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Chapter 6:  A New Age in Europe
SECTION 1.   The Renaissance and Reformation
Objectives:
1.  Explain why the Renaissance begin in Northern Italy rather than           

                               in northern Europe

2. Identify the reason why northern European leaders wanted to adopt Protestant religions
· Time Period:  Between the 1300s and 1600s, 

· Europe went through a period of rebirth and reform. 

· The Renaissance marked a renewed interest in the arts, learning, and culture. 

· At the same time, some people objected to the Church's power. 

· These objections gave rise to the need to reform the Church and the establishment of new Protestant churches.
Key Terms

Renaissance:  rebirth of learning in Europe toward the end of the Middle Ages

perspective:  technique of showing objects as they appear to the eye

Reformation:  change in religion intended to reform religious customs

indulgence:  official pardons given by the pope in exchange for money

Protestant:  a person protested against Roman Catholicism, forming a new religion
Key People and Places

Leonardo da Vinci:  Italian artist and scientist of the Renaissance

Michelangelo:  Italian artist of the Renaissance who painted the Sistine Chapel

Martin Luther:  monk who caused the Reformation 

Florence:  Italian city-state and home to Michelangelo
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SECTION 2:  The Age of Exploration
Objectives:
1.  Explain how Portugal led the way in European exploration of the 
                                world outside Europe

2. Describe the ways that other explorers helped Europeans learn about new lands
· Europeans had done little exploring beyond their own shores prior to the 1400s. 

· However, ambition for wealth as well as advances in shipbuilding, navigation, and mapmaking, gave rise to increased exploration. 

· The Portuguese succeeded in opening up oversea trade routes to Africa and India. 

· Spain funded voyages to the Americas and beyond.
Key Terms

navigator: expert sailor

caravel:   kind of ship designed by Portuguese shipbuilders

astrolabe:  instrument that measured latitude

circumnavigate:  to sail around
Key People and Places
Henry the Navigator:  Prince of Portugal, under whose leadership the Portuguese made many advances in navigation and exploration

Ferdinand Magellan:  Portuguese sailor whose crews were the first to sail around the world

Cape Bojador:  the part of present-day western Sahara past which sailors in the 1400s were unwilling to sail 

Strait of Magellan:  strait near the tip of South America
Timeline:  The Age of Exploration
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SECTION 3:  The Age of Powerful Kings
Objectives:
1.  Explain how the idea of divine right helped make kings more 
                                powerful

2. Describe the actions that rulers of Europe took to increase their power after the Middle Ages
· During the 1600s, monarchs in Europe became extremely powerful. 

· The King of France had absolute, or complete, power, over every aspect of life in his kingdom. 

· It was believed that he ruled by divine right. 

· This trend toward absolute power characterized other European countries as well. 

· In England, however, the monarch shared power with Parliament.
Key Terms

democracy:  a form of government in which people elect representatives to govern

divine right:  idea that a monarch’s right to rule comes directly from God

absolute monarch:  monarch who had complete power over every part of life in the kingdom
Key People and Places

Louis XIV:  absolute monarch of France, known as the “Sun King”

Cardinal Richelieu:  chief minister of King Louis XIII

Peter the Great:  powerful ruler of Russia in the 1700s

Versailles:  luxurious palace of Louis XIV
I.      Age of Absolute Rule

A.  Divine Right of Kings


1.  Belief that the king was God’s representative


2.  Belief that right to rule came directly from God 


B.  Absolute Monarchy


1.  Ruler had complete control over every part of life in the kingdom


2.  Power was not shared with nobles, parliaments, or the people
II.    European Monarchs Gain Power

A.  King Louis XIV of France


1.  Kept nobles at Versailles to keep an eye on them


2.  Lived in luxury at Versailles; peasants paid most of the taxes, not nobles,  

             merchants, or craftspeople 


B.  King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain


1.  Built up army to drive Moors out of Spain


2.  Supported voyages of exploration that resulted in a huge empire in the Americas

C.  Peter the Great of Russia

      1.  Modernized army and navy

      2.  Improved farming and industry

      3.  Expanded territory, including ports for sea trade
SECTION 4:  Conquests in the Americas and Africa
Objectives:
1.  Explain how Spain built an empire in the Americas

2.  Analyze the ways that the Atlantic slave trade affected Africa
· The increase in exploration often led to conquest. 

· The Spanish conquered the Aztec and Incan empires in America. 

· Although Spanish settlers in the Americas were required by law to take care of the Native Americans under the encomienda system, in fact many Native Americans were used as slaves. 

· Once it was discovered that there was a market in the Americas for enslaved workers, Europeans switched from trading goods with Africa to selling enslaved Africans in the Americas.
Key Terms

encomienda:  economic system in which the Spanish king awarded settlers large areas of land along with the forced labor of the Native Americans who lived on it

conquistador:  Spanish conqueror

Key People and Places

Moctezuma:  the ruler of the Aztec empire

Hernan Cortes:  conquistador who defeated the Aztec empire

Malinche:  Native American woman who told Cortes about the wealth of the Aztecs

Francisco Pizarro:  conquistador who defeated the Incas

Tenochtitlan:  Aztec capital
Kings and Popes:  Timeline
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