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AP W.Hist. – Homework Questions – Ch.8






Mr. Taylor

Due: Monday, December 2nd, 2013
Early Civilizations in Africa

FOCUS QUESTIONS - PART I

ESSENTIAL QUESTION - Read pgs. 216-227
With the exception of the Nile River valley, organized states did not emerge in the continent of Africa until much later than in many regions of the Eurasian super-continent.  Why do you think this was the case?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.  How did the advent of farming and pastoralism affect the various peoples of Africa in the classical era?  How did the consequences of the agricultural revolution in Africa differ from those in other societies in Eurasia and America?
2.  Examine the geography and location of major centers of early African development.  What are some of the reasons why these areas played such prominent roles in the rise of civilization there.  

3.  What role did migration play in the evolution of early African societies?  How did the impact of these migrations compare with similar populations movements elsewhere?

4.  Examine the interrelationships between northern Africa, Europe, and the Middle East before the advent of Islam.  What was the impact of internal and external forces, such as trade patterns and resultant cultural diffusion, on the development of a major African region over an extended period of time.

5.  Why were the West African kingdoms so powerful and influential?  What do we know about the Zimbabwe culture of southern Africa?

6.  Trace the nature and timing of the spread of Islam in the various regions of northern and eastern Africa, and the patterns of acceptance and rejection, which accompanied it.  What effects did Islam have on African religion, society, political structures, trade, and culture?  Compare the impact of Islam on Africa with its influence on the Middle East

Name:











Date:
AP W.Hist. – Homework Questions – Ch.8






Mr. Taylor

Due: Tuesday, December 3rd, 2013
Early Civilizations in Africa

FOCUS QUESTIONS - PART II

ESSENTIAL QUESTION - Read pgs. 227-239
With the exception of the Nile River valley, organized states did not emerge in the continent of Africa until much later than in many regions of the Eurasian super-continent.  Why do you think this was the case?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

7.  Study the location of trade routes in Africa.  Explain the interregional implications (i.e. Mansa Musa’s trip) of this trade on political structures and policies.

8.  Define the role of women in Africa.  Why were bards so important in African society?

9.  What impact did factors such as lineage groups, matrilineal descent, and slavery have on African society and culture.  Compare one or more of these factors with another area and era already examined.

10.  Compare and contrast the major areas of life in African societies with those of China and/or India.

11.  Study the development of various African religions, both traditional as well as monotheistic imports from the Middle East.  What are the subsequent influences of each religion?

12.  Did economic, political, or cultural forces have the greatest impact on African development before the 1400s?  Explain why.

13.  What are some of the chief characteristics of African sculpture and carvings, music, and architecture, and what purpose did these forms of creative expression serve in African society?

Chapter 8
Early Civilizations in Africa
Read the documents from Chapter 6 and answer the Document Based Questions (DBQs) (7) – Due: Thursday, 12/5/13
1.“The Slave Trade in Ancient Africa”—What does this bill of sale of a Nubian slave girl in sixth-century C.E. Egypt reveal about the status of slaves? Would the legal situation of the slave have been any different earlier? Later? Outside of Africa? What do the innumerable clauses and phrases suggest about the legal system as well as the institution of slavery in that era. Egypt would have been largely Christian at that time. Are there any religious references or allusions? If not, why not? Do you believe that the race of the girl was a crucial factor in the slave trade at that time and place, or was it only a secondary consideration? Explain. (page 218)

2. “Fault Line in the Desert”—What does the letter by Antonius Malfante reveal about the inhabitants of the Sahara? What are the different groups? What are the religious reported by Malfante? Does his account seem an accurate reflection of that time and place? Why or why not? What is the relation between Muslims and non-Muslims? Settled and pastoral peoples? (p. 219)

3. “The Coast of Zanj”—What does the passage indicate about the importance of trade along the coast of Zanj? What products are traded and to where? Why were Arabic merchants attracted to the area, and what impact did the Arabs have on the peoples in the region? What impact did Islam have in the Zanj? What did al-Mas’udi, the Arab traveler, find of interest in the Zanj? (p. 224)

4. “A Description of a Ghanaian Capital”—What does al‑Bakri note about the capital and population? Is 

his account objective? Why or why not? Do you think a modern visitor would describe the same things as did al-Bakri? Why or why not? What does the excerpt reveal about the religions of Ghana at that time, and the importance of the king in determining the proper religious orthodoxy? (p. 226)

5. “Women and Islam in North Africa”—How does the appearance and behavior of Muslim women, as 

depicted in this excerpt, portray the role of women in the Islamic culture of the area? How does that 

compare with Muslim women in other parts of the world of Islam? In non-Muslim African societies 

during that era?  (page 231)

6. “A Chinese View of Africa”—How does this excerpt portray the society of Somalia? What aspects of 

Somalian life do you think Chinese visitors might find most (and least) interesting and appealing? Why? 

Would a Chinese literati find any part of Chau Ju-Kua’s account impossible to believe? Why or why not? 

If so, what?  (p. 235)

7. “A West African Oral Tradition”—Would the contents of this excerpt, reinforced by additional similar material, contain the essence of a good daytime “soap opera”?  What role did oral tradition play in traditional African societies?  Why?  Are there any elements in this translated passage of Epic of Son-Jara, which might facilitate the oral transmission of the story? (p.236)

Chapter 8

Early Civilizations in Africa
Learning Objectives

In this chapter, students will focus on:

· How the advent of farming and pastoralism affected the various peoples of Africa in the classical era 

· How the consequences of the agricultural revolution in Africa differed from those in other societies in Eurasia and America

· The effects the coming of Islam and the Arabs had on African religion, society, political structures, trade, and culture

· The role migration played in the evolution of early African societies, and how the impact of these migrations compared with similar population movements elsewhere

· The roles of lineage groups, women, and slavery in African society, and the distinct differences between African societies in various parts of the continent

· Characteristics of African sculpture and carvings, music and architecture, and the purpose these forms of creative expression served in African society

· The reasons for the late emergence of organized states in the continent of Africa, with the exception of the Nile River Valley, as compared to many regions of the Eurasian supercontinent

Lecture Outline

I. The Emergence of Civilization

A. The Land

1. Diverse, from mountains to deserts to jungles

2. Sahara divides northern coast from rest of the continent 

3. Assumption that earliest agriculture was along lower Nile River, c. 6000 B.C.E.<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>


B. Kush, or ancient Nubia, south of Egypt


1. Possibly earliest agriculture here, c. eleventh millennium B.C.E.


2. Recent theory that first African kingdom in Nubia, 3100 B.C.E., not in Egypt


3. Were contacts between Nubia and Egypt by late third millennium B.C.E.


4. Became a tributary of Egypt but gained independence as “Kush” c.1000 B.C.E.



a. Meroe was the capital



b. Egyptians had influence in Kush, e.g. pyramids, hieroglyphics, religion


5. Trade, including iron, ivory, gold, ebony, and slaves

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
C. Axum, Son of Saba (Sheba)



1. Established by migrants from kingdom of Saba (Sheba) first millennium B.C.E.



2. Conquered Kush during c. 400 C.E.



3. Prosperity due to location on trade route between India and the Mediterranean 



4. Rulers claimed descent from King Solomon



5. In fourth century C.E. Axum rulers adopted Christianity




a. Coptic Christianity, from Egypt



6. Later Axum became Ethiopia, the “hermit kingdom,” and home of Prester John

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
D. The Sahara and Its Environs



1. Between 8000–4000 B.C.E. Sahara had lakes and vast grasslands (savannahs)




a. By 7000 B.C.E., Sahara peoples herding sheep and goats, later cattle




b. By fourth millennium, cultivation of millet and sorghum

2. Desertification of the Sahara by 3000 B.C.E., and population migrated toward Nile and south towards grasslands

3. Trans-Saharan trade from Carthage during first millennium B.C.E.


a. Berbers, pastoral people from North Africa, served as intermediaries


b. Salt, gold, copper, and probably slaves

c. Cultural exchange

1) Possibly iron through the Berbers to Nigeria’s Nok culture

2) Camels, “fleets of the desert,” during first millennium C.E.



4. The Garamantes, Libyan Desert kingdom during Roman era




a. Carried salt, glass, metal, olive oil, wine to Central Africa for gold, 

slaves

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
E. East Africa, a mixture of peoples south of Axum



1. Bantu speakers from West Africa, Niger River region, migrate east c. 2000 

B.C.E.




a. Brought iron working and crop cultivation to East Africa




b. Millet, sorghum, yams, melons, beans, cattle, sheep, chickens




c. Small village communities



2. Egyptian ships c.2000 B.C.E. trading for gold, ivory, and possibly slaves



3. Greek seafarer from Alexander wrote the Periplus, first century C.E.




a. Description of East Africa and its trade south to Madagascar



4. Swahili language a mix of African and Arabian culture



5. Trade also from Southeast Asia early first millennium C.E. (e.g., cinnamon)




a. Malay settlement on Madagascar

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER><SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>II. The Coming of Islam 


A. African religious beliefs before Islam



1. Pantheism, with a belief in a single creator god, sometimes accompanied by

other gods




a. Ashanti of Ghana believed a supreme being named Nyame 

1) His sons were lesser gods, with different function (one son made rain, another responsible for sunshine, etc.)



2. African religions envisioned an afterlife, connected to ancestors and lineage 

group

3. Islam’s single god acceptable to most Africans, but Islam’s rejection of sprit worship, a priestly class, and segregation of the sexes was often ignored by African converts



4. Africanized Islam


a. Over time a synthesis between traditional African religion and Islam 

occurred


B. The Arabs in North Africa



1. Arabs conquered Egypt from Byzantines in 641, built a new capital at Cairo

a. Many Egyptians welcomed Byzantine overthrow, e.g. Coptic Christians, converts paid lower taxes



2. Arabs captured old Roman province of “Africa” in 690, calling it al-

Maghrib (the west)

a. Berbers initially hostile, but by early 700s Arabs controlled all of North 

Africa.

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
C. The Kingdom of Ethiopia: A Christian Island in a Muslim Sea



1. Axum decline by end of sixth century C.E.




a. Shifted into the mountainous interior by c. 800





1) From trade to landlocked agricultural society, due in part to 

Islam



2. By twelfth century, relations between Christian Axum and coastal Muslims 

worsened 



3. Zagwe dynasty seized control c. 1150, centralized the government 




a. Christianity extended, Axum now known as Ethiopia 




b. Strengthened relations with Egypt’s Coptic Christians




c. Holy war between Ethiopia and Muslim kingdom of Adal in 1400s
<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
D. East Africa: The Land of Zanj, or what the Greeks had earlier called Azania



1. Coastal settlement established by Arabs for trade: Mombasa, Pemba, Zanibar, 

Kilwa




a. Even earlier much African influence in area

2. Ivory, gold, rhinoceros horn for iron goods, glassware, Indian textiles, Chinese porcelain

3. Kilwa at southern limit for a ship making round-trip journey in a single year


a. Magnificent city in 1300s

4. Most cities independent, but sometimes alliances

5. Swahili (Arabic sahel meaning “coast”) culture by 1100s


a. Arabic words and phrases combined with Bantu grammatical structure


b. Mixed heritage, but most claimed Arab ancestry

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
E. The States of West Africa  



1. Expansion of Islam into region was profound




a. Arabic was the first written language




b. Muslim law codes strengthened local rulers



2. Ghana, great commercial state, beginning in 400s C.E., upper Niger valley




a. ”The land of gold,” even referred to by Herodotus




b. Desert trade under Berber control, but Ghana merchants were 

intermediaries




c. Ghana king ruled by divine right

1) Were not Muslim, but welcomed Muslim merchants 




d. Declined in 1100s, weakened by wars with Berbers



3. Mali, greatest of several states that emerged from decline of Ghana




a. Gold trade, but also agriculture based on millet, rice, and sorghum




b. Local village chiefs, (mansas) collected taxes




c. Cities and wealthy merchants 




d. Mansa Musa (1312–1337), powerful king, a strong Islamic advocate 

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>III. States and Stateless Societies in Central and Southern Africa: generally “stateless” before 1000s C.E.


A. The Congo River Valley

1. Agricultural surpluses and deposits of copper and iron

2. Kingdom of Luba, 1300s, near Lake Kisale

3. Kingdom of Kong, 1300s, mouth of Congo River

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
B. Zimbabwe, plateau between the Zambezi and Limpopo Rivers



1. Great Zimbabwe was the capital, 10,000 population, 30-foot high walls



2. Powerful between 1100s and 1450s, controlled gold trade with the Zanj


C. Southern Africa, a vast land of grasslands, hills, and deserts



1.Bantu-speaking farmers came into contact with Stone Age people hunter-

gatherers 



2.The Khoi (herders) and the San (hunter-gatherers)

a. Language known as Khoisan, “click” sounds

I<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>V. African Society

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
A. Urban Life

1. Began as fortified villages and evolved into centers of government with 

markets

2. Not as wide a gulf between kings and commoners as in Asia

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
B. Village Life

1. Most Africans lived in small rural villages

2. Nuclear family and kinship/lineage group 


a. Lineages were the “basic building blocks” of African society


b. Village usually composed of a single lineage group, ruled by the “big 

man”

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
C. The Role of Women

1. As in most traditional societies, African women were subordinate to men

2. Differences: in many African societies, lineage was matrilinear rather than 

patrilinear

3. Relations between the sexes were often more relaxed than in China or India

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
D. Slavery: long antedated the coming of the Europeans



1. Common in ancient Egypt



2. Slaves often prisoners of war, and gaining slaves a major cause of wars



3. Life difficult for average slave, but under Islam slaves might win their freedom

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>V. African Culture

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
A. Painting and Sculpture



1. Earliest extant art in Africa are rock paintings (e.g., Tassili Mountains, c. 5000 

B.C.E.)



2. Wood carvings/sculptures: statues, masks, and headdresses, often spiritual 

functions



3. Terra-cotta and metal figurines




a. Benin bronzes among the most famous

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
B. Music and dance, usually a religious and ritual functions



1. Variety of instruments, including drums, xylophones, bells, horns, flutes, 

strings



2. Strong rhythmic patterns, and integration of voice and instrument

3. In absence of written languages (except in Muslim areas), music was primary means of transmitting folk legends and religious traditions

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
C. Architecture diverse



1. Earliest are the pyramids in Egypt and Kush



2. Carved stone pillars, known as stele, 100 feet high, in Axum




a. In Axum/Ethiopia were churches carved out of solid rock



3. Along east coast, elite adopted Middle Eastern styles



4. Most famous sub-Saharan buildings are at Great Zimbabwe

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="72"></SPACER>
D. Literature: oral except in Muslim areas



1.The bard, or professional storyteller, was an ancient institution




a. Chroniclers of history, preservers of social customs, and entertainers





1) Sometimes claimed occult powers and could be royal advisers




b. The Epic of Son-Jara, events of 1200s, told and retold



2.Women were purveyors of stories and religious and moral beliefs




a. The glue that held communities together

<SPACER TYPE="HORIZONTAL" SIZE="36"></SPACER>VI. Conclusion 

Glossary
al-Maghrib:  Arabic term for “the west”

Bantus:  Western African peoples whose migration through Africa spread languages and iron-making

Bard:  professional storyteller, in the absence of a written language the bard is very important in preserving African traditions

Berbers:  pastoral people of north Africa, played a key role in trans-Saharan trade

Coptic Christianity:  Egyptian form of Christianity, popular in Ethiopia, focused on single nature of Jesus

Homo sapiens:  immediate ancestors of man

Hominids:  first proto-humans

Khoisan:  southern African language group characterized by the use of “clicking” sounds

Lineage group:  extended family unit or clan, key to African social system

Mansa:  west African title for a local chieftain, as in Mansa Musa

Matrilinear:  lineage traced through the female line, as compared to patrilinear, common in some parts of Africa

Nok culture:  in northern Nigeria, one of he most active early iron-working societies in Africa, artifacts from which date back as far as 500 B.C.E.

Nuclear family:  a family group consisting only of father, mother, and children

Pantheism:  belief in a single creator god from whom all things come

Polygyny/polygamy:  the state or practice of having more than one wife at a time

Stateless societies:  characterized by autonomous villages organized by clans and ruled by local chieftains

Swahili:  a mixed African-Arabian culture that developed by the twelfth century along the east coast of Africa

Zanj:  Arabic term for east Africa, mixed African-Arabic culture

Zimbabwe:  “sacred house,” influential south African society, constructed Great Zimbabwe

Lesson Plan
AP Standards

Foundations

 1. 
Locating world history in the environment and time

· Geography and climate

2. 
Developing agriculture and technology

· Agricultural, pastoral, and foraging societies (include Africa, the Americas, as well as Europe and Asia)
· Emergence of agriculture and technological change
· Nature of village settlements

600 C.E.–1450

2. 
The Islamic world

· The rise of Dar al-Islam as a unifying force in Eurasia and Africa

3. 
Interregional networks and contacts

· Trade

· Trans-Sahara trade

· Indian Ocean trade

· Christianity and Islam [not noted in the reference guide but pp. 219-220 makes note of warring Muslims and Christians in Ethiopia]

7. 
Demographic and environmental changes

· Migration of agricultural peoples

· Bantu migrations

8. 
Diverse interpretations

· Issues involved in using cultural areas rather than states as units of analysis

· Patterns in new opportunities and constraints placed on elite women in this period

Major comparisons and snapshots

· Analyze gender systems and changes, such as impact of Islam

· Compare European and sub-Saharan African contacts and the Islamic world

1450–1750

3. 
Knowledge of major empires and other political units and social systems

· Characteristics of African empires in general (knowing one as illustrative)

4. 
Slave systems and slave trade

· Slave systems and slave trade

PAGE  
8

