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AP W.Hist. – Homework Questions – Ch.4






Mr. Taylor

Due: Tuesday, October 22nd, 2013
The Civilization of the Greeks

FOCUS QUESTIONS - PART I

ESSENTIAL QUESTION - Read pgs. 95-108
In what ways did the schools of philosophy and major religions of the Hellenistic period differ from those of the classical period, and what do those differences suggest about society in the two periods?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Trace the development of early Greece, and compare and contrast the influence of geographic, cultural, and economic developments on the major segments of Greek civilization.  Compare the similarities and differences to earlier civilizations.

2. Was Mycenaean civilization more developed than that of the Minoans?  Define “developed.”  Why did each collapse?

3. To what degree did ideas contained in Homer’s writings influence later Greek civilization?  Did Homer create Greek history or record Greek history?

4. Compare and contrast the culture and institutions of early Greek communities of the second millennium B.C.E. with those that developed after the Dark Age.  Discuss the values of arete and agon in ancient Greek society and how they manifested themselves in both peace and war.

5. Examine the values and related actions of citizens of Athens and Sparta. Speculate how specific types of inhabitants would feel and act during wars and celebrations and in “everyday” situations.  Compare and contrast the natures of the Athenian and Spartan worldviews and the way they caused the two societies to deal with internal and external events and pressures between the 700s B.C.E. and the rise of Macedonia.  

6. Examine the role of warfare in the ancient Greek world and contrast it with the assumptions and practices of warfare in the early twenty-first century.
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Mr. Taylor

Due: Wednesday, October 23rd, 2013
The Civilization of the Greeks

FOCUS QUESTIONS - PART II
ESSENTIAL QUESTION - Read pgs. 108-123
In what ways did the schools of philosophy and major religions of the Hellenistic period differ from those of the classical period, and what do those differences suggest about society in the two periods?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

7. Examine the ideas of Socrates, Plato, Sophocles, Thucydides, and other Greek intellectuals and, having done so, to consider the degree to which they are indeed the essence of Western philosophical, political, and social beliefs. 

8. Trace the impact of city‑state development on the fragmented Greek populations as their particularism clashed with the broader perceptions of the earlier Homeric ideas and the later practices of the more inclusive Hellenistic societies.

9. Discuss the centrality of warfare in the Greek world, and trace its evolution from early Homeric examples through the campaigns of Alexander the Great.  How was Alexander the Great able to amass his empire, and what was his legacy?

10. Explain the Greek and non-Greek elements which made up Hellenistic civilization.

11. Compare and contrast the social, political, economic, and philosophical/religious practices of Classical and the Hellenistic civilizations and then discuss or debate the question of which had the greater impact upon the future and which was most “modern.” (Examine the Greek and non-Greek elements which made up Hellenistic civilization).

12. What ideas and cultural forms were discussed and developed by Greek (and Hellenistic) historians, dramatists, philosophers and artists?  How, and in what ways, did they constitute, or reflect, the major contributions of Greek civilization to world history?  In your opinion, what were the most significant contributions?

13. Consider the salient elements of Greek thought and culture and the degree to which they transformed the nature and direction of both regional and world development, in their heyday and afterward.

Chapter 4

Ancient Greece

Read the documents from Chapter 4 and answer the Document Based Questions (DBQs) (8)  – Due: Friday, 10/25/13
1. “Homer’s Ideal of Excellence”— What does this passage indicate about paramount values and major gender roles in 

ancient Greece? Are the views of Hector and Andromache unique to the ancient Greeks or are they held by people today? 

Where might such views be found now? Why there? (page 98)

2. “The Lycurgan Reforms”—What possible motives might Lycurgus have had in establishing his reforms?  Were the

Spartans inherently harsh? Why were Spartan boys treated in this way?  What are the possible positive and the negative 

outcomes of such a formative education? What importance is placed upon intellectual development?  Why? How would 

such treatment be seen today? Why? (p. 103)
3. “Athenian Democracy: The Funeral Oration of Pericles”—How accurate is Thucydides’ account of Pericles’ speech?  

Do you believe it reflects the realities of Athenian politics or is it idealized propaganda?  Why?  Who would and who 

would not enjoy the privileges and power of Athenian democracy?  What are the comparisons and contrasts between 

ancient Athenian democracy and democracy today, in the United States and elsewhere? (p. 107)
4. “Athenian Comedy: Sex as an Antiwar Instrument”—What does this except from Aristophanes exemplify about Greek 

comedy and its relationship to politics?  Was Aristophanes serious in this comedy about the ability of women to truly 

influence major political events such as war and peace?  Would Lysistrata’s demand that women deny sexual relations 

with their men in order to achieve a political goal be a realistic possibility in ancient Greek society?  Why or why not?  

Would it be more realistic today? Why or why not? (p. 109)
5. “Household Management and the Role of the Athenian Wife”—Why would these words of “an Attican gentleman” be 

persuasive to the husband of a new wife? What do they reveal about gender roles in ancient Greece?  How would the 

assumptions and practices of this except compare with those in ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, India, and China?  Would 

they be accepted by people in this country today? Would they be accepted elsewhere? (p. 114)
6. “Alexander Meets an Indian King”—Why did Alexander spare Porus’ life?  Do Alexander’s actions reflect his 

individual character and temperament or do they also reflect the values of ancient Greek society as a whole?  Do you find 

Arrian’s account likely to be historically accurate?  Why or why not? (p. 116)
7. “A New Autonomy For Women”—Which aspects of women’s autonomy are exemplified in this passage?  Compare 

and contrast the content of the two letters of this excerpt with the ideas of “an Attican gentleman” given above. What 

might account for the differences?  Which seem more “modern”?  Why? (p. 120)
8. “The Stoic Ideal of Harmony with God”—How does this poem exhibit the spiritual element of Stoicism? Was stoicism 

a philosophy or a religion?  What were the primary characteristics of Stoicism?  How do they differ from Epicureanism? 

Compare and contrast Cleanthes’ “Hymn to Zeus” to the writings of the Hebrew prophets and to Akhenaten’s “Hymn to

Aton” in Chapter 1. (p. 122)
Chapter 4:
 The Civilization of the Greeks

Learning Objectives

In this chapter, students will focus on:

· Why Homer was used as the basis for Greek education

· The polis, or city-state, and how the city-states of Athens and Sparta differed

· What the Greeks meant by democracy, and in what way the Athenian political system was a democracy

· The legacy of Alexander the Great, and how he was able to amass his empire 

· How the political, economic, and social institutions of the Hellenistic world differed from those of Classical Greece

· The differences between the schools of philosophy and major religions of the Hellenistic period and the classical period, and what these differences suggest about society in the two periods

Chapter Outline

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>I. Early Greece

A. Geography

1. Mountains encourage development of localized communities rather than unification

2. Turn to the sea: long seacoast and many islands in the Aegean Sea

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
B. Minoan Crete, especially between 2000 and 1450 B.C.E.



1. Not Greek but probable influence on Greeks 



2. Lost until rediscovered by Arthur Evans in 1900, who named it “Minoan”



3. Trade and commerce



4. Fall perhaps the result of earthquake and volcanic eruption but mainly by 



conquest by mainland Greeks/Mycenaeans 

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
C. The First Greek State: Mycenae (1600–1100 B.C.E.)



1. Indo-Europeans, and first entered Greece c. 1900 B.C.E.

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>
2. Powerful monarchies and fortified palaces, possibly a loose confederacy


3. Heroic ethos, probably conquered Crete


4. War with Troy?


5. Decline 1100s, perhaps result of new invasion of Greek-speakers

D. The Greeks in a Dark Age (c. 1100–c. 750 B.C.E.)

1. Population decline, some migration to Asia Minor (“Ionia”)

2. New Greeks: the Aeolians and Dorians

3. Recovery: iron replaced bronze and adopted Phoenician alphabet<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>


4. Homer and Homeric Greece




a. Iliad and Odyssey from long oral traditions




b. Reflect Dark Age world?

5. Homer’s Enduring Importance




a. Inculcate aristocratic values and virtues of courage and honor
<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>II. The Greek City‑States (c. 750–c. 500 B.C.E.)

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
A. The Polis: city or town where political, social, and religious activities carried out



1. Most had an acropolis and all had an agora



2. A community of citizens (free males only)




a. Center of Greek life, but rivalry and competition led to excessive wars

3. A New Military System: The Hoplites, heavily armed infantry in phalanx formation 

a. With aristocratic cavalry outmoded there was struggle for political power
<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
B. Colonization and the Growth of Trade



1. Colonization (750–550 B.C.E.) result of overpopulation at home and trade 

abroad

a. Throughout the Mediterranean and the Black Sea

b. Led to great consciousness of being “Greek”
C. Tyranny in the Greek Polis

1. Supported by the newly rich merchants and peasants against aristocratic 

oligarchies

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
D. Sparta
1. The New Sparta between 800 and 600 B.C.E.

a. Lycurgan reforms: the militarization of Spartan society

2. The Spartan State, an oligarchy of two kings, the gerousia, and ephors 


3. Dominated the Peloponnesus by conquest and through alliances
<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
E. Athens

1. The Reforms of Solon were compromises that retained power of the aristocracy but also opened the door to new people, particularly those with wealth


a. Internal strife led to tyranny under Pisistratus in 560 B.C.E.
2. The Reforms of Cleisthenes



a. Council of Five Hundred, chosen by lot




b. Law-making assembly open to all citizens/the demos, thus democracy 

III. The High Point of Greek Civilization: Classical Greece (c. 500–338 B.C.E.)e

A. The Challenge of Persia



1. Persian War (499–479) began in Ionia



a. Darius invaded, but lost at Marathon in 490

b. Son, Xerxes, invaded and was victorious at Thermopylae but lost at Salamis and Platea in 479

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
B. The Growth of an Athenian Empire in the Age of Pericles

1. Athens transformed the Delian League, a defensive alliance, into an Athenian empire

2. Era of Pericles, who expanded democracy within Athens and imperialism abroad

3. Athens became the leading center of Greek culture and “the school of Greece”

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
C. The Great Peloponnesian War (431–404 B.C.E.) and the Decline of the Greek States

1. Athens-Sparta rivalry led to war in 431 B.C.E., with most of the Greek world involved

a. In 429 a plague killed one-third of the Athenian population, including Pericles




b. With the destruction of the Athenian fleet in 405, Sparta won the war in 

404



2. War left Greek states permanent weakened and vulnerable to Macedonian 

ambitions


<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>D. The Culture of Classical Greece



1. The Writing of History:  the systematic analysis of past events begun by the 

Greeks




a. Herodotus’s History of the Persian Wars





b. Thucydides’s History of the Peloponnesian War



2. Greek Drama: the drama originated in ancient Greece




a. Presented in outdoor theaters as part of religious festivals





b. Tragedies, based on the sufferings of a hero and ending in disaster





1) Aeschylus (525-456), The Oresteia 






2) Sophocles (496-406), Oedipus the King and Antigone





3) Euripides (485-406), more realistic characters


c. Comedy often included political satire, e.g. Aristophanes’ Lysistrata

3. The Arts: The Classical ideal of reason, moderation, symmetry, balance, and 

harmony

a. Athens’ Parthenon is the greatest example of the classical Greek temple



4. The Greek Love of Wisdom: Philosophy means “love of wisdom”




a. Early philosophers explain universe on basis of unifying principles 

1) Thales by water and Pythagoras by music and numbers




b. Sophist were professional teachers, especially of rhetoric





1) No absolute right or wrong




c. Socrates (469–399), the Socratic method of question-and-answer 

technique




d. Plato (429–347), theory of Forms or Ideas





1) The Republic: rulers should be philosopher-kings <SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>




e. Aristotle (384–322), analyze and classify 

1) Politics: monarchy, aristocracy, and constitutional government but could result in tyranny, oligarchy, and anarchy

E. Greek Religion:  permeated all aspects of life, a civic cult necessary for well-being of the state

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>

1. Importance of Homer in giving structure to the gods: Mt. Olympus, Zeus, 

Athena, etc.


2. No doctrine, no particular focus on morality, no promise of an afterlife 


3. Ritual important, gods are capricious


4. Various Panhellenic festivals (e.g., at Olympus) (Olympic Games) 


5. Oracles such as Delphi could reveal will of the gods and the future

F. Daily Life in Classical Athens: Polis was a male community

1. Economy and Lifestyle

a. Athenian economy based on agriculture and trade, with much of food imported thus trade was imperative


b. Simple lifestyle
2. Family and Relationships: the nuclear family was the central institution in 

Athens


a. Women were excluded from politics but could participate in religious 

cults




b. Women married at 14 or 15 and their role was to be a good 

wife

c. Male homosexuality was accepted: ideal relationship was between mature men and young males, but more an aristocratic practice than of common people

I<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>V. The Rise of Macedonia and the Conquests of Alexander


A. Macedonia a backwater of rural tribes and were considered to be “barbarians” by 

southerners



1. Philip II (359–336 B.C.E.) made Macedonia strongest power in Greek world




a. Defeated southern Greeks at Battle of Chaeronea, 338 B.C.E.




b. Organized Greeks into the Corinthian League to support invasion of 

Persia

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
B. Alexander the Great (336–323 B.C.E.): twenty years old when came to throne

1. Alexander’s Conquests


a. Invade Persian Empire in 334 B.C.E. with 37,000 soldiers


b. Defeated Darius III at Battles of Granicus River and Isssus


c. Captured Syria, Palestine, and Egypt


d. Won Battle of Gaugamela and seized Persian capitals of Susa and 

Persepolis


e. Alexander took title of Great King of the Persians


f. Entered India in 327 B.C.E., but in 326 his soldiers refused to continue


g. Alexander died in Babylon in 323, at age 32 


2. The Legacy of Alexander: An idealistic visionary or a ruthless Machiavellian?



a. Created a new age, the Hellenistic (“to imitate Greeks”) era





1. Extended Greek language and ideas to the non-Greek world





2. Greek language, art, and literature spread throughout the Middle 

East





3. Cities became centers of diffusion of Greek culture




b. Hellenistic era saw a clash and fusion of Greek and non-Greek cultures

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>V. The World of the Hellenistic Kingdoms

A. Hellenistic Monarchies

 
1. Four kingdoms emerged, including Macedonia, Egypt, and Perganum
2. Also the Seleucid Kingdom, that controlled most of the old Persian Empire

a. Lost control of eastern portion in India, resulting in rise of Mauryan Empire
B. Political Institutions: Monarchies, relying upon Greeks and Macedonians as new ruling class
C. Hellenistic Cities



1. Cities played major role in Hellenistic era




a. Alexandria in Egypt largest city in the Mediterranean by first century 

B.C.E.




b. Islands of Greek culture in a sea of non-Greeks


D. The Importance of Trade: commerce expanded during Hellenistic era, east and west



1. Gold, silver, timber, gems, spices, slaves, wine, olive oil, but particularly grain
E. Social Life: New Opportunities for Women, at least for upper class women



1. Sparta had been exception in Greece, where women owned forty percent of 

property



2. In Hellenistic era, opportunities in education, economics, and for monarchs’ 

wives
<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER><SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>
F. Culture in the Hellenistic World

1. New Directions in Literature and Art


a. Library in Alexandria held 500,000 scrolls

b. Athens was the theatrical center of Greek world, with the non-political New Comedy (e.g., Menander) (c. 342–291 B.C.E.)



2. Monarchs were often patrons of arts, literature, and architecture
3. A Golden Age of Science<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER><SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>



a. Aristarchus of Samos (c. 310–230) developed a heliocentric view of 

universe


b. Eratosthenes (c. 275–194) calculated earth’s circumference at 24,675 

miles


c. Euclid’s Elements (c. 300 B.C.E.) established fundamentals of geometry


d. Archimedes (287–212 B.C.E.) and geometry of spheres and value of pi
<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>

4. Philosophy: New Schools of Thought: Athens remain the center of philosophy

a. Epicurus (341–270 B.C.E.) and Epicureanism

1) Retreat from public service and politics

b. Zeno (335–263 B.C.E.) and Stoicism, popular in Hellenistic and Roman eras


1) Live in harmony with the divine will, and public service was 

noble



5. Religion in the Hellenistic World




a. Mystery religions: secret initiations and promises of individual salvation

1) Egypt’s Isis 

2) Pave the way for Christianity?

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>VI. Conclusion 


Glossary
Apella:  Athenian assembly of male citizens

Arete:  Greek concept; it represented the excellence befitting a hero and was won through struggle

Ephors:  Athenian group of five men who were responsible for supervising education of youth and the conduct of all citizens

Epicureanism:  a philosophy founded by Epicurus in the fourth century B.C.E. that taught that happiness could be achieved through the pursuit of pleasure

Gerousia:  Athenian council of elders

Hellenic:  the period associated with the Golden Age of Greece, reaching a high point under Pericles; the center of the Hellenic age was Athens

Hellenistic:  literally, “to imitate the Greeks,” the era after the death of Alexander the Great when Greek culture spread into the Near East and blended with the culture of that region; the center of this age was Alexandria in Egypt

Helots:  serfs in ancient Sparta, who were permanently bound to the land that they worked for their Spartan masters

Hoplites:  heavily armed infantry soldiers used in ancient Greece in a phalanx formation

Natural rights:  certain inalienable rights to which all people are entitled; include the right to life, liberty, and property, freedom of speech and religion, and equality before the law

Oligarchy:  governmental structure characterized by rule by the few

Phalanx:  a rectangular formation of tightly massed infantry soldiers

Polis:  an ancient Greek city-state encompassing both an urban area and its surrounding countryside

Rhetoric:  the art of persuasive oratory, valued greatly by the ancient Greeks

Socratic method:  a form of teaching that uses a question-and-answer format to enable students to reach conclusions by using their own reasoning

Sophists:  wandering scholars and professional teachers in ancient Greece who stressed the importance of rhetoric and tended toward skepticism and relativism

Spartan:  highly disciplined, concept comes from the austere, dedicated lifestyle of the ancient Spartans

Stoicism:  a philosophy founded by Zeno in the fourth century B.C.E. that taught that happiness could be obtained by accepting one’s lot and living in harmony with the will of God, thereby achieving inner peace

Tyrant/tyranny:  in ancient Greek polis, a ruler who came to power in an unconstitutional way and ruled without being subject to the law

Lesson Plan

AP Standards

Foundations

1. Locating world history in the environment and time

· Geography and climate

· Demography

4. 
Classical Civilizations

· Mediterranean
· Social and gender structures
· Major trading patterns of classical civilizations
· Arts
· Sciences
· Technology

Major Comparisons and Snapshots

· How and why collapse of empire was more severe in western Europe than in eastern Mediterranean or China

· Comparisons of caste system to other systems of social inequality, including slavery
· Comparisons of city societies and cultures with pastoral and nomadic societies
· Comparisons of development of institutions and traditions in Greek civilizations
· Compare the political and social structure of two early civilizations, using any two of the following:  Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus Valley, Shang Dynasty, and Mesoamerica and Andean South America
