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AP W.Hist. – Homework Questions – Ch.2






Mr. Taylor

Due: Friday, September 27, 2013
Ancient India

FOCUS QUESTIONS - PART I

ESSENTIAL QUESTION - Read pgs. 37-49
What are some of the key factors that explain why India became one of the first regions to create an advanced technological society in the ancient world?  To what degree does it merit comparison with Mesopotamia and Egypt as the site of the first civilizations?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Compare and contrast the natures of the Harappan, Ganges River Valley and Mesopotamian civilizations, and to consider what might be known about Mohenjo‑Daro and Harappa if their writings could be understood by modern scholars.

2. Discuss the possible relationships between Harappan civilization with the civilizations in ancient Mesopotamia.


3. Explore the origins of the Aryans and their possible relationships to other Indo-European societies.  

4. Review the timing, nature and results of the Aryan emergence in India.  Explore the impact of the Indian environment on the Aryans.

5. Explain the structure of the Indian caste system.  Examine the religious, political, and social influences and implications of the caste system on the various groups in India, both as it was developing and later.

6. Was the development of the caste system in India merely the result of the Aryan “conquest,” or did other elements also play major roles in its emergence?

7. Was the caste system a stabilizing or a destabilizing factor in Indian society, or both? Give specific examples.

8. Describe and evaluate life for women in India.
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Mr. Taylor

Due: Monday, September 30, 2013
Ancient India

FOCUS QUESTIONS - PART II

ESSENTIAL QUESTION - Read pgs. 49-62
What are some of the key factors that explain why India became one of the first regions to create an advanced technological society in the ancient world?  To what degree does it merit comparison with Mesopotamia and Egypt as the site of the first civilizations?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
9. Outline the ideas, circumstances, and timing of the emergence of the Hindu, Buddhist, and Jainist belief systems.  

10. Compare and contrast the central elements of these three Indian religions and with the tradition of Western monotheism (Discuss the possible monotheistic elements in Hindu polytheism).  

11. Survey the size and geographic and topographic settings of India and adjacent areas (mountain ranges, river valleys, water links to Mesopotamia, routes to and from central Asia).  Probe the relative degrees of influence (or determinism) resulting from geographic and cultural factors in the founding of both Harappan and post‑Harappan societies in India.  Examine the several geographic and non-geographic explanations, which possibly inhibited the permanent political unification of the Indian subcontinent. 

12. Consider the impacts of the Mahabharata, the Ramayana, and religious and/or philosophical ideas in shaping the varied thought patterns of ancient India. 

13. Consider the political structure developed during the reigns of Chandragupta Maurya and Asoka, and compare and contrast them with the functioning of government in Egypt under Akhenhaten, and in Mesopotamia under Hammurabi. 

14. Give an overview of the relationships, including the impacts and influences, between the Mediterranean/Middle Eastern and Chinese societies with ancient India. 

15. What was the nature and symbolic significance of the three main types of religious architecture in ancient India?  Survey the art and architecture of ancient India and compare it with that of the Middle East as to style and function.

Chapter 2

Ancient India

Read the documents from Chapter 2 and answer the Document Based Questions (DBQs) (8) – Due: Wed. 10/2/13
1.  “The Origins of Kingship”—How does Bhishma explain the development of kingship? Is it convincing? Why or why not? What alternative explanations might there be to the emergence of monarchy in India? Geographical? Historical? Is there anything uniquely “Hindu” about Bhishma’s answer to Yudhisthira? If so, what is it? (page 44)

2.  “The Duties of a King”—How did the policies of Mauryan rulers compare to the ideas of proper administration expressed in the Arthasastra? How do the comments of Kautilya compare with the ideas of Mencius (Chapter 3). Does the advice given in the Arthasastra seem relevant in the modern world?  Why or why not? (p. 45) 

3. “Social Classes in Ancient India”—How did the Law of Manu included here illustrate the basis of the Indian caste system? What factors might have given the brahmins the premier position in the Law of Manu?  Did the law serve non‑religious functions as well? Be specific. (p. 46)

4. “In the Beginning”—How might the theological and philosophical ideas from this selection of The Upanishads differ from earlier Aryan beliefs?  Is the “Being” represented here similar to developing western ideas of monotheism as found in Zoroastrianism and Judaism?  Why or why not?  Is this passage reconcilable with a belief in polytheism? (p. 50)

5. “How to Achieve Enlightenment”—What is the “Middle Path”?  How do the “Four Noble Truths” of the Middle Path deal with the central ideas of Gautama’s thought? What are their relationship to Hinduism and what are the comparisons and contrasts with the ideas of Judaism and Zoroastrianism? 

(p. 54)

6. “The Voices of Silence”—How do these “voices of silence” cast light on the feelings, thoughts and 

lives of women in ancient India?  Are they particularly unique to India or are they universal in feelings?  What does the poem by the Buddhist nun suggest about the non-religious motive of women who choose a religious vocation?  Why are the voices of women so rare in history? (p. 55)

7. “Draupadi’s Humiliation”—What does Draupadi’s words suggest about the status of even upper-class women in India?  Was there anything uniquely Indian about her cries and complaints? What elements in this brief excerpt from The Mahabharata illustrate why it is India’s most popular long literary work. 

(p. 58)

8. “Rama and Sita”—What does this excerpt from The Ramayana indicate about the conception and responsibilities of Indian kingship?  Why is Sita considered to be the ideal female role model by many Indians?   How is Hinduism represented in this passage?  How might Buddhists respond to this story of Rama and Sita? (p. 59)

Chapter 2

Ancient India 

Learning Objectives

In this chapter, students will focus on:

· The chief features of the Harappan civilization, and the ways in which it was similar to the civilizations that arose in Egypt and Mesopotamia

· The effects of the class system and family on Indian civilization

· The main tenets of Hinduism and Buddhism, and how each religion influenced Indian civilization

· India’s inability to maintain a unified empire in the first millennium B.C.E.

· How the Mauryan empire was temporarily able to overcome tendencies towards disunity

· The ways in which the culture of ancient India resembled and differed from the cultural experience of ancient Mesopotamia and Egypt

· Some of the key factors that explain why India became one of the first regions to create an advanced technological society in the ancient world and the degree to which it merits comparisons with Mesopotamia and Egypt as the site of the first civilizations

Chapter Outline

I. Emergence of Civilization in India:  Harappan Society

A. A Land of Diversity



1. Many languages and peoples: Dravidian, Aryan, and hill peoples



2. Cradle of religions: Hinduism and Buddhism, also Sikhism and Islam



3. Geography




a. Himalayan and Karakoram mountain ranges in north




b. River valleys of the Indus and Ganges




c. Deccan plateau in the south

B. Harappan Civilization: A Fascinating Enigma, only discovered in 1920s



1. Possibly ancestors to today’s Dravidians in south India



2. Covered 600,000 square miles



3. Major cities were Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro, 400 miles apart

4. Political and Social Structures




a. Harappa perhaps 80,000 population, 3-1/2 miles circumference




b. Cities on grid pattern, buildings of standardized bricks




c. Writing not yet deciphered, but included four hundred characters

d. Probably not a centralized monarchy but rather 1,500 cities and towns 

loosely connected by trade and alliances

e. Based on agriculture, perhaps first to cultivate cotton

5.Harappan Culture




a. Architecture functional rather than monumental




b. Wheel-turned and kiln-fired pottery


C. A Lost Civilization?—north of Indus River from Caspian Sea to Afghanistan

II. The Arrival of the Aryans in India c. 1500 B.C.E.

A. Harappan fall not due to Aryans but probably natural disasters (e.g., climactic change, 

floods)

B. The Early Aryans were pastoralists (cows and horses), not agriculturalists



1. Belonged to Indo-Europeans of steppes of Central Asia

2. Across the Ganges plans between 1500 and 1000 B.C.E. and then south across 

the Deccan plateau


3. Adopted agriculture, used iron plow 

4. Writing system based on Aramaic script from Middle East

5. Most of what is known about early Aryans from oral traditions of the Rig Veda



6. Tribes led by chiefs called rajas, kings were maharajas (“great rajas”)




a. Warrior class were the kshatriya




b. Required to follow the dharma, or laws, that set out standards for all



7. Impact of the Greeks




a. Alexander the Great arrived in India in 326 B.C.E.




b. Left Greek administrators and veneer of Greek culture


C. The Mauryan Empire

1. Founded by Chandragutpa Maurya (324–301 B.C.E.)




a. Advised by Kautilya, possible author of Machiavellian-like Arthasastra





1) Practical politics, ends justify the means





2) Provinces ruled by appointed governors, divided into districts





3) Most lived in agricultural villages, governed by council of elders


D. Caste and Class: Social Structures in Ancient India

1. The Class System




a. Aryans superior over non-Aryans/Dravidians





1) Light skin high status, dark skin lower status




b. Classes known as varna (color), sometimes mistakenly called castes





1) Brahmins, the priestly class





2) Kshatriya, the warrior class





3) Vaisyas, the commoners, often merchants





4) Sudras, servants and laborers, mostly indigenous peoples





5) Outcasts or untouchables




c. Class divisions were to be absolute in theory, and one was born and died 

in same class enforced by numerous taboos

d. Class system provided an identity for individuals in a hierarchical 

society

2. The Jati: kinship groups living in specific areas and carrying out specific 

functions

a. Each jati was composed of hundreds or thousands of individual families

E. Daily Life in Ancient India

1. The Family: three generations under same roof and generally patriarchal 


a. Linked together by ancestral religious rites




b. Male superiority, could be priests, and had monopoly on education



2. Marriage




a. Woman legally considered as a minor, and divorce generally prohibited




b. Child marriage common for young girls




c. Ritual of sati required wife to immolate herself on husband’s funeral 

pyre 



3. The Role of Women




a. Little utility outside home, but could have much influence inside it




b. A liability because parents required to provide dowry when marry




c. Indians fascinated by female sexuality 

F. The Economy

1. Indian Farmers




a. Life harsh: taxes, often worked land as sharecroppers, famine common




b. Unpredictable climate as much depended upon the seasonal monsoons

2. Trade and Manufacturing




a. Trade networks from China to the Mediterranean 




b. Indians trade spices, perfumes, jewels, textiles for gold, tin, lead, wine




c. Under the Mauryas, government played a major role

III. Escaping the Wheel of Life: The Religious World of Ancient India

A. Hinduism: over time the original Aryan worship evolved into Hinduism



1. Vedas are the sacred texts of hymns and ceremonies transmitted by Aryan 

priests




a. Pantheon of nature gods, common to most Indo-Europeans





1) Indra (warrior god) and Varuna (lord of justice)




b. Sacrifice important in ceremonies by priests (brahmins) 




c. Asceticism in pursuit of spiritual meditation to get beyond material 

reality





1) Led to yoga (union)

2) Reincarnation: individual soul is reborn after death in different 

forms

a) Final destination is union with Great World Soul, 

Brahman, and escape from the cycle of existence

b) Karma (one’s actions) determine where one is reborn on 

scale of existence

c) Dharma is the law regulating human behavior, differs 

depending upon class

2. Hindu Gods and Goddesses—33,000 gods and goddesses




a. Primary trinity, and all had wives





1) Brahma the Creator





2) Vishnu the Preserver





3) Shiva the Destroyer




b. Different manifestations of one ultimate reality

B. Buddhism: The Middle Path

1. The Life of Siddhartha Gautama (c.560–480 B.C.E.), the Buddha

a. Quest for how to escape from human suffering, which is caused by 

attachment to things of this world




b. The Middle Path between extreme asceticism and materialism




c. Material world is an illusion




d. Desires can be overcome through wisdom (bodhi=Buddhism) 




e. Escape from the wheel of life and achieve Nirvana by following 

the Eightfold Way

f. Reject Hinduism’s concept of class reincarnation as well as Hindu gods 

g. After his death, some of his followers worshipped the Buddha as a god

1) Stupas (stone towers containing relics of the Buddha) 

constructed





2) Monastic orders established, even for women



2. Jainism: founded by Mahavira, contemporary of Siddhartha

a. Stress poverty and asceticism and thus more extreme than Buddhism 


3. Asoka, a Buddhist Monarch (269-232 B.C.E.), grandson of Chandragupta 

Maurya




a. Became benevolent ruler, considered the greatest in Indian history




b. Constructed rock edicts throughout India

IV. The Rule of the Fishes: India after the Mauryas, whose dynasty ended in 183 B.C.E.


A. Numerous small kingdoms


B. Xiongnu warriors established the Kushan kingdom over much of north India


C. Rule of the fishes refer to the glorification of warfare, common attitude at the time

V. The Exuberant World of Indian Culture


A. Literature



1. Four Vedas, from c. 1500, transmitted orally for a thousand years

2. Literary language was Sanskrit, an Indo-European language, replaced by Prakit 

in oral communication

3. The Mahabharata (written c. 100 B.C.E.): story of Bharata family feud c. 1000 

B.C.E.

a. Bhagavad Gita and dialogue between Krishna (Vishnu) and Arjuna

4. The Ramayana (also written c. 100 B.C.E), story of Rama, the ideal Aryan hero, whose wife Sita was kidnapped by demon-king of Sri Lanka

B. Architecture and Sculpture

1. Religious structures included stone pillars (weighing up to 50 tons), stupas, and 

rock chambers (such as at Ajanta), many built by Ashoka




a. Popular and sacred themes, including Vedic, Buddhist, and pre-Aryan

b. Religious art often exuberant and sexual in portrayal of otherworldly 

delights

C. Science



1.Devised numerical system which is known as Arabic numbers



2.Recognized spherical nature of the earth



3.Matter was divided into five elements of earth, air, fire, water, and ether

VI. Conclusion

Glossary
Arthasastra:  an early Indian political treatise that sets forth many fundamental aspects of the relationship of rulers and their subjects

Bodhi:  Buddhist wisdom

Brahmins:  priestly caste

Caste system:   a system of rigid social hierarchy in which all members of that society are assigned by birth to specific "ranks," and inherit specific roles and privileges

Dharma:  in Hinduism and Buddhism, the law that governs the universe, and specifically human behavior

Eightfold path:  right knowledge, right purpose, right speech, right conduct, right occupation, right effort, right awareness, right meditation

Guru:  teacher

Hinduism:  the main religion in India, it emphasizes reincarnation, based on the results of the previous life, and the desirability of escaping the cycle

Jati:  system of extended families, basic social unit, in theory each jati was assigned a particular form of economic activity

Karma:  one rebirth in a next life is determined by one’s karma, sum of activities as compared to standard of dharma

Kshatriaya:  warrior caste

Maharajas:  “great rajas,” Aryan kings

Middle Path:  Buddhist path of moderation, avoidance of extremes of vulgar materialism or a life of self-torture

Nirvana:  Buddha’s view of metaphysical reality, release from passion and thus the endless cycle of rebirth

Polytheistic/polytheism:  having many gods, belief in or the worship of more than one god

Prakit:  common tongue of India, as compared to Sanskrit spoken by priestly class and scholars

Reincarnation:  the idea that the individual soul is reborn in a different from after death

Sanskrit:  holy language of India

Sati:  the Hindu ritual requiring a wife to throw herself upon her deceased husband's funeral pyre

Sudras:  great bulk of Indian population, everyone below the “twice-borns”

Syncretism:  the combining of different forms of belief or practice  

Twice-borns:  Brayminds, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas

Untouchables:  the lowest level of Indian society, technically outside the caste system and considered less than human

Vaisya:  “commoner,” merchant caste

Varna:  Indian classes or castes

Lesson Plan

AP Standards

Foundations

1. Locating world history in the environment and time

· Geography and climate 

· Demography

2. Developing agriculture and technology 

· Agricultural, pastoral, and foraging societies (Include Africa, the Americas, as well as Europe and Asia.) 
· Emergence of agriculture and technological change
· Nature of village settlements
· Introduction of key stages of metal use

3. Basic features of early civilizations in different environments

· Indus

4. Classical civilizations

· India
· Mediterranean
· Social and gender structures
· Major trading patterns of classical civilizations
· Arts
· Sciences
· Technology

5. Major Belief Systems

· Hinduism

· Buddhism

Major Comparisons and Snapshots

· Comparisons of the major religious and philosophical systems

· Role of women in different belief systems

· Buddhism

· Hinduism

· Comparisons of caste system to other systems of social inequality, including slavery
· Comparisons of city societies and cultures with pastoral and nomadic societies
· Comparisons of development of institutions and traditions in Indian civilizations
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