
CP English 2
Teacher information

Tom Terzano
Room 274

E-mail address: 
t.terzano@hackensackschools.org


Website: 
http://www.hackensackschools.org/webpages/tterzano/
HHS homepage: 
www.hackensackhigh.org


Introduction

This course will provide you with a solid foundation for future English classes, and will also explore a variety of methods of writing, reading and thinking. Students will be made aware of the close relationship between reading and writing, and will be expected to focus consistently on the idea that writing is thinking on paper.

Classroom Rules, Policies and Procedures
1. LISTEN and follow the directions of the teacher the first time they are given.

2. Arrive to class before the bell rings and sit in your assigned seat.

3. Come to class ON TIME and prepared with all necessary materials every day. Necessary materials include a pen, your organizer, a three-ring binder for English or a notebook specifically designated for English, and a folder for handouts. 
4. Refrain from verbally or physically distracting others from classroom activities.
5. Be prepared to learn from the beginning of class until the end of the class period. Do not pack up your things until the teacher directs you to do so.

6. Do not bring food, drink, or candy into the classroom. If I see any of these items, I will ask you to dispose of them immediately.

7. There will be no use of cell phones, iPods, MP3 players or any other electronic devices. If I see any of these items, I will confiscate them and turn them over to the appropriate dean. Use of such devices will also negatively affect your grade point average and may incur further disciplinary action.

8. Give your full attention to anyone who is addressing the class (your classmates, any teacher, administrators, guests) and always refer to one other by appropriate names. Refer to me as Ms. Terzano.

9. Treat all people in the classroom with common courtesy and respect.

Discipline Procedures

Violation of the rules will invoke a procedure of progressive discipline. The basic steps in the procedure are outlined below, but generally follow the procedures outlined in the Handbook.
1. First Step – 
Verbal warning

2. Second Step – 
Mandatory detention with teacher and parental contact.

3. Third Step – 
Administrative contact (Deans, Department Chairperson, Vice Principals, 

Principal and/or Superintendent of Schools) and parental contact.

4. Fourth Step – 
Immediate exclusion from class and referral to appropriate 

administrator(s)

Students involved in serious offenses including refusal to follow the instructions of the teacher, vandalism, acts of violence or severe disrespect to others will be immediately removed from the classroom. 

Classroom Routine

1. At the beginning of each class, students are to enter quietly, take out any work due, and copy down the homework assignment for that night in their planners.

2. Once students have copied down that night’s homework assignment, they are to complete the introductory activity (Do Now) independently and quietly. Do not wait for the teacher to give you directions; your Do Now will either be on the board or on a handout in the front of the room.

3. If you want to ask a question, answer a question, or participate in a class discussion, you must raise your hand and wait to be called upon. 

4. You are expected to complete classroom tasks and assignments in the time allotted. 

Expectations
1. Punctuality
a) Being on time means having your entire body in the room by the time the late bell rings. 
b) If you are late to class without a pass, you must automatically report for detention after school. If you fail to do so, your late will count as an unwaived absence.
c) Frequent lateness will have a negative impact on your class participation grade.

2. Attendance

a) It is of the utmost importance that you attend class every day that you are physically able to do so.
b) If you know in advance that you will be absent, please speak with me to make arrangements for your assignments.

c) Assignment due dates do not change if you are absent. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that all assignments are handed in on time, either by sending assignments in with a friend or family member, or by e-mailing the assignment to the teacher.

3. Homework

a) Homework is always due at the beginning of the period. If it is not collected right away, it will be checked right away. 

b) All homework assignments will be posted daily on HomeworkNow.com and on my teacher web page.

c) It is preferred that students type all homework assignments. Typed work must be formatted in 12-point Times New Roman font, with 1” margins all around. Assignments must be printed before coming to class. 
d) Students are expected to submit all assignments ON TIME.

e) Homework that is checked in class will ONLY be accepted on the day it is due. Late homework that is one day late will receive half credit. After one day, late assignments will not be accepted.

f) Papers and major assignments will lose 10 points for each day late and will not be accepted after five days. If you are absent on a day when an essay or a major assignment is due, you must e-mail your essay to t.terzano@hackensackschools.org in order to avoid a late penalty.

g) Plagiarism and/or cheating of any kind will not be tolerated. All plagiarized work will receive a zero. 
4. Class Participation/Preparation/Conduct

a) Class participation is an integral part of the learning process, as it helps you to engage in the subject matter and process new information. Get involved in a positive way!

b) Quality class participation consists of thoughtful, insightful comments or questions that add to the discussion. Coming to class prepared and on time also contributes to a positive class participation grade.

5. Extra Help
a) Extra help is available after school on Mondays through Thursdays from 2:30-3:00 or by appointment.

b) Don’t be shy!
c) Digital help is available through emails directly to the teacher.  
Grading
Your grades will be calculated using a total points system.  Students receive points for each assignment completed, class day participation, essays, tests and quizzes.  Incomplete assignments receive zeroes automatically.  The final grade is calculated when a summation of the total points a student earns is divided by the total maximum points possible.  For example:
220 points earned.

÷

250 points maximum.
88 points (B+)
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