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AP W.Hist. – Homework Questions – Ch.6






Mr. Taylor

Due: Monday, November 11th, 2013
The Americas

FOCUS QUESTIONS - PART I

ESSENTIAL QUESTION - Read pgs. 160-170
In what ways were the early civilizations in the Americas similar to those in Part I, and in what ways were they unique?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.  List the varying accomplishments of pre‑Mayan societies in the Americas and the various scholarly views of their rise, decline, and developmental significance. 

2.  Describe the possible handicaps civilizations in the Western Hemisphere faced in comparison to the civilizations in Eurasia.

3.  Why can the Olmec culture and civilization been seen as the archetype for later Mesoamerican civilizations?

4.  Describe the geographic, cultural, and technological elements underlying the rise of the Mayan civilization.

5.  Consider the extent, impact, and relationships between societies such as those of the Olmecs, the Moche, and Teotihuacán and the later and possibly more advanced Inca, Maya, and others. Were the earlier societies true forerunners, or were they basically as unrelated to the Incas as to the North American mound builders or others?

6.  What were the foundations of Aztec religious thought?
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Mr. Taylor

Due: Tuesday, November 12th, 2013
The Americas

FOCUS QUESTIONS - PART II

ESSENTIAL QUESTION - Read pgs. 171-184
In what ways were the early civilizations in the Americas similar to those in Part I, and in what ways were they unique?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

7.  Describe the geographic, cultural, and technological elements underlying the emergence of and success of the Aztec civilization.

8.  Explain the various explanations, scholarly and otherwise, of the “decline and fall” of Mayan civilization.

9.  Compare and contrast the nature, accomplishments, and significance of the Mayan and Aztec civilizations.

10.  Describe Inca civilization, its governmental and economic systems, the topography of its territory, and its major cultural beliefs and practices.

11.  Compare and contrast the civilizations of Mesoamerica with those of South America, focusing on both similarities and differences.

12.  Did the different writing systems of the Maya and Aztec made them more advanced, and/or significant, than the Incan quipu in organizing and communicating ideas and data about the economic and governmental systems.

13.  Examine and trace why the American civilizations (specifically, the Aztecs and Incas) proved so incapable of resisting the invasions of the European powers. Was this inevitable, the result of chance, or a bit of each?

Chapter 6
The Americas
Read the documents from Chapter 6 and answer the Document Based Questions (DBQs) (7) – Due: Thursday, 11/14/13
1. “The Creation of the World: A Mayan View”— How does the Mayan creation story compare with

other creation stories, such as those of ancient Mesopotamia and of Judaism and Christianity? What are the similarities and what are the differences, if any? Why? (page 166)

2. “A Sample of Mayan Writing”—How does the writing displayed compare and contrast with that in 

Egypt or China? How does the subject matter of hieroglyphs compare with he subject matter found in 

ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia? What might account for the differences? What challenges were faced 

by the Aztecs and others who developed complex societies without a “complete” written language?

(p.167)

3. “Markets and Merchandise in Aztec Mexico”—Does this description indicate that Aztec civilization 

was as affluent and developed as those of other societies? Does the Spanish writer seem impressed with 

what he observed? Why or why not? Could it be described as a “modern” economy? Why or why not? 

(p. 170)

4. “Aztec Midwife Ritual Chants”—How do the gender roles from this excerpt compare with the gender 

roles found in other ancient civilizations? Are they similar or different? Why? What factors underlay the 

Aztec practice of massive ritual sacrifice? How were those sacrifices perceived by the Spanish invaders? 

Why? (p. 171)

5. “Moctezuma’s Greeting to Cortes”—How did Aztec religious beliefs aid the Spanish? If Moctezuma 

had known who his “visitors” were from the beginning, would the result have been different? Why or 

why not? If so, how? Was Moctezuma and his fellow Aztecs doomed regardless of their religious 

perceptions? Why? (p. 174)

6. “Face to Face”—This excerpt by the Spanish friar Bernardino de Sahagun relates the Spanish attack on the Aztecs 

from the latter’s point of view. Does it seem accurate? Biased? Explain. If accurate, is there anything in the report that 

might justify the brutal Spanish assault? Were the Spanish being duplicitous or just realistic? Is such a “pre-emptive 

strike” ever justifiable? If so, when? Give examples. (p. 175)
7. “Virgins with Red Cheeks”—What does this passage tell us about Incan perceptions of social class and 

gender roles? How might the Spaniards have thought about these practices? How would representatives 

from ancient Rome respond to the system of virgins in Inca society? Would either have found anything 

familiar in these concepts? Why or why not? (p. 179)
Chapter 6

The Americas
Learning Objectives

In this chapter, students will focus on:

· Who the first Americans were, and when and how they arrived

· The main characteristics of religious belief in early Mesoamerica

· The role the environment played in the evolution of societies in the Americas

· The main characteristics of the stateless societies in the Americas, and how they differed from the civilizations that arose there

· The similarities and differences between the civilizations of the New World and the Old World (Part I)

Lecture Outline

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>I. The Peopling of the Americas

A. The First Americans



1. Migration by small communities across the Bering Strait from northeastern 

Asia



2. When? In dispute, but possibly as early as 29,000 years ago




a. At least by 15,000 years ago, reaching tip of South America by 10,000 

B.C.E.



3. First Americans (Amerindians) were hunter-gatherers, in small nomadic 

communities



4. Cultivation of beans and squash by 6000 B.C.E. and maize by 5000 B.C.E.

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>II. Early Civilizations in Central America, or Mesoamerica


A. Olmec, first millennium B.C.E.



1. San Lorenzo and La Venta, coast of southern Gulf of Mexico



2. Earthen pyramids, undeciphered system of hieroglyphics, ancestor of Mayan 

writing?



3. Cultivated maize and beans



4. Ceremonial game on stone ball court



5. Declined around fourth century B.C.E.


B. Zapotec: mid-first millennium B.C.E.

1. Monte Alban, near Oaxaca, in central Mexico


a. Massive stone terrace, estimated 20,000 population 

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
C. Teotihuacán: America’s First Metropolis, Valley of Mexico, thirty miles north of 

Mexico City

1. About 1000 years, from second century B.C.E. to about 800 C.E.

2. Pyramid of the Sun, with sacrificial victims buried underneath

3. Trade products included cacao, rubber, feathers, and food products

4. Pulque, a liquor from the agave plant, used in religious ceremonies

5. Obsidian mine (a volcanic glass), used for mirrors, tools, and sacrificial knives

6. Decline and ruling class move away c. 800

7. New groups moved in, competing for land


a. Lakes drained to build chinampas, swampy islands crisscrossed by 

canals


<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>D. The Maya: Yucatan peninsula and highlands of modern Guatemala

1. Origins: influenced by the Olmecs


a. Slash and burn agriculture replaced by swamp agriculture


b. Cocoa beans used as currency


c. By mid-first millennium C.E. numerous small city-states

1) Tikal (100,000) and Copan the most important

2) No single state powerful enough to dominate the area

2. Political Structures


a. Monarchs and aristocrats whose wealth based upon land 


b. Artisans and traders formed a small middle class


c. Population was about three million at height of Mayan power



1) Majority were farmers



2) Gender role: men fight and hunt, women were homemakers



3) Some royal women played important political roles

3. Mayan Religion was polytheistic

a. Itzamna (“Lizard House”) was the supreme god

b. Gods were ranked in importance and had human characteristics

c. Some were evil, like the jaguar god of night

d. Human sacrifice by decapitation to propitiate the gods<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>



e. War was the norm, as need captives to sacrifice

f. Cities built around ceremonial core of pyramids and sacred ball court


1) Urban sprawl and strip malls

g. Ball court: had a religious significance and losing players were sacrificed


1) Ball court sites found throughout Central and South America

4. Mayan Hieroglyphs and Calendars


a. Spanish conquerors destroyed most Mayan manuscripts


b. Mayan hieroglyphs were both ideographic and phonetic 



1) Script deciphered only recently, individual rulers now identified


c. Calendar dating system back to 3114 B.C.E

1) Long count, based on lunar calendar, envisions the current cycle of 5,200 years to end in 2012 C.E. 



5. The Mystery of Mayan Decline, during eighth and ninth centuries




a. Probably due to overpopulation and subsequent overcultivation




b. Drought also a possibility




c. Some survival and growth in north, at Uxmal and Chichen Itza




 
1) Toltecs from Tula in central Mexico took over for several 

centuries




d. When Spanish arrived, Mayan cities had been abandoned 


E. The Aztecs



1. Mexica were among those moving into Valley of Mexico after fall of 

Teotihuacan

a. Legend said that original homeland was island in lake called Aztlan 

(Aztec)


b. In twelfth century they migrated to Valley of Mexico

1) Patron deity was Huitzilopochtli 


c. Less sophisticated but excellent warriors


d. Became leading city-state in region by early 1400s


e. Tenochtitlan the capital, on an island in middle of Lake Texcoco

2. Politics

a. Aztec empire was authoritarian, with monarch claiming descent from 

the gods

b. Territories subject to the Aztecs required to pay tribute but retained 

autonomy 

3. Social Structures


a. Positions in government bureaucracy restricted to hereditary nobility

b. Remainder of population were commoners, indentured servants, and 

slaves


c. Commoners were members of kinship groups called calpullis


1) Perhaps a thousand members, elected chief, own temples



2) Farmland with the calpulli was held in common



3) Each calpulli occupied separate neighborhood, often in same 

trade


d. Gender roles and social classes were rigidly stratified



4. Land of the Feathered Serpent: Aztec Religion and Culture




a. Over a hundred deities, some nature and some patron

b. Quetzalcoatl, the feathered serpent, represented creation, virtue, and learning (similar to Shiva)

c. Cosmology of two worlds, the material and the divine


1) Earth, the material world, a flat disk surrounded by water


2) Divine world consisted of both heaven and hell


3) To achieve salvation, where soul was separated from the body



a) Proper behavior in life and observe the rituals 

d. Fatalism: creation myth of struggle between good and evil


1) That struggle had led to creation and destruction of four worlds


2) This was the fifth world, and it would end in destruction of the 

earth

e. Human sacrifice by ripping hearts out would put off the day of reckoning  



5. Art and Culture: most had a religious significance




a. Sacred precinct in Tenochtitlan, dominated by massive pyramid



b. Primitive writing system based on hieroglyphs, paper from bark of fig 

trees

6. The Destruction of Aztec Civilization


a. Hernán Cortes arrived in Mexico in 1519

b. Moctezuma/Montezuma believed Cortes to be a representative of 

Quetzalcoatl


c. Horses and disease and demands that Aztec become Christians doomed 

them


<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>III. The First Civilizations in South America


A. Chavin de Huantar, west side of Andes<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
1. At Caral, a city by 2500 B.C.E., reaching its height during first millennium

B.C.E.



2. Pyramids and underground canals, metallurgy (gold and copper), traded cotton 


B. Moche, early first millennium C.E., northern Peru



1. Capital contained over ten thousand people




a. Two massive adobe pyramids, 100 feet high



2. Civilization encompassed 2,500 square miles, with much warfare



3. Environmental Problems




a. Very arid, thus a sophisticated irrigation system




b. Moche civilization collapsed in 700s C.E.

1) Possibly due to floods and droughts associated with El Nino


C. Kingdom of Chimor, capital at Chan Chan, at mouth of Moche River, c. 1100s



1. Similar to Moche civilization

D. Early as 2000 B.C.E. trade taking place 2000 miles along Pacific Coast by balsa boats 

1.Transportation by land more difficult as no large draft animals in the Americas except less hardy llama

F. The Inka

1. The Four Quarters: Inka Politics and Society

a. By late fourteenth century, the Inka were a small community in area of 

Cuzco


b. Pachakuti (1440s) launched campaign of conquest

1) Under Topa Inka (Inka meaning “ruler”), and Huayna Inka, the kingdom extended from Ecuador to central Chile to edge of Amazon basis

c. Centralized state, divided into the “world of the four quarters” and provinces containing about 10,000 inhabitants

d. Forced labor the norm, to open virgin lands, construct roads and buildings


1) Cuzco become a city of great stone buildings

e. 24,800 miles of highways and roads, with rest houses and suspension bridges


1) Runners carry messages up to 140 miles per day

f. Terraced agriculture, watered by irrigation systems



2. Inka Culture 

a. Empire built on war, army of 200,000 raised through universal 

conscription




b. Conquered peoples instructed in the Quechua language




c. No writing, but used numerical system of knotted strings called quipu



3. The Conquest of the Inka by Francisco Pizarro by 1532

a. Steel weapons, horses, gunpowder, diseases, and factionalism among 

Inka

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>IV. Stateless Societies in the New World


A. The Eastern Woodlands

1. Cultivation of plants begin by third millennium B.C.E., later maize, squash, 

beans



2. Hopewell culture, centered in Ohio but widespread



3. Villages become cities of 10,000 or more


B. Cahokia (near East Saint Louis, Illinois)



1. Burial mound 98 feet high with base larger than Great Pyramid in Egypt



2. Town covered 300 acres, population of over 20,000



3. Probable contact with Mesoamerica (e.g., ball courts)



4. Decline in 1200s


C. The “Ancient Ones”:  the Anasazi in the American southwest



1. Irrigation by 800s and an urban center at Chaco Canyon in New Mexico



2. Moved north to Mesa Verde in 1200s, but decline in 1300s



3. Decline possibly due to climactic changes and increased warfare



4. Descendants are today’s Zuni and Hopi


D. South America: The Awawak



1. Along Venezuela’s Orinoco River into islands of the Caribbean Sea



2. Some urban center, evidence of human sacrifice, ball courts 

V. Conclusion

Glossary
Amerindians:  early inhabitants of the Americas who are believed to have migrated over the Bering Strait land bridge

Anasazi:  Navajo term for “alien ancient ones,” southwest Colorado Indian society

Cahokia:  archaeological site near East Saint Louis, Illinois, massive burial mound

Calpulli:  Aztec large kinship group, served as intermediary with central government

Chinampas:  swampy islands crisscrossed by canals that provided water and transportation, constructed by early Mesoamericans

Conquistadors:  “conquerors”, leaders in the Spanish conquests in the Americas

El Niño:  periodic fluctuations in water temperature, can cause environmental changes

Hopewell culture:  a Native American society that flourished from about 200 B.C.E. to 400 C.E., noted for large burial mounds and extensive manufacture

Huitzilopochtli:  Aztec sun god, the Aztecs performed massive human sacrifice in his honor

Inka:  term referring to South American society, but also relates to their term for emperor

Kakawa:  Mayan word for cocoa

Kivas:  large circular chambers found in pueblos

Maya:  most sophisticated Mesoamerican society, known for advancements in written language, math and astronomy

Mesoamerica:  Central America, region that would give rise to Mayan and Aztec societies

Mexica:  tribe that would give rise to the Aztec empire

Ometeotl:  distant supreme deity for Aztecs

Paleolithic Age:  the period of human history when humans used simple stone tools

Polygyny:  having more than one wife at a time

Pueblos:  adobe communal houses

Quetzalcoatl:  Aztec nature god, feathered serpent, his disappearance and promised return coincided with the arrival of Cortes

Quipu:  system of knotted strings, in the absence of a written language the Inka used quipu to record date

Stateless societies:  general term for societies that organized on a loosely-structured tribal structure as compared to a tightly-centralized structure

Lesson Plan

AP Standards

Foundations

1.  
Locating world history in the environment and time

· Geography and climate

2.  Developing agriculture and technology

· Agricultural, pastoral, and foraging societies (include Africa, the Americas, as well as Europe and Asia)  
· Emergence of agriculture and technological change*
3.  Basic features of early civilizations in different environments

· Mesoamerica and Andean South America
4.  Classical Civilizations

· Mediterranean
· Social and gender structures*
· Major trading patterns of classical civilizations*
· Arts
600 C.E.–1450

1. 
Questions of periodization

· Emergence of new empires and political systems*

3. 
Interregional networks and contacts

· Trade*

6.  
Social, cultural, economic, and political patterns in the Amerindian world

· Maya

· Aztec

· Inca

7. 
Demographic and environmental changes

· Aztecs

8. 
Diverse interpretations

· Issues involved in using cultural areas rather than states as units of analysis*

· Patterns in new opportunities and constraints placed on elite women in this period

Major comparisons and snapshots

· Compare Aztec and Inca Empires

1450–1750

5.
Demographic and environmental changes

· Animals
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