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Chapter 1:  The Byzantine and Muslim Empires

SECTION 1.   Byzantium:  Rome’s Eastern Empire
Objectives:
(1) Explain the longevity of the Byzantine Empire

(2) Identify some major contributions of the Byzantine empire to world culture

Key Terms

strait:         narrow passage that links two bodies of water
icon:
        painting of a holy person
patriarch: 
leader of the Church of Constantinople
schism:  
split
Key People and Places

Justinian:  

important emperor of Byzantium
Moscow:
city from which Prince Igor of Russia tried unsuccessfully to invade Byzantium
Constantinople:  
capital of the Byzantine Empire
Rome:  
capital of the western Roman Empire and the center of the Roman Catholic Church
Venice:

Italian city that controlled Constantinople during its declining years
Reasons for Survival of the Byzantine Empire

· Constantinople’s strategic location between the Black Sea and the Sea of Marmara made it a trading crossroads

· Taxes on goods that went through Constantinople

· Strong army with advanced weapons

· Powerful rulers

Major Contributions to World Culture of the Byzantine Empire
· Code of Justinian, a set of written laws and their meanings; basis of legal system of many European nations

Recorded and saved ancient Greek and Roman knowledge in science, mathematics, and health care

SECTION 2:  The Rise and Spread Islam
Objectives:
(1) Explain the impact of geography on Arab culture



(2) Trace the spread of Muhammad’s teachings

Key Terms

nomad: 
a person who moves from one area to another
prophet:
person who carried God’s message
hijra:

movement of early Muslims from Mecca to Yathrib
Key People and Places

Muhammad:
prophet who received and spread the messages from God which became the Muslim faith
Khadijah:

Muhammad’s wife
Mecca:

crossroads of trade where Muhammad grew up
Medina: 

city where Muhammad fled after Meccans rejected his teachings
Geography of Arabian Peninsula

· Avenue of Trade

· Arabian Peninsula is mostly desert

· Mecca is on the eastern edge of the desert, about 45 miles from Red Sea

· Mecca was a crossroads of trade during Muhammad’s lifetime

· Caravans from Mecca headed northwest toward Europe and northeast toward present-day Iraq

· Bedouins and Merchants

· Desert was home to Bedouins, nomads who traveled from one watering hole to the next with livestock

· Bedouins acted as guides for trade caravans

Spread of Muhammad’s Teachings
· Muhammad’s Mission

· Muhammad taught that people should worship one God and that all people were brothers and sisters in God’s community

· People of Yathrib, now called Medina, saw Muhammad as a prophet and invited him to the city; movement of early Muslims from Mecca and Yathrib is known as the hijra
· Expansion of Islam

· By Muhammad’s death, Islam had spread across the Arabian Peninsula, and would soon reach North Africa, Spain, southern France, northern India, and China

· Islam spread rapidly

· New religion promised a new way of life

· Muslim traders traveled great distances and brought their religion with them

· Muhammad united Arabs, increasing their power

· Under Islam, Jews and Christians were allowed to practice their own faiths

SECTION 3:  The Religion of Islam
Objectives:
(1) Identify basic beliefs shared by Muslims
(2) Describe some beliefs shared by Muslims, Jews, and Christians

Key Terms

muezzin:
a man who calls Muslims to prayer
mosque:
Muslim house of worship
Ramadan:
month in Muslim calendar during which fasting occurs
Hajj:

pilgrimage to Mecca
Quran:
Muslim sacred book
Key People and Places

Shiites:
minority of Muslims show believe religious leaders must be direct descendants of Muhammad
Sunnis:
majority of Muslims who believe any religious Muslim can lead a community
Muslim Beliefs

· Five Pillars of Islam

· Faith

· Prayer

· Sharing 

· Fasting

· Pilgrimage (Hajj)

· The Quran contains rules of Islam given to Muhammad by God

· Different roles for men and women

· Shiites believe the ruler should be a direct descendant of Muhammad

· Sunnis believe any truly religious Muslim can lead the community

Beliefs Shared with Christians and Jews

· All believe in one single God

· All regard Adam, Noah, Abraham, and Moses as important in their religious histories

· Jewish Torah, Christian Bible and Muslim Quran all contain many kinds of writing about history and laws of each religion

SECTION 4:  Islam’s Golden Age

Objectives:
(1) Explain how the strengths of the Islamic world led to its golden age
(2) Identify key contributions of Islam’s golden age to science, mathematics, and literature

Key Terms
caliph:
chief ruler of Islam


patron:
support
tolerance:
acceptance of differences
Key People and Places

Omar Khayyam:

Muslim poet, astronomer, and mathematician
Harun ar-Rashid:

caliph of Baghdad and great patron of the arts
Maimonides:

Jewish doctor and philosopher during Islam’s golden age
Baghdad:


capital of the Muslim empire during Islam’s golden age
Strengths of Islam’s Golden Age

· Islamic world grew rich from trade and lands it controlled

· Baghdad was a natural center of trade

· Caliph Harun ar-Rashid supported writers, musicians, dancers and artist in Baghdad

· Jews and Christians were allowed to practice their own religions; non-Muslims were allowed to govern their own communities and were not required to serve in the military

Contributions of the Islamic Empire

· Arab mathematicians invented algebra and studies ideas of the past

· Ibn Sina organized Greek and Arab medical knowledge into the Canon of Medicine

· Sufis used poetry to teach careful observation

· Stories from different regions gathered in The Thousand and One Nights

· Poets such as Omar Khyyam wrote lasting works of literature
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