[image: image1.wmf]Emperors rule 

Japan for centuries 

from Kyoto

Daimyo, with hired 

samurai and 

peasant farmers, 

become more 

powerful and 

independent

First shogun takes 

power in 1192

New political and 

military system 

develops in which 

samurai follow 

rules called 

bushido and 

promise obedience 

and loyalty to their 

daimyo; called a 

feudal system

Mongols fail to 

conquer Japan; the 

nation remains 

isolated

Portuguese sailors 

land in Japan in 

1543; trade 

develops between 

Japan and Europe, 

and many 

Japanese become 

Christians

Japan is isolated 

from the outside 

world for 250 years 

until 1853

Beginning in 1603, 

Tokugawa rulers 

bring order to the 

country, outlaw 

Christianity, force 

Europeans out of 

Japan, and ban 

most foreign trade 

and travel


Chapter 4:  The Civilizations of Asia
SECTION 1.   Golden Ages in China

Objectives:
Analyze the importance and value of the ideas of Confucius in China.

Identify the achievements of the Song and Tang dynasties in the golden ages of China.
During the Tang and Song dynasties, China enjoyed a time of great political and cultural achievement. The rulers encouraged music, art, and fine writing. Successful trading routes between Europe and Southwest Asia brought wealth to the region. Ideas and technology flourished, including the invention of a method of printing.

Key Terms

dynasty:  series of rulers from one family

merit system:  system which requires hiring individuals to pass an examination before they can become government officials

porcelain:  strong, beautiful type of ceramic that is also known as “china”

movable type:  method of printing in which each individual character or piece of type is a separate piece

Key People and Places

Tang Taizong:  great emperor of the Tang dynasty

Confucius:  influential Chinese philosopher

Silk Road:  overland trade route from China to Europe on which silk was brought for trading

Grand Canal:  canal connecting the Huang He and the Yangzi
Causes of China’s Golden Ages
· Rulers influenced by teachings of Confucius, who believed treating people with respect would bring peace and stability to China

· Introduction of the merit system meant the hiring of government officials was based on their abilities rather than their wealth or social position

· Tang and Song rulers encouraged music, art, and fine writing

· System of roads and canals helped to make travel and trade easier
Effects of China’s Golden Ages
· Trade in products like silk, porcelain, and tea on the Silk Road helped make China rich

· The invention of block printing and movable type spread knowledge throughout China

· Gunpowder was invented and used in warfare

· Development of a smallpox vaccine stopped the spread of the disease

SECTION 2:  Feudalism in Japan
Objectives:  
Relate the geographic setting of Japan to its culture and history 

Trace Japanese history from the medieval period to the 1600s

List the reasons for Japanese isolation from the 1600s to the 1850s
Separated from the rest of the world by water, the islands of Japan remained isolated for centuries. During this time, Japan developed a feudalistic form of government. An emperor ruled in name only, while the real power lay in the hands of a leader called the shogun. Japan's isolation was broken with the arrival of European traders and missionaries in the 1500s. However, in the 1600s, the shoguns again stopped almost all contact between Japan and the outside world. The country remained isolated until 1863.

Key Terms

samurai:  warrior class of Japan

daimyo:  feudal lords who owned land and employed samurai to defend them

bushido:  set of rules which governed the samurai

feudal system:  system of government in which less powerful people promise loyalty to more powerful people

shogun:  military ruler
Key People and Places

Minamoto Yoritomo:  first shogun in 1192 

Tokugawa Leyasu:  shogun who united Japan and closed it to foreign contact
TIMELINE:  Feudalism in Japan
[image: image3.wmf]Muslim rulers ruled Hindu people.  Akbar, the greatest 

emperor, gave government jobs to qualified people 

without regard to religion.  Akbar supported the arts.  

Shah Jahan, one of the last Mughal emperors, was 

responsible for the construction of the Taj Mahal.

Mughal Empire

Government was similar to a pyramid:  Shogun, or great 

general, at the top; then came local lords called daimyo; 

beneath them were samurai; and the system was 

supported by the peasants, the people at the bottom of 

the pyramid.

Feudal Japan

China’s golden age saw the beginning of a merit system 

for government employment.  Rulers encouraged music, 

art, fine writing.  Inventions included block printing, 

gunpowder, compass, movable type.

Tang and Song 

Dynasties

Description

Civilization

Muslim rulers ruled Hindu people.  Akbar, the greatest 

emperor, gave government jobs to qualified people 

without regard to religion.  Akbar supported the arts.  

Shah Jahan, one of the last Mughal emperors, was 

responsible for the construction of the Taj Mahal.

Mughal Empire

Government was similar to a pyramid:  Shogun, or great 

general, at the top; then came local lords called daimyo; 

beneath them were samurai; and the system was 

supported by the peasants, the people at the bottom of 

the pyramid.

Feudal Japan

China’s golden age saw the beginning of a merit system 

for government employment.  Rulers encouraged music, 

art, fine writing.  Inventions included block printing, 

gunpowder, compass, movable type.

Tang and Song 

Dynasties

Description

Civilization


SECTION 3:  The Great Mughal Empire in India
Objectives:
Describe the importance of Hinduism in Indian and the impact of Muslim rulers

Determine why Akbar was a wise and great ruler

Summarize the reasons for the downfall of the Mughal empire.

Two great empires arose in India between the 300s and the 1700s. The Gupta dynasty ruled from 320 to about 540. The Gupta people practiced Hinduism and lived according to a caste system. In 1526, India was conquered by Babur, a Turkish Muslim prince, who founded the great Mughal empire. This empire brought a great age of stability and religious freedom to India. Later rulers, however, spent a large amount of money on wars and major architecture projects. In the 1700s, the empire fell apart and split into many small kingdoms.

Key Terms

Hinduism:  ancient religion and way of life in India

caste system:  a division of people into social classes

sultan:  Muslim king

Key People and Places

Tamerlane:  Mongol who invaded India in 1398

Babur:  founder of the Mughal empire

Akbar:  great and wise Mughal emperor

Shah Jahan:  emperor who build the Taj Mahal

Delhi:  capital city of the Mughal empire in India

Taj Mahal:  tomb built for his wife by Shah Jahan

I.  Rise of Mughal Empire
A.  
Invasion of the Mongols

1.  Under Tamerlane, Muslim Mongols invaded India

2.  Babur, a descendant of Tamerlane, conquered most northern India and 
founded the Mughal empire

B.  Akbar

1.  Known as the Mughals’ greatest leader

2.  Allowed Hindus to practice their religion freely

3.  Gave government jobs to people differing religions

4.  Ended unfair taxes on non-Muslims

5.  Supported artists and writers

6.  Strengthened government so the empire would survive and expand for many years under less-qualified rulers

II.  Decline of Mughal Empire
A.  Shah Jahan

1.  Grandson of Akbar; became emperor in 1628

2.  Spent large amounts of money on wars and extravagant buildings, including the Taj Mahal

B.  Aurangzeb

1.  Shah Jahan’s son

2.  Spent even more money on wars

3.  Reversed Akbar’s policies toward Hindus: taxed them and tried to force them to convert to Islam

4.  Hindus rebelled; more money spent to fight rebels

5.  After his death, the empire split into many small kingdoms
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