Declaration of Independence
Four parts to the Declaration:

1) Preamble:

· Explains why the Declaration was written

· Explains to the world their reasons for separation

2) Declaration of Natural Rights:

· Lists the basic rights to which all people are entitled

· Natural Rights = life, liberty, and property (John Locke)
· Government earns power from the people

3) List of Grievances (Complaints):

· Details the colonists’ complaints against the  British government, especially King George III

· Upset they have no say in the laws that govern them

· King’s actions show little concern for the well-being of the people.

4) Resolution of Independence:

· Says that the colonies are now “free and independent states”

· The states now have the power to wage war, establish alliances, and trade with other countries

Anti-Slavery Clause:

· Written by Thomas Jefferson

· Part of the original draft of the Declaration of Independence

· Blames the British Parliament for the institution of slavery and makes the King look like more of a tyrant

· Is controversial because Thomas Jefferson owned slaves himself

· Was left out of the final Declaration so the southern colonies would agree to sign it

