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AP W.Hist. – Homework Questions – Ch.7






Mr. Taylor

Due: Wednesday, November 20th, 2013
Islam and Byzantium

FOCUS QUESTIONS - PART I

ESSENTIAL QUESTION - Read pgs. 187-199
In what ways did Byzantine and Islamic civilizations resemble and differ from each other?  Was their relationship overall based on cooperation or conflict?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.  Trace the rise of Islam through its geographic, sociocultural, and religious environments.

2.  Study the nature and relative influences of urban and Bedouin values, ideas, and “lifestyles” in the Arabian peninsula in the sixth century C.E.

3.  Examine Muhammad’s life, including his background, status, and influence.  Trace the major events in the life of Muhammad and their relationship to the rise of Islam. Was he a “visionary merchant,” an ascetic, an adept political figure, a “saint,” all of the above, or yet something else?

4.  Assess the central beliefs and ideas of the Islamic movement as they developed, noting links between religious, socio-economic, and political factors.

5.  Analyze the rapid territorial expansion of Islam and the nature and timing of internal and external forces that influenced its development and progress.

6.  Using the maps in the text, to trace the speed and nature of Islamic expansion and to consider how it altered the lives and societies of all the peoples involved, Muslim and “other.”
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Mr. Taylor

Due: Thursday, November 21st, 2013
Islam and Byzantium

FOCUS QUESTIONS - PART II

ESSENTIAL QUESTION - Read pgs. 199-213
In what ways did Byzantine and Islamic civilizations resemble and differ from each other?  Was their relationship overall based on cooperation or conflict?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

7.  Examine the nature of Islamic civilization in terms of its social (class, gender, etc.), intellectual, and economic aspects.
8.  Compare and contrast the Umayyad and Abbasid dynasties and their respective influences upon the evolving culture of Islam.
9.  Consider the impact of internal divisions and the external pressures exerted by the Turks and Mongols on the status and development of an Islamic world.
10.  Examine how the lives and status of women, slaves, soldiers and other groups in the Islamic world compared and contrasted with those of their peers in other societies previously studied.
11.  Evaluate the major achievements in thought, architecture and artistic endeavors in the Islamic world and consider if, and why, the reign of Harun al Rashid was “the Golden Age of the Abbasid Dynasty.” 
12.  Examine the impact of the Mamluks, Turks and Mongols on the Islamic world. Have students also show which, if any, were on balance, beneficial or harmful to the development of the Islamic world between the seventh and fifteenth centuries.

Chapter 7
Islam and Byzantium
Read the documents from Chapter 7 and answer the Document Based Questions (DBQs) (7) – Due: Monday, 11/25/13
1.“The Qur’an: The Pilgrimage”—What was the significance or importance of the pilgrimage? Why to Mecca? What does Sura 22 indicate about the relationship between animals and humans and both to God/Allah? What challenges did Muslims pilgrims face going to Mecca on a pilgrimage in the immediate centuries after Muhammad? Today? Do other religions encourage or require pilgrimages? (page 190)

2. “A Pilgrimage to Mecca”—The writer of the excerpt is Ibn Jubayr, a Spanish Muslim. What is the relation between Islam and Spain during these centuries? Why is the Black Stone, set in the Ka’aba, of such significance? What is it? Where does it come from, according to the Islamic faithful? (p. 192) 

3. “The Crusades in Muslim Eyes”—What view of Christians and Europeans did Usamah hold? Why? Was his view reasonable? Do his values in any way distort his viewpoint? Why or why not? What biases, both Christian and Muslim, are exhibited in Usamah’s comments?  (page 196)

4. “‘Draw Their Veils Over Their Bosoms’”—What are some of the possible explanations why female attire in the Arabic 

world become more restrictive over time? Did the custom go beyond the original Qur’anic requirements?  Do other 

cultures and religions have similar requirements? Why and or why not? (page 200)


5. “Love for a Camel”—Why was the camel so central to Arabic culture? What did the camel provide to the peoples of the 

region? The poet Tarafah exhibits almost a sensual feeling for his camel. Why? In the poem, what else brings forth the 

same sorts of feelings for the poet? (p. 202)

6. “The Passions of a Sufi Mystic”—What is Rumi’s poem suggest about Sufism, and what kind of religious experience is 

he trying to obtain through singing and dancing? What was the appeal of Sufism?  Why did many orthodox Muslims, both 

Sunni and Shia, often view Sufis as heretics? (p. 204) 

7. “A Western View of the Byzantine Empire”—Was Liudprand a skilled diplomat? How accurate does his estimate of 

Constantine VII appear to be? Why? Does Liudprand exhibit any signs western inferiority when he appeared before the 

eastern emperor? What does his note about the carzimasia tell about him and his perception of the emperor?  (p. 212)

Chapter 7

Islam and Byzantium
Learning Objectives

In this chapter, students will focus on:

· The main tenets of Islam, and how the religion compares with Judaism and Christianity

· Why the Arabs underwent such a rapid expansion in the seventh and eighth centuries, and why they were so successful in creating an empire

· The main features of Islamic society and culture during its era of early growth

· The main features of Byzantine civilization, and why it followed a separate path from that taken by Christian societies in the West

· The ways in which Byzantine and Islamic civilizations resembled and differed from each other, and the overall basis of their relationship (cooperation vs. conflict)

Lecture Outline

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>I. The Rise of Islam


A. Arabs a Semitic-speaking people



1. Mainly tribal Bedouins, under a chief or sheikh 


2. Polytheistic with a supreme god known as Allah presiding over a community of 

spirits 

a. Central shrine was the Ka’aba, which housed a sacred stone, or black meteorite in city of Mecca


B. The Role of Muhammad



1. Muhammad (570-632), born in Mecca




a. Became a caravan manager and married Khadija, a rich widow




b. Became concerned about acquisitive behavior of commercial elites




c. While meditating, Angel Gabriel came to him with revelations from 

Allah




d. Final revelation (Judaism and Christianity only partial)




e. Revelations ultimately written down in the Qur’an (“recitation”)




f. Religion is Islam (“submission”), practitioners are Muslims




g. A prophet, but without honor in Mecca




h. Hegira: in 622, Muhammad left Mecca for Medina, where he gained 

support

i. Also Bedouin support, collectively forming the Muslim community, or umma




j. Returned to Mecca in 630, and made the Ka’aba a sacred shrine of Islam 


C. The Teachings of Muhammad



1. Islam is monotheistic, like Judaism and Christianity



2. Unlike Christianity, its founder (Muhammad) was not divine



3. The holy book is the Qur’an, consisting of 114 suras, or chapters




a. Sacred, but also ethical guidebook, code of law, and political theory



4. Five Pillars of Islam




a. “There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is his prophet”




b. Pray five times each day




c. Fast from dawn to sunset during holy month of Ramadan




d. Give alms to the poor




e. Go on a pilgrimage to Mecca as least once in one’s life



5. Promise of eternal paradise, envisioned as an oasis 



6. Shari’a, or code of laws to be followed by Muslims



7. History and/or faith?




<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>II. The Arab Empire and Its Successors


A. Muhammad’s successors 



1. First caliph (or temporal leader) was Abu Bakr, Muhammad’s father-in-law



2. Religious leader was an imam



3. Jihad, or “striving in the way of the Lord”


B. Creation of an Empire



1. Against Byzantines and Persian Sassanian empires



2. Rapid expansion, in part because of Bedouin peoples



3. Conquered areas were governed by local officials



4. Conversion to Islam was voluntary, and if one did not convert a head tax had to 

be paid



5. Simplicity and egalitarian elements in Islam made it attractive 

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>C. The Rise of the Umayyads (661-750)


1. Rivalry over the succession led to assassination of Muhammad’s cousin, Ali, in 

661


2. Mu’awiya, governor of Syria, replaced Ali, establishing the Umayyad dynasty



3. Damascus was the capital 

4. Expansion across North Africa and into Spain by c. 710, which became Andalusia




a. Expansion into France thwarted by Charles Martel at Tour



5. Expansion against Byzantine Empire, attack Constantinople in 717, but failed

D. Succession Problems<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>



1. Factionalism



a. Ali’s son, Hussein, opposed Umayyads, but defeated in 680



b. Schism between Sunnis (Umayyads) and Shi’ites (“partisans of Ali”)


2. Revolt by Abu al-Abbas, descendent of Muhammad’s uncle, in 750

E. The Abbasids (750)

1. Abbasid Rule


a. Reduce distinction between Arab and non-Arab Muslims


b. Baghdad became the new capital, thus more Persian influence


c. Golden Age was under Harun al-Rashid (786–809)


d. Trade from Europe, Africa, India, and China


e. Caliphs became more regal

1) Advised by a council (diwan) and prime minister (vizier/wazir)

2. Instability and Division


a. Family rivalries, corruption, moral decline

b. Provinces seceded, e.g. Andalusia/al-Andalus, with center at Cordoba and the Fatimids in Egypt

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
F. The Seljuk Turks



1. Nomads from Central Asia



2. Moved into Abbasid Empire

3. Captured Baghdad in 1055, took title of sultan (“holder of power”)

4. Defeated Byzantines at Battle of Manzikert in 1071

5. Converted to Islam, but relatively tolerant of other religions



6. Turks were opposed by Persian Shi’ites, such as Hasan al-Sabahh and his 

“assassins”


<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>G. The Crusades



1. 1096–1200s



2. Christian West initially successful, established Crusader States in Middle East



3. In 1087, Saladin recaptured Jerusalem 



4. Trade between Christians and Muslims



5. Crusades had little importance in the history of the Middle East, unlike the 

Mongols



<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>H. The Mongols

1. Hulegu, brother of Khubilai Khan, captured Persian and Mesopotamia in 1258, bringing an end to the Baghdad caliphate 

2. Not Muslims

3. Brutal treatment of local populations, destroyed the economy

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>III. Islamic Civilization

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
A. The Wealth of Araby: Trade and Cities in the Middle East



1. Much prosperity, extensive trade by “fleets of the desert” (camels)

2. Focus of trade shifted from Baghdad to Cairo, but were other important cities such as Basra, Aden, Damascus, and Marrakech


B. Islamic Society



1. Considerable egalitarianism, in accord to Islamic beliefs



2. Merchants encouraged, unlike in China



3. Much slavery, but could not be Muslim, so from Africa and elsewhere 



4. Males were dominant, but more to Arabic culture than the Qur’an

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
C. The Culture of Islam, and Arabic the international language 

1. Philosophy and Science


a. Heirs to Graeco-Roman culture


b. Greek philosophers translated into Arabic



1) Through Ibn Rushd/Averroes in Spain spread into Christian 

Europe


c. Texts on mathematics and linguistics from India and paper from China

d. Arabic contributions with algebra (al-jabr) in 800s and Ibn Sina/Avicenna’s medical encyclopedia 



2. Islamic Literature




a. Heritage of poetry from pre-Islamic era




b. Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam (1100s)




c. The Arabian Nights/Tales from 1001 Nights




d. Sadi (the Persian Shakespeare) and his Rose Garden



e. Sufism and Rumi’s passionate lyrical verse




f. History writing with al-Mas’udi, Meadows of Gold



3. Islamic Art and Architecture




a. A blend of Arab, Turkish, and Persian traditions




b. Coherent over a wide area due to religion (Islam) and language (Arabic)

c. Great mosques: Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem, the Great Mosque of Samarra,  and the Great Mosque of Cordoba in Spain


1) Would include a mihrab pointing to Mecca 

d. Fortresses, palaces, castles, such as the Alhambra in Spain

e. Weaving, especially knotted woolen rugs

f. No figurative representations in Islamic art

g. Arabic script an inspiration (arabesques) 

IV. The Byzantine Empire, with Constantinople as the capital

A. The Reign of Justinian (527–565)


1. His reconquest  of the West was only partial and temporary



2. The Codification of Roman Law under Tribonian




a. Corpus Iuris Civilis (Body of Civil Law), 529, and written in Latin




b. Digest (533), writings of Roman jurists




c. Institutes (533), principles of Roman law, used as a textbook




d. Novels, edicts collected during Justinian’s reign 



3. Life in Constantinople:  The Importance of Trade




a. Largest city in Europe during the Middle Ages, center of European trade




b. Silkworms smuggled from China

4. The Emperor’s Building Program after riots of 532


a. The Hippodrome and great palace complex


b. Hagia Sophia/Church of the Holy Wisdom


B. From Eastern Roman to Byzantine Empire

1. The Byzantine Empire in the Eighth Century


a. Decline after Justinian and threat of Islam and the Bulgars


b. Greek, not Latin (Byzantine, not Eastern Roman)


c. Iconoclasm controversy 



1) Religious icons outlawed by emperor Leo III (717–741)



2) Led to disputes between eastern Orthodox Church and Roman 

popes


d. Eastern emperors claimed to be chosen by God, ruled both church and 

state


C. The Zenith of Byzantine Empire

1. The Macedonian Dynasty (867–1056)


a. Byzantine revival begin with Michael III (842–867)


b. Theological controversy/Photian schism when pope was 

excommunicated  


c. Macedonian emperors strengthened position of free farmers


d. Increased prosperity 


e. Spread of Orthodox Christianity to eastern Europe



1) Conversion of the prince of Kiev in 987


f. Went on the offensive militarily: Bulgars defeated, Crete and Cyprus 

annexed



1) By 1025 the Byzantine Empire as large as it had been since the 

600s

D. New Challenges to the Byzantine Empire


1. Rivalries between ambitious military leaders and aristocratic families 


2. Schism between Roman Catholic and Orthodox Christianity in 1054 


3. Threat of the Seljuk Turks 


4. Recovery under the Comneni (Alexius I Comnenus (1081–1118))

E. The Impact of the Crusades


1. Tremendous impact on the Byzantine Empire



a. First Crusade established western crusader states in Palestine

2. Fourth Crusade (1204)


a. Constantinople was sacked by the western crusaders



1) Venice wanted to eliminate Constantinople as an economic rival 


b. Latin Empire of Constantinople established

3. Byzantine restoration under Michael Paleologus, who recaptured Constantinople in 1261

4. Reduced in size, the Byzantine Empire survived until fall of Constantinople in 1453 to the Ottoman Turks

V. Conclusion

Glossary
Al-Ardulas:  Arabic name for Spain

Bedouin:  nomadic peoples of northern Arabia

Caliph:  the secular leader of the Islamic community, developed in period after the death of Muhammad

Corpus Iuris Civilis:  “Body of Civil Law,” Justinian’s codification of Roman law

Emir:  commander

Hadith:  collected sayings of the prophet Muhammad

Hegira:  the flight of Muhammad from Mecca to Medina in 622, which marks the firs date on the official calendar of  Islam

Iconoclasm:  an eighth-century Byzantine movement against the use of icons which was condemned as idolatry

Imam:  Islamic religious leader

Islam:  monotheistic faith given shape by Muhammad, in the tradition of Judaism and Christianity, term means “submission”

Jihad:  in Islam, "striving in the way of the Lord,” sometimes translated as “holy war”

Mihrab:  niche in the wall of a moque facing Mecca

Muezzin:  means “crier”; person who, from the minaret of a mosque, calls the faithful to worship five times a day 

Qur’an (Koran):  holy book of Islam, believed to contain the revelations of Allah as given to Muhammad, means “recitation”

Ramadan:  holy month of Islam, one of the Five Pillars, Muslims fast during the daylight hours

Shari’a:  Islamic law code

Sheikh:  ruling member of a Bedouin tribe

Shi’ites:  smaller of two main sects of Islam, drawn from the Arabidc phrase shi’at Ali (“partisans of Ali”); believe that leadership should come from the line of Ali

Sufism:  form that Islamic belief that called for mystical relationship between Allah and human beings

Sultan:  leader of the Seljuk Turks, means “holder of power”

Sunni:  larger of two main sects of Islam, translated as “orthodox,” leadership drawn from any true believer

Theme:  Byzantine administrative unit

Ulama:  a convocation of leading Muslim scholars

Umma:  the Muslim community as a whole

Vizier:  leader of the council who advised the caliph

Zakat:  giving alms to the poor, one of the Five Pillars

Lesson Plan

AP Standards

Foundations 

 5. 
Major belief systems

· Polytheism

6. 
Late Classical period (200 C.E.– 600 C.E.)

· Collapse of empires

· Interregional networks by 600 C.E. trade and religious diffusion

600 C.E.–1450

1. 
Questions of periodization

· Changes in world history framework leading up to 600 C.E.– 1450

· Emergence of new empires and political systems

· Continuities and breaks within the period

2. 
The Islamic World

· The rise of Dar al-Islam as a unifying force in Eurasia and Africa

· Islamic political structures, notably the caliphate

· Arts

· Science

· Technology

3. 
Interregional networks and contacts

· Trade

· Technology

· Cultural exchange

· Christianity and Islam

· Impact of the Mongol Empires

5. 
Developments in Europe

· The division of Christendom into Eastern and Western Christian cultures

7. 
Demographic and environmental changes

· Mongols

· Turks

· Arabs

8. Diverse interpretations

· Issues involved in using cultural areas rather than states as units of analysis

· Patterns in new opportunities and constraints placed on elite women in this period

Major comparisons and snapshots

· Role and function of cities in major societies

· Islam and Christianity

· Analyze gender systems and changes, such as impact of Islam

· Compare European and sub-Saharan African contacts and the Islamic world
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