israel destroyed by Assyrians (722 or 721 B.C.E.)




b. Kingdom of Judah destroyed by Chaldeans (586 B.C.E.)





1) Babylonian captivity ended by Persians



4. The Spiritual Dimensions of Israel




a. The covenant, the law, and the prophets




b. Prophets: universal monotheism but Jews remain loyal to covenant

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>VI. The Rise of New Empires


A. The Assyrian Empire by 700 B.C.E.


1. King was absolute monarch, with efficient communications and ruthless 



military


2. Assyrian Society: polyglot society



b. Religion a cohesive force: “land of Ashur,” the god


3. Assyrian Culture: hybrid, saw selves as guardians of Sumer and Babylonian 



culture



a. Royal palace relief sculptures best-known objects of Assyrian art

B. The Persian Empire


1. Cyrus the Great conquered Chaldeans and Babylon by 539 B.C.E.




a. Wisdom and compassion in organization of empire




b. Allowed Jews to return to Jerusalem



2. Expanding the Empire





a. Cambyses (530–522 B.C.E.) conquered Egypt




b. Darius (521–486 B.C.E.) extend empire in east to India and in west to 





Greece



3. Governing the Empire, the world’s largest under Darius




a. Twenty or so satrapies or provinces




b. Roads tied empire together, notably the Royal Road from Asia Minor to 





Susa



4. The Great King: regent of the god Ahuramazda




a. Cyrus built new capitol at Persepolis




b. International army, including the Immortals (ten thousand Medes and 





Persians) 



5. Persian Religion: Zoroastrianism 




a. Zoroaster (b. 660 B.C.E.), the prophet




b. Zend Avesta, the sacred book




c. Ahuramazda, (“the Wise Lord”) was the one god





1) Cosmic struggle with Ahriman, the evil spirit




d. A last judgment and either paradise or the abyss of torment
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Glossary
Agricultural (Neolithic) Revolution:  the shift from hunting animals and gathering plants for sustenance to producing food by systematic agriculture that occurred gradually between 10,000 and 4000 B.C.E.

Australopithecines:  “southern ape-men;” earliest human-like creatures, three to four million years ago

Cuneiform:  “wedge-shaped;” a system of writing developed by the Sumerians that consisted of wedge-shaped impressions made by a reed stylus on clay tablets

Divination:  the practice of seeking to foretell future events by interpreting divine signs, which could appear in various forms

Hieroglyphics:  a highly pictorial system of writing most often associated with ancient Egypt

Hominids:  humanlike creatures

Homo erectus:  more advanced human form, 1.8 million years ago, made use of larger and more varied tools

Homo habilis:  “handy human,” earliest tool-making hominid

Homo sapiens:  “wise humans,” as early as 250,000 years ago

Homo sapiens sapiens:  “wise, wise humans,” 100,000 years ago, first anatomically modern humans

Ka:  Egyptian spiritual body

Mastabas:  Egyptian rectangular structures with flat roofs, tombs for pharaoh’s noble officials

Mesolithic Age:  the period from 10,000 to 7000 B.C.E., characterized by a gradual transition from a food-gathering/hunting economy to a food-producing economy

Monotheism:  having only one god, the doctrine or belief that there is only one god

Neanderthals:  Homo sapiens, in Germany, relied on a variety of stone tools and first early people to bury their dead

Neolithic Age:  “New Stone Age,” mastery of agriculture, humans become food producers

Paleolithic Age:  “Old Stone Age,” the period of human history when humans used simple stone tools, food gatherers

Pharaoh:  “great house,” Egyptian kings, considered to be divine

Polytheism:  having many gods, belief in or the worship of more than one god

Satrap/satrapy:  a governor with both civil and military duties in the ancient Persian Empire, which was divided into satrapies, or provinces, each administered by a satrap

Theocracy:  government by a divine authority

Ziggurat:  a massive stepped tower upon which a temple dedicated to the chief god or goddess of a Sumerian city was built

Lesson Plan

AP Standards

Foundations

 1. Locating world history in the environment and time

· Geography and Climate

· Demography

· Periodization in early human history

· Nature and changes associated with the time span

· Continuities and breaks within the time span; e.g. the transition from river valley civilizations to Classical civilizations 

· Diverse interpretations

· Issues involved in using “civilization” as an organizing principle

· Connection or diffusion versus independent invention as the most common source of change

2. 
Developing agriculture and technology

· Emergence of agriculture and technological change
· Nature of village settlements
· Impact of agriculture on the environment
· Introduction of key stages of metal use
3. 
Basic features of early civilizations in different environments

· Mesopotamia
· Egypt
· Indus
4. 
Classical Civilizations

· Social and gender structures
· Major trading patterns of classical civilizations
· Technology
5. 
Major belief systems

· Judaism

Major Comparisons and Snapshots

· Comparisons of caste system to other systems of social inequality, including slavery
· Comparisons of city societies and cultures with pastoral and nomadic societies
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