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AP W.Hist. – Homework Questions – Ch.5






Mr. Taylor

Due: Monday, October 28th, 2013
The World of the Romans

FOCUS QUESTIONS - PART I

ESSENTIAL QUESTION - Read pgs. 126-140
In what ways were the Roman Empire and the Han Chinese Empire similar, and in what ways were they different?

What did one historian mean when he said that the Romans became Christians and the Christians became Romans?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Develop the factors and influences (geographic environment, Etruscan and Greek cultural influences, etc.), which determined the nature and timing of early Roman development.

2. Study the ongoing rivalry of patricians and plebeians as they attempted to influence governmental and societal developments during the Struggle of the Orders.

Examine and describe the issue of the evolving nature of the gradually “democratizing” society of Rome’s early centuries.

3. Explore the conservative but also the pragmatic nature of Roman society from the beginning of the Republic to its fall.

Examine the history and the culture of the Roman Republic as a major influence and inspiration for America’s Founding Fathers at the time of the Revolution and Constitution.

4. Examine the causes, nature, and results (governmental and socioeconomic) of Roman imperialism, considering both internal and external factors.

Compare these developments with those of earlier Greek expansion and the motives and results of Alexander the Great’s imperialistic ventures.

In addition, use maps of Han China and Silk Road, etc., for further comparisons and contrast.

5. “The Romans had a genius for solving problems.” Discuss, with examples.

6. Why were efforts such as those of the Gracchus brothers, Marius, and Julius Caesar unable to save the 

Roman Republic?

7. Did Augustus really begin the Roman Empire because he had no alternative? Why or why not? 

“No Roman was more important than Augustus.” Discuss. 
Did the policies of Octavian give Rome a new and viable future?  Cite examples to support your viewpoint.
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Mr. Taylor

Due: Tuesday, October 29thth, 2013
The World of the Romans

FOCUS QUESTIONS - PART II

ESSENTIAL QUESTION - Read pgs. 140-156
In what ways were the Roman Empire and the Han Chinese Empire similar, and in what ways were they different?

What did one historian mean when he said that the Romans became Christians and the Christians became Romans?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

8. How did the works of Catullus, Virgil, Horace, Livy, and Tacitus reflect the conditions of Roman society 

during their respective eras? 

Is it accurate to state that Roman law was more significant in world development than its artistic and literary 

achievements? Why or why not? 

9. What did the tenor of popular life in Rome, including the spectacle of gladiatorial shows, reveal about living 

conditions and popular value systems of the early Roman Empire? 

10. Study the governmental (personalities, perceptions, and policies) conflicts and changes in Rome between 140 B.C.E. and the end of the Republic under Octavian and from Augustus to Marcus Aurelius.  

11. Explore the concepts of freedom and liberty in the Roman Empire, with particular emphasis on the “golden age” of the second century C.E.

Explore the functioning of the Roman family and the institution of slavery in the Roman Empire.
12. Examine the cultural, religious and socioeconomic changes, which transformed Roman society between the death of Julius Caesar and the early third century C.E.

13. Examine the status of religious affairs in the Roman world from the time of Augustus until the fourth century C.E.

Ask them to explain the reasons for the decline of traditional Roman religion and the ultimate success of Christianity.
14. Determine why the changes of Diocletian and Constantine failed, and more broadly, why the empire in the west foundered and collapsed.

Chapter 5
The World of the Romans
Read the documents from Chapter 5 and answer the Document Based Questions (DBQs) (8)  – Due: Thursday, 10/31/13
1. “Cincinnatus Saves Rome: A Roman Morality Tale”—In this excerpt, does Livy’s story appear to be historically valid?  Why or why not?  Why were the “common folk” less pleased than the officials at seeing the Dictator? What were their views of him likely to have been twenty days later? Were their fears accurate, but premature? Why or why not?  What elements in the story of Cincinnatus inspired later generations to hail him as “the noblest Roman of them all”? (page 129)

2. “The Destruction of Carthage”—Were the Romans in their sack of Carthage more savage than other armies would be in 

similar circumstances?  Why or why not?  How does Appian explain the  death and destruction of the city and its 

populace?  Is he convincing?  What is the significance of Scipio’s quotation from Homer?  Does that quote have any 

relevance to today’s world?  Why or why not? (p. 134)

3. “The Assassination of Julius Caesar”—Why was Caesar murdered? What miscalculations did the conspirators make?

Would things have been better if he had lived? Why or why not? Did the assassination of Caesar change the course of 

Roman history?  Why or why not? Does assassination ever change the course of history? (p. 136)

4. “Ovid and the Art of Love”—What attitudes and advice in this passage by Ovid might Augustus find offensive and 

contradictory to traditional Roman morality?  What does this excerpt reveal about Roman views of women?  Is there

anything “modern” in Ovid?  If so, what? (p. 142)

5. “Cato the Elder on Women”—How does Cato’s perception of women compare with that of Ovid in Document 4?

Would Cato’s attitude toward women be similar to male attitudes in ancient India and in ancient China?  Why or why not?  

Is the conservative Roman perception of women still to be found anywhere in the modern world?  Where, and why? (p. 

144)

6. “The Roman Fear of Slaves”—Why was slavery to be found in all ancient societies?  Was the rise of slavery 

inevitable as the Roman Empire expanded? Why or why not?  Would the fear of slave uprisings and the use of inhumane

punishments be typical of most societies where slavery was common?  Would the Roman response to slave violence be 

similar to that of slave owners in the American South prior to the Civil War?  Why or why not? (p. 147)

7. “The Eruption of Mount Vesuvius”—Why has the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 C.E. left such lasting memories in the history of Western Civilization? Was it because of its relative proximity to Rome? The literary abilities of those who wrote about the disaster, such as Pliny the Younger? What might have been the reactions of Romans of the upper-class and the lower-class when they heard about the eruption? Would the reactions be the same today? What recent natural disasters of our own time might have a long-lasting impact on the memories of future generations? Why? (p. 148)

8. “Christian Ideals: The Sermon on the Mount”—How did the beliefs and values presented in this passage differ from 

the accepted values and practices of Greco‑Roman civilization?  Is there anything in this excerpt which could explain why 

Christianity eventually became the dominant religion of the Roman Empire?  If so, what? (p. 152)

Chapter 5

The World of the Romans

Learning Objectives

In this chapter, students will focus on:

· The policies and institutions that help explain the Romans’ success in conquering Italy

· How Rome achieved its empire from 264 to 133 B.C.E., and the problems it faced as a result of its growing empire

· The chief features of the Roman Empire at its height in the second century C.E.

· The reforms Diocletian and Constantine instituted, and the extent to which these reforms were successful

· The characteristics of Christianity that enabled it to grow and ultimately triumph

· The similarities and differences between the Roman Empire and the Han Chinese Empire

· What one historian meant when he said the Romans became Christians and the Christians became Romans

Lecture Outline

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>I. Early Rome and the Republic


A. Geography: Apennines mountains, but large fertile plains, including Latium and 

Compania

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
B. Early Rome: according to legend, founded in 753 B.C.E. by Romulus and Remus



1. Pastoral people, spoke Latin (the language of Latium)



2. Were influenced, and probably directly ruled, by the Etruscans, who urbanized 

Rome




a. Romans adopted Etruscan toga, fasces insignia for magistrates, and 

alphabet


<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>C. The Roman Republic established in 509 B.C.E.

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
1. The Roman Conquest of Italy




a. By c. 300 B.C.E. Rome conquered the Latin states of Latium and the 

Samnites




b. Conquered southern Greek city-states by c. 260s B.C.E.




c. Established the Roman Confederation

1) Gave Roman citizenship to some non-Romans

2) Non-Romans were free to run own local affairs but provided 

soldiers




d. Rome used effective mixture of diplomacy and force

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>

2. The Roman State: an aristocratic republic

a. Consuls and praetors were chief executive officers and possessed the imperium, or right of command




b. Senate of 300 advised the magistrates, and had great influence




c. Centuriate assembly for the most important popular assembly 





1) Elected the magistrates and was dominated by wealthiest 

citizens



3. The Struggle of the Orders: Social Divisions in the Roman Republic




a. Patricians (descendants of original senators) vs. the plebeians (larger 

group)




b. All had the vote but only patricians could hold office




c. Two hundred year “struggle” ended in c. 280s B.C.E. with all citizens 

equal, 
but in reality the patricians and richer plebeians maintained 

aristocratic control


D<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>. The Roman Conquest of the Mediterranean (264–133 B.C.E.)

1. The Punic Wars: Rome v. Carthage


a. First Punic War (264–241): fought over island of Sicily and won by 

Rome

b. Second Punic War (217–202): Hannibal invaded Italy, almost defeating the Romans, but ultimately lost to Rome at the Battle of Zama in 202

c. Third Punic War (150–146): Rome destroyed Carthage, creating province of “Africa”



2. The Eastern Mediterranean 




a. Macedonia became a Roman province in 148 B.C.E.




b. Pergamum was deeded to Rome by its king in 133 B.C.E.



3. The Nature of Roman Imperialism

a. Initially it was opportunistic with no master plan




b. By late republic, aristocratic leaders favored expansion for glory and 

riches

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER><SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER><SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER><SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>E. The Decline and Fall of the Roman Republic (133–31 B.C.E.)



1. Growing inequality and unrest

a. Rise of large estates (latifundia) and small farmers forced out<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>


b. Increase in landless poor

c. Land reforms by the Gracchus brothers failed, led to violence



2. A New Role for the Roman Army




a. Marius recruited army from the landless rather than from traditional 

farmers





1) The new armies more loyal to their generals than to the state




b. Sulla marched on Rome with his army, instituted reign of terror in 82 

B.C.E.

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER><SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>3. The Collapse of the Republic




a. Pompey, Crassus, Julius Caesar formed Triumvirate in 60 B.C.E.




b. Caesar crossed the Rubicon from Gaul in 49, officially became dictator 

in 47 




c. Caesar instituted reforms, but assassinated by a Senate cabal in 44 

B.C.E.




d. Octavian Caesar defeated Antony and Cleopatra at Battle of Actium, 31 

B.C.E.


<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>II. The Roman Empire at Its Height

A. The Age of Augustus (31 B.C.E.–14 B.C.E.)


1. Octavian became Augustus (“the revered one”) in 27 B.C.E., the first emperor




a. Was imperator, or commander in chief, and controlled the army




b. Gave Senate a role, but Augustus controlled the major provinces



2. Augustan Society

a. Three classes: the senatorial, equestrian, and lower classes (the vast majority)




b. Lower classes in Rome received grain and public spectacles





1) Was possible although difficult to rise into equestrian class if 

wealthy

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER><SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>B. The Early Empire (14–180)

1. Julio-Claudians (14-68): Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, and Nero<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>




2. The Five Good Emperors (96–180): era of Pax Romana (first two centuries 

C.E.)




a. Trajan, Hadrian, et al.


<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
3. Frontiers and the Provinces




a. In second century, Roman Empire was one of world’s largest empires 




b. Some consolidation in second century as empire was overextended




c. In 212, Caracalla gave citizenship to every free inhabitant of the empire




d. A Greco-Roman civilization, particularly in towns and cities




e. Romanization: by 200, over 50 percent of Senators came from provinces
<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>

4. Prosperity in the Early Empire: Trade




a. Trade both within the empire and long distance (Silk Road)


5. Prosperity in the Early Empire: Industry and Farming



a. Much local industry but most people worked the land



b. Vast gulf between the rich and the poor

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>C. Culture and Society in the Roman World

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>

1. Literature in the Republic: Greek influence early




a. Catullus (c. 87–54 B.C.E.), lyric poet




b. Cicero (106–43 B.C.E.), orator and political philosopher



2. Golden Age of Latin Literature




a. Virgil (70–19 B.C.E.), epic poet, The Aeneid, Aeneas, a Trojan, founds 

Rome




b. Ovid (43 B.C.E.–18 C.E.), Amores and The Art of Love



c. Livy (59 B.C.E.–17 C.E.), History of Rome, but only 35 of 142 books 

survive

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
3. Roman Art 



a. Greek influence



b. Romans excelled in architecture, using the arch, vault, dome, and 

concrete




1) Public baths (Caracalla), amphitheaters, and roads


<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER><SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>4. Roman Law



a. Civil law applied to Romans



b. Natural law, or universal law based on reason, or law of nations



5. The Roman Family: at the heart was the paterfamilias, or the dominant male




a. Marriages were arranged




b. Education mainly for boys, as girls were to be married young




c. Upper-class women had considerable freedom in the Early Empire.

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>

6. Slaves and Their Masters




a. Slavery increased dramatically in the last two centuries of the Republic




b. Slaves had numerous functions and treatment of slaves varied widely




c. Numerous slave rebellions, most famously the Spartacus revolt in 73 

B.C.E.


<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
7. Imperial Rome: population was about one million at time of Augustus




a. Various ethnic neighborhoods, gulf between rich and poor, threat of 

fires




b. Free food for 200,000 and grand scale entertainment—“Bread and 

Circuses”



8. The Gladiatorial Shows, famously in Rome’s Colosseum, but all over the 

empire




a. Extremely popular, and diverted the idle masses from political unrest



9. Disaster in Southern Italy: eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 70 C.E.

III. Crisis and the Late Empire


A. Crisis in the Third Century: civil wars, a military monarchy, barbarian invasions, and 

plague



1. Economic collapse and inflation, and population declined by perhaps one-third


B. The Late Roman Empire



1. The Reforms of Diocletian (284–305) and Constantine (306–337): control and 

coercion




a. Increased the bureaucracy, enlarging the army and civil service




b. Loss of individual freedom as a result of increased economic demands





1) Established maximum wages and prices, but failed to work





2) Forced people to remain in their designated vocations




c. Constantine’s new capital in the east at Byzantium, renamed 

Constantinople



2. The End of the Western Empire





a. German barbarian invasions, particular when under pressure by the 

Huns 




b. German Visigoths sacked Rome in 410, as did the Vandals in 455




c. Western provinces became small Germanic kingdoms




d. Odoacer removed Romulus Augustulus, the last western emperor (476)

I<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER><SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>V. Transformation of the Roman World: The Development of Christianity

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
A. The Religious World of the Romans



1. State religion focused upon worship of a pantheon of gods, with Jupiter at apex



2. Imperial cult of Roma and Augustus



3. Mystery religions provided amore emotional spiritual experience

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
B. The Jewish Background



1. Various groups: Sadducees, Pharisees, Essenes, and Zealots



2. Jewish revolt in 66 C.E. was crushed by Rome, and temple in Jerusalem 

destroyed

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
C. The Rise of Christianity



1. Jesus of Nazareth (c. 6 B.C.E.–29 C.E.)

a. A worshiping Jew

b. Simple message: love God and each other; humility, charity, brotherly love

c. A heavenly kingdom, not an earthly one

d. Authorities believed Jesus undermining religion and a threat to public order




e. Pilate ordered Jesus crucified

f. Jesus’s followers believed he was resurrected, was the Messiah, the anointed one, (Christos in Greek) and would return and usher in the kingdom of heaven


2. The importance of Paul of Tarsus (c. 5–c. 67)

a. Jesus a savior-god, the son of God, and by his death had atoned for humanity’s sins, making possible their reconciliation with God and their salvation

b. Carried message to both Jews and Gentiles



3. The Spread of Christianity




a. Paul’s letters to various Christian communities




b. The four gospels (“good news”)




c. Many early Christians were Hellenized Jews and Greek-speakers

d. By second and third centuries, many were Latin-speaking, and Bible translated from Geek into Latin



4. The Changing Roman Views of Christianity

a. Initial Roman toleration gave way to sporadic persecution, particularly because Christians refused to worship the state gods or participate in the imperial cult

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
D. The Triumph of Christianity



1. Well trained hierarchy of urban bishops 

2. Christianity seemed similar to many mystery religions, promised individual salvation, provided a community to belong to, and attracted all classes, and particularly women



3. Constantine’s Edict of Milan (312) gave official toleration to Christians



4. Theodosius (378–395) made Christianity the only religion of the empire

V. Comparison of the Roman and Han Empires

A. Similarities

1. lasted for centuries

2. similar social and economic structures

3. family central

4. eventually faced overwhelming challenges

B. Differences

1. Chinese imperial tradition and its class structure and values survived under new 

dynasties into the twentieth century

2. the Roman Empire collapsed and lived on only as an idea


VI. Conclusion 

Glossary
Auxiliaries:  troops enlisted from the subject peoples of the Roman Empire to supplement the regular legions composed of Roman citizens

Coloni:  free tenant farmers who worked as sharecroppers on the large estates of the Roman Empire

Consuls:  the chief executive officers of the Roman Republic

Essences:  Jewish sect that awaited the Messiah who would deliver the Jews from oppression

Fasces:  an Etruscan symbol for rule, adopted by the Romans, an axe surrounded by a bundle of rods

Dictator:  in the Roman Republic, an official granted unlimited power to run the state for a short period of time, usually six months, during an emergency

Diocese:  the area under the jurisdiction of a Christian bishop, based originally on Roman administration districts

Eucharist:  a Christian sacrament in which consecrated bread and wine are consumed in celebration of Jesus’s Last Supper, also called the Lord’s Supper or communion

“Good Emperors”:  the five emperors who ruled from 96 to 180, a period of peace and prosperity for the Roman Empire.

Imperium:  “the right to command;” in the Roman Republic the chief executive officers possessed the imperium

Latifundia:  large landed estates in the Roman Empire

Liberal arts:  the seven areas of study that formed the basis of education in medieval and early modern Europe

Oligarchy:  rule by a few

Pantheism:  a doctrine that equates God with the universe and all that is in it

Paterfamilias:  the dominant male in a Roman family whose powers over his wife and children were theoretically unlimited, though they were sometimes circumvented in practice

Patricians:  great landowners who became the ruling class in the Roman Republic

Plebeians:  the class of Roman citizens who included non-patrician landowners, craftspeople, merchants, and small farmers in the Roman Republic

Praetorian guard:  the military unit that served as the personal bodyguard of the Roman emperors

Principate:  the form of government established by Augustus for the Roman Empire

Senate/senators:  the leading council of the Roman Republic, composed of about 300 men who served life and dominated much of the political life of the Republic

Zealots:  militant, extremist Jewish sect that advocated the violent overthrow of Roman rule

Lesson Plan

AP Standards

Foundations

1. Locating world history in the environment and time

· Geography and climate

· Demography*

2. 
Developing agriculture and technology

· Introduction of key stages of metal use*

4. 
Classical Civilizations

· Mediterranean
· Social and gender structures*
· Major trading patterns of classical civilizations*
· Arts
5. 
Major belief systems

· Polytheism
· Judaism
· Christianity
6. 
Late Classical period (200 C.E. to 600 C.E.)

· Collapse of empires*
· Loss of western portion of Roman Empire*
· Han China*
· Movement of peoples (Bantus, Huns, Germans, Polynesians)*
· Huns
· Germans
· Interregional networks by 600 C.E. Trade and religious diffusion*

Major Comparisons and Snapshots

· Comparisons of the major religious and philosophical systems

· Describe interregional trading systems, e.g. the Indian Ocean Trade
· Role of women in different belief systems

· Christianity

· How and why collapse of empire was more severe in western Europe than in eastern Mediterranean or China

· Comparisons of caste system to other systems of social inequality, including slavery
· Comparisons of city societies and cultures with pastoral and nomadic societies

· Compare the political and social structure of two early civilizations, using any two of the following: Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus Valley, Shang Dynasty, and Mesoamerica and Andean South America

