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lntroducing Gilgamesh

Historical Background

The epic of Cilgamesh was written
down on clay tablets in cuneiform

o.,.iA (wedge-shapei) scripr at leasr 1300
VJ.,Syears before Homer wrote The. ltiad

and Ihe Odyssey. However, the first of
these tablets was not discovered until
excavations at Nineveh, begun in
1845, uncovered the library of Ashur-
banipal, the last great king of Assyria
(668-627 B.C.). Among tf," 25,000
tablets was the AssyriJn version of
Cilgamesh.

The epic gained international im_
portance in -1862, 

when an expert in
cuneiform published an outline of Cil_
gamesl.t along with his translation ofpart of the Assyrian version of the

--

flood. The similariry berween the flood
stoiy in the Cilgamesh epic and the
description of the flood in the Bible
led archaeologists to intensify their
search for more cuneiform tablets.

Today scholars have available tab_
lets 

.containing portions of the Cilga_
mesh epic from many of the anciJnt
countries in the Middle East, dating
from 21OO to 627 B.C. - including
s?me recently found in the library of
Ebla, the latest ancient kingdom to be
discovered. Scholars belieue that
stories of the adventures of Cilgamesh
that existed in the oral tradilion of
Sumetr were first written down in
approximately 2100 B C.

r'-'-'"
flood



Between 
.1600 and 1000 B.C., the

epic had been inscribed in Akkadian
(Babylonian), Hittite, and Hurrian

translations, some following the

Sumerian versions and some branch-

ing off into wider variations, but all

keeping the Sumerian names of
characters and gods. A priest by the

name of Sin-leqi-unninni, who prob-

ably lived during this time, is given

credit for creating the late Akkadian

version of the epic. Scholars think that

he took the available Sumerian tales

and imposed a uniform focus uPon

them, so that a series of separate ad-

ventures became the dramatic story of

Cilgamesh's search for immortality.

Sin-leqi-unninni integrated the Sumer-

ian flood story into the epic and also

created the friendshiP between

Cilgamesh and Enkidu.

Cilgamesh apparentlY was a real

king of Uruk, in southern MesoPota-

mia, sometime between 27OO and

2500 B.C. At that Period Sumer had

city-states, irrigation, laws, and various

forms of literature. The writings of the

time reveal that the people valued jus-

tice, freedom, and compassion. The

strong walls of Uruk are attributed to

Cilgamesh, and he may well have

ventured into the wilderness in order

to bring timber to his region, for wood
was a valuable building material that

this region lacked.
The Sumerian view of the gods as

unpredictable and therefore frighten-
ing reflects the unpredictable and dis-

, turbin8 nature of the world in which

, they lived. For example, the Tigris and

::,the Euphrates rivers often radically
elanged their paths from season to

n, a phenomenon that must have

havoc on the farms dnd cities
Ithe area. The flood in Cilgamesh is

the specific, catastrophic

The Middle East 173

southern Mesopotamia in aPProxi-

mately 2900 B.c. lt became a popular

subject in the literature of the time.

Traces of an earlier, matriarchal re-

ligion remain in Cilgamesh as well as

in the Enuma e/ish, the Babylonian

creation epic. For example, the Tem-

ple of Anu and lshtar belongs to lshtar

alone. The priestess from the temple
who is chosen to civilize Enkidu is

highly esteemed in her society. Her

role in the temple closely connects her

with the Creat Coddess or Mother

Coddess and sanctifies her sexual

relationships.
ln addition, Cilgamesh depicts Ish-

tar as a Creat Coddess. When she

wants Cilgamesh to marry her, he

refuses because he knows that mar-

riage to the Creat Coddess will bring

him certain death. He further insults

lshtar by listing the ways she has killed

many of her previous mates. lshtar

becomes furious with Cilgamesh and

retaliates by contriving to cause his

death. However, his friend Enkidu dies

instead, unwittingly serving as a substi-

tute sacred king.

The Earliest Hero

Gilgamesh is an unusual hero in that

his major quest has an intellectual pur-

pose: the acquisition of knowledge. ln

addition to possessing courage, he

must have great determination, Pa-
tience, and fortitude in order to reach

his destination. After enduring physical

hazards, he must wage a battle against

despair when he learns that he cannot

become immortal. He must find

experiences that make life worthwhile,

and he must find ways of perpetuating

his name. Later heroes start bY

accepting what Cilgamesh questions;

they are born into societies that have

already determined the acceptablethat scholars think occurred in



ways in which a person can achieve
fame and an immortal name.

Appeal and Value

Like Cilgamesh, we must fight the de-
spair of failure and death. Like
Cilgamesh, we must choose what we
will value in life and have the freedom
to make those choices.

Cilgamesh is the earliest major record_
ed work of literature, and Cilgamesh is
the first human hero in literaiure. The
epic has universal appeal among West_
ern cultures because it reaffirms the
similarities in human nature and hu_
man values across time and space. The
epic reveals the importance of friend-
ship and love, pride and honor, ad_
venture and accomplishment, and also
the fear of death and the wish for im_
mortality. lt speaks as clearly to us as it
spoke to those who lived when it was
written, almost 4,000 years ago.

Cilgamesh learns that the only type
of immortality that he or ,ny'oih",
mortal can achieve is lasting fame
through performing great deeds and
constructing lasting monuments. He
also learns that life is precious and
should be enjoyed to the fullest. What
Cilgamesh discovers during his long
and arduous journey, we too must
learn in the course of our own lives.

Principal Characters*

CILCAMESH: king of Uruk who
searches for im mortality

LUCALBANDA: heroic father of Cilga_
mesh; earlier king of Uruk

NINSUN: goddess morher of Cilga_
mesh; priestess of Shamash

ENKIDU: best friend of Cilgamesh

HUMBABA: giant who guards the
Cedar Forest of Lebanon

SIDURI: fishwife whom Cilgamesh
meets on his journey

UTANAPISHTIM: king of Shurippak;
survivor of the Sumerian flood 

r I

URSHANABI: Utanapishtim,s boatman

* For a list of the Sumerian gods, see
pages 152-53.

Gilgamesh

Chapter 1

Gilgamesh angers his people with his arrogance and
seffishness. The gods create Enkidu to teach him
humility.

I Notice the srrong walls of our ciry of Urukr rhese walrs were built by

f,i:,X*: *:f1don .r.at"J i., ancienr times by rhe seven wise rnen, whobroughr great knowledge to or. lr.,J. fil r;;;ffi;ffi.;;i'rffi:rThilS
brightness of copper, but rt r, -ra" of burnt irick. No* ,,uay the inner wals of
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our city. Examine the fine brickwork. These walls, too, surpass all othersl No hu-
man being, not even a king, will ever be able to construct more impressive walls
than Gilgamesh built around our city of Uruk! Now approach the majestic
Temple of Anu and Ishtar. No mortal, not even a king, will ever be able to build
a structure as beautiful as the one Gilgamesh created! Climb up and walk upon
the walls of Uruk. Examine the fine brickwork. Admire the majestic Temple of
Anu and Ishtar. Gaze upon one man's supreme achievement!

Who was the Gilgamesh who built these walls of lasting famel 'Who was the
Gilgamesh who built this most majestic temple? Gilgamesh was the renowned
king of the ciry of Uruk. To his people, Gilgamesh was a tyrant who became a
great hero.

Gilgamesh left his city to learn how to avoid death, and he returned having
learned how to live. In the course of his travels, he saw everything throughout
the land. Because he thought about what he had seen, he came to know every-
thing that makes a person wise.

When Gilgamesh returned, he inscribed his travels and his thoughts upon
stone tablets and placed these tablets on the strong walls of Uruk. He described
the time before and during the great flood. He described his long, tiring journey

in search of everlasting life. And he revealed the hidden mysteries of life and
death that he had discovered. He wanted his knowledge to help his people im-
prove their lives.

Read what Gilgamesh inscribed in stone upon the sffong walls of the ciry of
Uruk so that you, too, may gain wisdom.

Gilgamesh was two-thirds god and one-third man. His mother was the wise
goddess Ninsun. His father was the noble Lugalbanda, a mortal who had also

been king of Uruk.
Gilgamesh was such a godlike person that his people knew the gods had

favored him. Nintu, the great Mother Goddess who had fashioned the first hu-
man beings out of clay, had also created Gigamesh. Radiant Shamash, god of the
sun, had given him great beauty. Adad, god of storms, had given him great cour-
age. Ea, god of wisdom, had given him the capacity to learn from his experiences
and to become the wisest of men. Yet, despite his goddess mother and all of his
divine gifts, Glgamesh was not a god, but a man. Therefore, he was doomed to
share the common fate of all human beings, which is death.

When Gilgamesh was a young king, he was as willful and fearsome as a wild
bull. He was the supreme wrestler and warrior. He knew no fear. He had no re-
spect for tradition. He used the sacred drurn as he wished. He did whatever he
wished even when it hurt others. The fact that his behavior disturbed his
companions did not restrain him.

Finally the nobles in Uruk became very distressed by Gilgamesh's behavior.
They complained to one another, "Gilgamesh is incredibly arrogant, both day and
night. Is this the way our king should act? It is true that the shepherd of our
strong'walled city should, be bold, but a king should also be majestic and wise!

r'Cilgamesh interferes in the lives of his subjecls beyond his right as king. Even in
$e households of his nobles and warriors, he intrudes between husband and wife,

tween mother and daushter. and between father and son."
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The heavenly gods heard the complaints of the nobles of uruk and met in as-semblv to discuss Girgamesh's behaiior. A;r, iuth". of the gods, calred theMother Goddess before the assembry and ,rid, iiyo., 
created th" h.ro Gilgamesh,mighry and wild bulr of a man that he isJ Now .r"ri" an equaily srong and cour-ageous man, Enkidu, to be just like Glgamesh. Make the spirit in Enkidu,s heartlike that of the warrior god, Ninurta, so that it will match the untamed spirit inGilgamesh's hearr.

"Then send Enkidu into uruk, and.ret these two giants among men fight withone another. Enkidu will teach Girgamesh 56,. p.op.. place in the worrd.Gilgamesh must be t*"-d to recogniz" Ihrr, godiik" Inorgr, 
^h. 

is, rr" ir-L, a god.once he learns that he has limitaiions like ,ll hr*r., beings, then the people inthe srrong-walled city of uruk wilr be able ,oi*"].,^i"r.".,,
twhen she heard these words, Nintu conceived i., h", mind the image of a sec-ond heroic man, whom she created in the ro.r, or tn" god Anu. she washed herhands and pinched off a hunk of clay. very carefully she drew the design she hadenvisioned upon it and threw the clay upon the u.ora, grassy plui., u-irrree-dayjourney from Uruk. Thus she created th" i,".o Enkidu.
Enkidu came to.liG as a fuly grown man. In some ways he looked as muchlike an animal as like a man, r., 

-rri, 
enrire body was covered with shaggy hair.Long hair sprouted abunclantly upon his head like rich fields of wheat. Like thegod of cattle, he clothed himself in animal skins. Enkidu lived like a wild crea-ture, away from the company of h,man beings and among the animals of theplain' He was aware of neither people nor lrnd."Lir." rrir companions, the gazelles,he fed upon the grass of tt. itrir,. Along with the wild beasts at the .,,ut".i.,g

place,,he pushed for his turn to drink.
one day a hunter, who lived by trapping the wild animals, discovered Enkidu,drinking at the watering place with th. *ird beasts. i.r,rr"a by the sight of sucha strange human being, the hunter returned to the watering place on each of thefollowing three days' Each time, he stared in fascination when he saw Enkiduamong the wild animals. Each time, the sight of the mighrr ruuug."or.igr,,".,"athe hunter that he took his hounds and ."trrned to his home, where he sat insilence, terrified of rhe wild man.
Finally rhe hunter said to his father, "For the past three days, I have seen awild man at the watering place who appears to have come out of the hills. He isso strong that surely. he is the mightiest in the rand. In fact, the spirit of Anu,father of rhe heavenly gods, musr live within his bociyr From what I have beenable to observe of his habits, he seems to wander or". ,h" l-rills. He feeds wirh thegazelles on rhe grass of the prain, and he drinks at rhe watering place with thewild beasrs who gather rhere.
"l am too afraid to approach him,,, the hunter confessed, ,,and yet he is rob-bing me of mv livelihood. He fills in wrth dirr the pi., i drr, and he tears up thetraps I set' He releases the beasts and the smaller .."r,r.", of the plain whenevermy devices catch them, and I can no longer .rp,u.. ,.,y gr*"t,,His father replied, "My son, rh. heroi. K*g aJg;mesh lives in rhe sffong-walled ciry of Uruk,.which is onry ,h."..duyr, lou.i-,.v i.-o- here. No one is mightierthan he isl Even this wird n',r,', oi *.,o* yo, ,p"ut .r.,nor possibly equal hisstrength! Gilgamesh is so strong that the spirir of a.,u *,,,r, live within his bodyl

H
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"Therefore, you must go to the strong-walled ciry of Uruk and tell Gilgamesh

about this mighty wild man. Bring back a priestess from the temple and let her

educate this savage man in the ways of human beings. Let her meet him at the

watering place. He will be attracted by her beaury. Once he embraces her, the

beasrs on the plain will regard him as a stranger and will associate with him no

longer. He will be forced to become a human being."
The hunter took his father's advice and followed the road to the strong-walled

city of Uruk. As soon as the king heard the hunter's tale, he sent a priestess from

the temple to teach the wild man how to ac[ like a human being.

After a journey of three days, the hunter and the priestess reached the home

of the hunrer. They spent the entire day sitting by the watering place, but Enkidu

never appeared among the wild beasts. Early on the second day, the hunter and

his companion retumed to the watering place. They watched as the wild beasts

and the creeping creatures came there to drink. Finally Enkidu, the mighry sav-

age who was accustomed to feeding upon the grass of the plain with the gazelles

and drinking at the watering place with the wild beasts, arrived.
"There he is!" the hunter exclaimed. "That is the savage man I have brought

you to see! As soon as he sees you, he will approach you. Do not be afraid, for I
am cerrain he will not hurt you. Let him get to know you, and teach him what it
is to be a human being."

Enkidu was fascinated by the woman, and he spent six days and seven nights

with her. He forgot the grassy plain where he had been born, the hills where he

had roamed, and the wild animals that had been his companions. Later, when he

was ready to rejoin the wild beasts of the plain, they sensed that Enkidu was now

a human being. Even the gazelles drew away from him in fright.
Enkidu was so surprised by their change in behavior that, at first, he stood

completely still. When he tried to rejoin them, he found that he could no longer

run with the speed of a gazelle. He was no longer the wild man that he had been.

However, he had gained something in return for the speed that he had lost, for

he now possessed greater understanding and wisdom. He returned to the woman,

sat down at her feet, and looked into her face attentively.

Chapt er Z
Enkidu md Gilgamesh fight andbecome friends.

The priestess said, "Enkidu, when I look upon you now, I can see that you

have become wise like one of the heavenly gods. \Uhy do you still want to roam

over the grassy plains with the wild beasts? Leave this wild country to the

shepherds and the hunters, and come with me. Let me take you into the
strong-walled ciry of Uruk, to the marketplace and to the sacred Temple of Anu
and Ishtar. In Uruk you will meet the mighty King Gilgamesh. He has performed

grear heroic deeds, and he rules the people of the ciry like a wild bull. You will
love him as you love yourself."

Enkidu's heart longed for a friend, so he said, "I shall do as you suggest. Take

me ro Uruk, where the mighty king Gilgamesh rules the people like a wild bull. I
shall boldly address him and challenge him to a wrestling match. 'l am the



strongest one!' I shall shout.'I was born on the grassy prain, and my strength ismighfy!"' ot PtaLtL' drru IIIY s

"come then, Enkidu," the woman replied. ,,you 
must give up your wird waysand prepare to live like a man among o,h". men. you must learn to eat the foodother rnen eat, to wear the kind of clothes qth", *.., ,.rr, and to sreep upon abed instead of on the ground.,,

Placing her cape upon his shourders, the woman took Enkidu,s hand and, as amother leads her child, led him i.,ro rh"-n"rrilr^rr..orrerd,s hut. A number ofshepherds immediately gathered around ,.rd off.r.J-him some of rheir bread andbeer. But when Enkidu ,aw that th. rh"pi".J;^;;;.r"d him ro ear and drink asthey did, he could only stare in embarrrrrrn".r, and gag at the unfamiliarrefreshments. He 
,courd not bring himself ," ,"ri"- rr.n aoa, ror h" hal hved bysucking the milk from wild animlk, and the ,,.r.rg" ,.neil and appearance of thebread and beer repelled him. ,

\rhen Enkidu refused to eat the bread and drink the beer, the priestess said,"You must leam to eat-this bread, for it sustai.r, hu*u., life, and you must learnto drink the snong drink, for that i, rh" .;;;l;rli, lr.d.,,Enkidu accepted her advice, and when he hai oaten and drunk he was hrppy.He then cut his hair, oiled his body, and put on the.,rrronrrry crothing of a man.He became truly human, and he looked rir." 
" v"r"g ,rour.. ,,Before 

we leave forLJruk," he said, "I shal use my weapon to kili the"ror,re, and the lions so theshepherds can resr at night.,,
once Enkidu had doie what he could to make the life of rhe shepherds easier,he and rhe woman began their three-day jour.,"f. i,you wi, like rhe ciry of[Jruk," she said to him. "The people dress i" r"riir" clothing as if each day is aholiday. The young men are smong and arhletic, and the young women areperfumed and atmactive.
"I shall point out Gilgamesh to you,,, she continued, ,,although 

you shouldrecognize him. Like. you, he enioys ilr". ue gl"r; ;i;; manhood, and his wholeappearance reveals.his strength. He is rr.o.rg", by far.than you are, for he leadsan acdve life both day and 
"igrr,. 

If he ever resrs, no one is aware of itl"Enkidu' you mu.s1 .^,.b you. ,..ogr.r..," the priestess warned. ,,Do not be toobold with Gilgamesh! shamash, goa or tF.. ,un,^1o"", r,m. Anu and Enlil, whorule the heavenly.gods,-and Ea, *a "r*isdom, hrr"".r,ra" him very wise. Evenbefore we arrive from the .or.r,."y, Gilgamesh iiii r. .*p".ri.,g you, for he willhave seen you in his dreams.',
Meanwhile, Gilgamesh approached his morher, the_ wise and beloved god-dess Ninsun, and rold her his dreams so rhat she could exprain them ro him."Morher," he began, "I dreamed rast night that I;rii; among rhe nobles on abeautiful evening. As the srars in th.. h"*".,, ,o"IiI above me, one srar, in

ffrl'*llX,Hflt 
rell out or the skv. rhis s;;;;* randed .ight ,i .,,y r""t

"'When I tried to lift ir,', Gilgamesh continued, ,,it was much too hea,,y for me.

H:il::::i.:'dil:i"'lfJhl;'Jl' ,,o' ."o'" 
" ii.- the star-bei.'s stood,

rushed rrom rheir hom:' :"a*r,,n:#' ;:ffi 11"ffi:.['.:XX;l];lnobres, kissed irs feet' Much ro my surprise, I loved this star-beingr I placed my
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carrying strap upon my forehead, and with the help of my companions, I was able
to lift it upon my back and bring it ro you. However, when I placed it ar your
feet, you made it fight wirh me!"

Ninsun replied, "This star of heaven, in form like Anu himself, which sud-
denly descended upon you, which you could not lift and could not push away,
which you loved, and which you placed ar my feet and i made flght wirh you -this is, in facr, a man just lilde you, named Enkidu. He was born on the grassy
plains, and the wild creatures have raised him. \Uhen Enkidu arrives in Uruk,
you will meet him and embrace him, and the nobles will kiss his feet. Then you
will bring him to me.

"Your heart will be joyful," Gilgamesh's mother continued, "for Enkidu will
become your dearest companion. He is the strongest man in the land, with the
strength of heavenly Anu. He is the kind of friend who will save his friend in
time of need. The fact that you loved him in your dream means that he will
always be your dearest friend. This is the meaning of your dream."

Then Gilgamesh said, "Mother, when I lay down again, I had another dream.
This time, a strangely shaped axe lay upon the street within our strong-walled
city, and all of the people of Uruk stood gathered around it. I loved it as soon as I
saw it, so I picked it up and brought it to you. But when I placed it at your feet,
you made it fight with me."

His wise mother replied, "Your second dream means the same as your first
dream. The axe is the heroic Enkidu, who possesses the strength of heavenly
Anu. When he arrives in Uruk, he will become your companion and your dearest
friend."

Then Gilgamesh said, "lt surely seems that, by Enlil's command, a dear friend
and counselor has come to me, and I shall be a dear friend and counselor to him
in return."

When Enkidu and the priestess were not far from the city, a strange man ap-

proached and looked as if he wished to speak with them.
"Please bring that man ro me," Enkidu said to the woman. "l would like to

know his name and why he has come."
The stranger said to Enkidu, "Our king, Gilgamesh, lives without any selt

restraint. He thinks that he has the right to do whatever he chooses, without
considering the rights of others and the traditions of our land. The assembly of
the heavenly gods decreed at his birth that, as the king of Uruk, Gilgamesh
would have the right to sleep with a bride on the first night of her marriage. Yet
Gilgamesh has abused and extended this privilege. Therefore, the people of our
city fear and resent him!"

'lVhen Enkidu heard this, his face became pale with anger. He said to himself,
"'When I meet this king who rules the peoplb of Uruk like a wild bull, I shall
teach him to know his proper place and to respect the rights and wishes of other
people! "

Soon Enkidu entered the strong-walled ciry of Uruk, with the woman follow-
ing close behind him. As he stood in the marketplace, the people of Uruk im-
mediately gathered around the heroic-looking sftanger and blocked his path.

"Why this man looks just like our king!" they exclaimed. "Look how similar
his build is! He is not as tall, but his bones look srronger. The milk of the wild
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creatures has given him prodigious strengrh. surely he is the mightiest man in
;[l?]t' 

Now the .lr*oi 
"f ;.upo,rs in conresrs of arms wiI echo throughout

The nobles rejoiced. "A godrike hero has appeared in our ciry as a match forour own great kingr Godlike Girgamesh hrr;J"d""qlrrt,, they proclaimed.That nighr, when Girgamesf, was warki.,g ,orr.i- the Tempre of Anu andIshtar, the two great men met in the marketprr." oi th" Iand. As ,r,"^ t r.r* ,o-proached rhe temple, Enkidu prr."d himserf ," irr. -raat" of the gateway, gath-ered his srrengrh, and stuck 
^"ri-t 

i, foot to o;"r;;; Girgamesh from passingthrough the gate. Amazed 3"d;;g;r"d, Girgamerh *r.srled with the pr"ru*p-tuous stranger' For a long while, th. tro giants foughr one another like two bulls.They shattered the gareposrs and made the walr shake.Finally, cilgamesh bent hr, kn." io the ground ,.,J ,ur.,"a away from Enkidu.His fury suddenrv left him, ro, i. ."rrir"a.inri-it,r'I"rr*oruous 
srranger musrbe the Enkidu oi hi, ar.r*r. ui, jl"r*, hrd ..u"rr'"J the truth, for Gilgameshknew_that he had indeed *", hJ*l.h in Enkidu.when he saw that Girgam"rh hrJ turned away, Enkidu said with the greatestrespect' "Hail ro youJ Girgamesh, whom Enlir has n,uJ" t i.rg of the people! your

il:t*,:,:le 
goddess Ninsun, r"t'gi".., birth to a gr"ri r."r you rower over those

The two men then embraced each other and became the dearest of friends.

Chapter 3
Gilgamesh and Enkidu prepare b ffac)el rc th, Cl)"do,
Forest and. to meet the evil- giant Humbaba.

one day Enkidu's eyes filled with tears, for his heart was sad. Gilgamesh, hear-
,Iinnis 

friend sigh bitterlv, said .o il;;;;nkidu, my friend, why do your eyes fill: E,?,T:,il1,x1,,i.#,#li* 
Hij,,,,,,"i.:"'Ji ;;.: r rived among ,he. animals upon the grassv plain, i ; l*,r, u.,a ,rro-rg. H";; i, the strong-walled. ;:}ffi:lu' mv arms hang usele* uv *v side. InaJt,"n, i* turned me inro a

"I know how to heal the.grief in your hearr,,, Gilgamesh replied. ,,The 
fiercegianr Humbaba lives at the base of ,1," c"ar. M"#;;:;;. of rhe heavenlygods in the cedar Forest.of Lebano.t^ J".rr.{ 

9f rhe riving. come with me toslay him, and rhen we sha, hu,u" br.,i.i"Jr, evir from the land.,,,,you 
cannot mean wl

sre a r c ou rage b e c a u se ril' ry "#,: ".ratH iiii' *,^::ln' i"n'x,"J i :;:i
"r:,i['n;111;i]::f' 

rrom the ,ita .,*,,res abour the cedar Foresr and the
'The forest extends o: "t,r,rpr., is so grea-nr,'r';"1:"1':il:::;::lrTJT:#til fti1;ffi,lJil.' And as for Humbaba, rhe verv rhougt-,, oingnri"g ,h;;*;;rrous giant fi1s myI heart with horrorl Enlil, ruler of ,n" r-r"r"."ly gocls, has appointed him warch-man' He preserves the cedar Foresr u, *.iru,, r;y";; *rf,o" au.., ro enrer ir.
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The Middle East

His face is as fearsome as a lion's. His dreadful roar resounds throughout the for-
esr like a river that is swollen with flood. His teeth are those of a dragon, and
flames issue forth from his mouth. Wirh each breath he consumes every reed and
tree in his path. Nothing that burns can escape being devoured by that monsrer!
\X/hy would you choose to pit yourself against a being who is more powerful than
you are/"

"l know that it is my fate to die, sooner or later," Gilgamesh explained. "Be-
fore my life comes to an end, I would like to make a name for myself. So I intend
to climb the Cedar Mountain! When those in time to come remember the great
names of the past, I would like my name to be among rhem. I will bring the
names of the heavenly gods with us, so that they too will be remembered."

"\7e cannot enter the Cedar Forest," Enkidu repeated. "Humbaba watches
over the forest without ever resting. He can hear the wild cows when they are
200 miles away."

Gilgamesh responded, "My friend, who can reach heaven? only the gods live
forever with radiant Shamash. The days of human beings are numbered, and
whatever they achieve is like the wind! \7hy do you fear death when, like all hu-
man beings, it is your fate to die? \7hat has become of your heroic srrengrh? Is it
not better to do your best to gain fame than to wait patiently and quietly for the
day of your death? Fame and glory will give life to your name even after your
death.

"lf you are still afraid to fight Humbaba," Gilgamesh continued, "rhen let me
walk ahead of you while you encourage me to be brave. Even if I fail, I shail have
made a lasting name for myself. People will say of me, 'Gilgamesh died fighting
the fierce giant Humbaba!"'

"l shall not walk behind you, my friend," Enkidu replied. "'While you are
traveling toward the land of the living, I shall remain in the strong-walled ciry of
Uruk. I shall inform your mother of your great glory, Let the wise goddess Ninsun
proclaim your fame to all the people! I shall inform your mother of your impend-
ing death. Let the wise goddess Ninsun weep bitter tears as she grieves for her
lost son!

"As for me, I do not choose to die," Enkidu continued. "l do not wish to be

destroyed by fire. I am not ready to have the three-ply shroud cut. I am not ready
to make that journey upon the Euphrates River."

Gilgamesh said, "Your fear fills my heart with sadness. \ilirh my own hands I
shall kill Humbaba, cut down rhe cedars, and bring their fragrant wood to
strong-walled Uruk. In this way, I shall make a lasting name for myself. I shall or-
der the smith to forge new weapons for us: axes to chop and blades to shape the
wood, and mighty swords to use against Humbaba. I wish to see this giant whose
name fills our land with terror. I will overcome him in the Cedar Forest! Then all
peoples will know how strong the King of Uruk is!"

Enkidu replied, "Oh, Gilgamesh, if your heart is set upon such an advenrure
and you are determined to enter the land of the living, then I will reluctantly ac-
company you. However, you must tell radiant Shamash. He is in charge of the
Cedar Forest, and surely you will need his help."

So Gilgamesh chose two young goars, one white and one brown, and offered
them to Shamash with a prayer. "Oh, heavenly Shamash, I wish to enrer the
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ffili:t"t' 
of Lebanon in the land of the living, and I wish that you would

"I know that your strength is great, Gilgamesh," rarJiant shamash replied."You are' indeed, a great-warrior. But rhy are you attempting such an adven-ture? \7hy does rhe land of the living i"r"r"r, you?,,
Gilgamesh tearfully answered, 'bh, radiant shamash, please listen ro mywords' !7e human beings are not as blessed as the heavenly gods, for we cannorlive forever. Every dry i., my ciry of Uruk, people die! !7h-en I look over rhestrong walls of my city, I s-ee the Euphrates Riu., bearing their dead bodies."sooner or later even I, ki"g thorgh-i;;, shail havl to face that fare. Even Ishall have to make that lastlourney.beath makes the humr., rr.ur,,heavy withgrief. No matter how tal he is, , ;";;f;ro.o, reach heaven. No matter howwide he.is, a mortal cannot stretch over the earth. ,

"Yet before my life comes to an end,,, Gilgamesh concluded, ,,1 would like tomake a name for myself' I would like ro ".,* a. hnd orih";;rg and climb thecedar Mountain' lrhen future t"""*rr."r^ remember the great names of thepast, I would rike my nam.e ,o b" ,rno.rg ih"m. I will bring the names of theheavenly gods with me, so that your nu-".-,oo wilr be remembered.,,shamash heard Gilgamesh's words ,.,a-r...rred his tears as a sacred offering.The radiant god felt piry for Gilgam.rh', humrn fate and was merciful to him. ,,1shall be your ally against Hr*brbu," h"-iord Gilgamesh. ,,r shal confine inmountain caves the snake that poisons with its tongue, the dragon that scorcheswith its fire, the raging flood that d"rr."y, ;;".Iu.d,"r.,j qriJn?rrres of lightning

:*::,xffi::n:*Jl"'*'ri ".t u"'"'br' 
'o ";';;;;;nr" ro. vou durh!

when Gilgamesh heard the words of shamash, his heart filled with joy. Hecalled the elders of uruk to assembly and informed them of his plan. They werenor convinced by his enthusiasm.
"your youthful spirit fills your hearr, Glgamesh,l, they said to their king, ,,butit has blinded your eyes to what you ars;;* Listen ro our counsel. we hearthat the cedar Forest extends or.. ur, ,r", oi:0,000 ,qrur;;rt, !7ho amonghuman beings is brave enough ro enrer ,,iV. hear that Humbaba is a crearureto be feared' Vho among human beings can face his weapons? The monsrer roarslike a river sworen with iood, and his?";;;;,h brings death."why do you want to face such a foe?i' they asked. "you could not choose amore unequal contest! However, if we cannot_convince you to change yourmind' then go with our bressing tr4ay your god, shamrrr,, pro*., ,o, and bringyou safely back to srrong-walleJUruk! ,, o--

Gilgamesh knelt before radiant shamash. Raising his hands in prayer, he said,"Heavenly shamash, I am on my way. Guard my soul. protect .n" ur.rd bring me

,Tf,l lTi.T.yl'o 
I am taking a road I have never traveled. I want ro wark with

Gilgamesh then set about recruiting some of his countrymen. ,,He who is re-sponsible for a household, stay hometli h" .o*manded. ,,He who is responsiblefor his morher, remain *iti-h".t However, if ;;, are a single man and you wouldlike to join me on this greatest of heroic udr..,rr."r, I invrre fifry of you ro come

H
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along with me into the land of the living, where Humbaba guards the Cedar For-
est. There we shall slay the monster and banish all evil fiom the land!"

The men of Uruk obeyed Gilgamesh. Those who were the support of rheir
families stayed behind, while fifty youths prepared ro accompany Gilgamesh upon
the great adventure.

Gilgamesh ordered the metalsmiths to cast the enormous bronze axe that he
would call his "might of heroism," along wirh axes and swords for all his compan-
ions. Then he ordered servants to cut wood from the apple, the box, and the wil-
low trees to be fashioned into other weapons and tools. \Uhen all of the
adventurers had been properly equipped, Gilgamesh's servants brought their king
his weapons. They gave him his bow, a quiver full of arrows, and an assortment of
cutting and shaping tools, and they placed his axe, the "might of heroism," and
his sword upon his belt.

\Uhen the group was ready to leave, the people cried, "May you return safely
to our ciry!"

Then the elders gave Gilgamesh their final counsel. "Do not put too much
faith in your own strength, Gilgamesh. Permit Enkidu to travel the road in front
of you, for he knows the way to the Cedar Forest and he is experienced in battle.
Let Enkidu precede you through the forest and over the mountain passes. Let his
eyes see clearly that he may protect himself and you, for the person who treads
first protects the friends and companions who follow behind him.

"At night," they advised, "before you rest, you must dig a well so thar the
water in your waterskin will always be fresh. Remember to offer cool water to
radiant Shamash, and never forget to honor your father, Lugalbanda. Then, after
you kill Humbaba, you must remember to wash your feet as the gods require.

"May your god go with you, Gilgamesh," the elders concluded. "May Shamash
heed your prayers. May he open before your Get the obstructed path, the closed
road, and the formidable mountain. May the night bring you nothing to fear. May
your father stay with you and protect you. May you live to attain your wish."

Then the assembled elders addressed Enkidu, saying, "'$V'e, the assembly, en-
trust our king to you. Protect your friend and companion, and return him to us

safely."

Once they had received the blessing of the assembly of elder nobles,
Gilgamesh said to Enkidu, "Let us go before my mother, priestess of Shamash.
The great queen Ninsun, who possesses broad knowledge and great wisdom, will
surely send us forth with her blessing."

Hand in hand, the two friends entered Ninsun's chamber. Gilgamesh said,
"Mother, I have determined to make a great journey that will take me upon a
strange road ro the Cedar Forest and the home of Humbaba. There I face a battle
whose outcome is uncertain, for I shall attempt to kill Humbaba in order to re-
move all evil from the land. Each day that passes from the day of my depar-
ture until the day of my rerurn, pray ro Shamash on my behalf, for he too hates
evil."

Ninsun put on her ceremonial robe, placed an ornament upon her breast, and
put a diadem upon her head. She clirnbed the stairs to the top of the temple-
palace, where she stood upon the roof and offered incense to radiant Shamash.
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Raising her arms to the god of the sun, Ninsun cried, ,,\7hy 
have you given

me a son like Gilgamesh? !7hy have you given him such , ,"rrl"r, t .rrrl wrrywould you have him-make such a journey upon a sftange road? \7hy must he face
Humbaba in the Cedar Foresr?',

she prayed, "oh; shamash, I ask you to protect my son each day that passes
from his departure until his rerurn. And when at the end of each day vo, go ,oyour rest, commend my son to the watchers of the night! protect ili* ir, ,h"
Cedar Forest as he slays the fierce Humbaba, for he will remove all evil from the

Ninsun then smothered the incense and called to Enkidu, ,ryou 
are nor my

own child as Gilgamesh is, mighry Enkidu, but I am now formally adopting you.
Go with my blessing, and rerurn safely to Uruk.,,

I

I Chaprcr 4
I Gilgo*rrh and Enkidu reach the Cedar Forest and
I kill Humbaho.

Enkidu then said to Gilgamesh, "LeL us be on our wz1,; Follow me, and have
no fear in your heart. I know the road that Humbaba travels and the pir.. *h"r"I !'he lives."

Gilgamesh, Enkidu, and the young men walked a distanc"'rhr, ,o.,ld usually
take six weeks in only three days. After'sixty miles; they stopped to eat. \7hen
they had traveled another ninety miles, they prepared to ,p.r,J the night. .Then,
before radiant Shamash they dug a well. They walked 15b miles "rJ duy ,.rd
crossed seven mountains. Finally.they arrived at the gateway to the Cedar Forest,
whichwasguardedbyHumbaba'swatchman,whomih"yt.iit"a

There Gilgamesh fell_into a deep sleep. Enkidu proid"d the king,s body, buthe did not awaken. He spoke to Gilgamesh, but he did ,ut 1.pry. 
',loh,

Gilgamesh," Enkidu cried, "h9, long will:you,lie here asleep? The you.rg men of
Uruk who have accompanied us are waiting for you ,, ,h. base of the Cedar
Mounrain!"

At last Gilgamesh heard Enkidu's words and rose quickly to his feet. He stood
upon the earth like a great bull, put his mouth to th" ground, and bit rhe dust.
Then he stood erect and clothed himself with word, lf h"roism as if he wereputting on his robe- "By the lives of my father, Lugalbanda, and my mother,
Ninsun, who gave birth to me," Gilgamesh swore, il ,hrll not return to the
strong-walled ciry of Uruk until I have entered the Cedar Forest in the land ofthe living and have fought with Humbaba, whether he is a man or a godl By rhe
lives of my father, Lugalbanda, and my mother, Ninsun, who gave birrh to me,
may I achieve such glory that all who look upon me will view my deeds wirh
wonderl

"Let us call the young men and hurry, Enkidu," Gilgamesh continued. ,,We
wanr ro find Humbaba before he travels beyond our reach.,,

Enkidu replied, "Oh, let us nor walk deep into the Cedar Forestl \fhen Iopened. this gate, my hands became weak. I no longer have the strength to pro-recr either you or myself!,,

t-
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"Do no[ be afraid, Enkidu," Gilgamesh assured his friend. "you know how ro
fight, and you are experienced in battle. If you will jusr touch my robe, you will
not be afraid of death, and your hands and your arms will regain rheir former
strength.

"Now, come!" Gilgamesh commanded. "Let us go forward and face this ad-
venture together. Be of good courage! When we come face to face wirh
Humbaba, if we are afiaid, we will conquer our fear. Even if we Gel terror, we
will conquer our terror. The man who walks in front protecrs himself and his
companion. Even if he dies in the process, he has made a lasting name for him-
self. The man who is a coward is not at peace with himself and leaves nothing be-
hind to give him a good name."

They found themselves at the green mountain. Without further conversation,
they stood still and looked around them. lUhen they looked ar the enrrance ro
the Cedar Forest, they noticed the tremendous height of the cedar trees. They
saw that the path that Humbaba was accustomed to walking was straight and
clear. They looked upon the Cedar Mountain, which was rhe home of the
heavenly gods. The face of the mountain was covered with a luxurious blanket of
stately, shade-bearing cedar trees.

That night, Gilgamesh awakened Enkidu at midnight and said, "l had a
strange dream, Enkidu. A mountain crumbled and fell upon me. Then a fine-
looking man.appeared. He pulled me our from under the mounrain, gave me
water to drink, and then helped me ro stand upon my feet."

Enkidu replied, "Your dream is good, Gilgamesh. Humbaba is the mountain
that fell upon you. \7e shall seize him, kill him, and ross his body upon the plain."

The next day, when they had walked sixry miles in the Cedar Forest, they
stopped to eat. After another ninety miles, they prepared to spend the night.
Then they dug a well before Shamash. Gilgamesh approached the mountain with
an offering of a fine meal and said, "Mountain, bring me a dream."

Gilgamesh fell asleep with his head upon his knees. Once again he found him-
self wide awake in the middle of the night. "Enkidu, my friend," he said, "l have
had an awesome dream! It is so dlsturbing rhat surely it is not favorable! I
dreamed that I seized a wild bull of the plains. When I grabbed it, the bull stirred
up so much dirt that the dust made the sky dark. Then the bull seized me and
sapped my strength so that I was forced to retreat before it. But once I was at its
mercy, the bull gave me food to eat and water from its waterskin to drink!"

Enkidu replied, "The wild bull of your dream, my friend, is really heavenly
Shamash. \7hen we need his help, he will hold our hands. It is he who let you
drink from his waterskin. He watches over you, and he will bring you honor. In
your dream, radiant Shamash is encouraging us to accomplish one thing that will
be remembered after we have died. Certainly the deed must be to shylhe mon-
strous giant Humbaba! ',

Gilgamesh then said to Enkidu, "when we approach Humbaba, what should
= we do about his servantsl,,

Enkidu answered, "My friend, first capture the mother bird, for withour their
,,,'mother, where can the chicks go? Therefore, let us first kill Humbaba. \il/e can
''6nd and kill his servants lrt"r, 7o. like chicks, they will run frantically around in

gtass."
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Gilgamesh listened to the counsel of his friend. In order ro a*ra* Humbaba,sarrenrion, he Iifred his axe and cut dor" ;;; of the cedars.Although they were more than ,ro .nlt", away from Humbaba,s cedar house,the giant heard the noise and becam. f;;r. He left rri, i"rr" and fastened hiseye, rhe..ey! of dearh, upon the ,*" r"."ll. He shook r,i, rr.ra warningry androared, "who has come h"."1 \yho L a"]"rr,rg the pr..ior' rrees thar growupon my mounrains? Who has cut down or," oin,y ..dr.r?i_-"-"At the sound of Humbab''r ro'i"c]itrryrr suddenly trembred with fear.Enkidu saw rhe terror rn h11 hearr ,;j ;;: "My friend, .;;";;". the words youspoke to rhe peopre of urukt 3"*"*u.;;il we have *ra",r,irlourneyr Now letcourage enter your heart, and prepare ro kili,ni, ,..,r,r"rr *rr";,,,Gilgamesh garhered hir .ou."!; il .rir"a out ro H;-i;;, ,,r, 
Gilgarnesh,king of uruk, have feiled ,ou, ."ir.i u, ;.:,ves of my father, Lugarbanda, andmy mother, Ninsun, who qave birth ro'*",-t hru. .o*. i.'rrrl c"dar Forest inthe land of the living lt' oid., ,o ngni-vo, ,o ,r,. death and banish all evil fromthe landj', /vu ru

Then Shamash from high in heaven spoke ro Girgamesh and Enkidu. ,,Ap-proach Humbaba, and have no fear. Jusr do no, tli [,* ;;r"r his house.,,shamash rhen hurred mighrv -,"J, ,0.., iu.nrrur. pigii ,r.,a, _ rhe grearwind' the north wind, the sourh wind, ih" *hi.rrind, the srorm wind, the chilwind, the rempesruous wind, and the hot ,inj _;;;;;;r, ,i," o"*e giant andbeat against him from all sides so that he was unabre,to move in any direction.Meanwhire, Girgamesh, Enkidu,.r{rh;;ung men began to fel the cedars,trim their crowns' bundle them, and lay them ,, ,h" foo, oi,i" *or.rtrin. when
filfm:i 

had feiled the sevenrh cedar, he found n,r*ri rr.e to face with
Gilgamesh pushed the monstrous gianr against the wall of his house and gentlyslapped his face as if he were pressing a kiss on him.Humbaba's teeth shook wirh fea'r ,;;. ;hild, ,,Heavenry 

shamash, helpme! I know neither my mother, who gare birih [o me, nor my father, who rearedme' In this rand of the riving, it is vou who have been my m";i;;; my farherr"Gilgameshl" Humbab, Ih"n enrreared. "I swear by the life in heaven, the lifeupon the earrh, and the dead in rh" n.rh"r r"rra iilr;i"rhrrirri;.., myself ro
n:H:*l;,r#;]:,r servanr. r shall 1., fou .i,, do*., *, ,,*,l^d even build

As he ristened to Humbaba's preas, Girgamesh fert piry for rhe giant. ToEnkidu, rhe king said, "shourd I nori"r'rn.^irroped bird flee rhe cage? shourd Inot let the captured man return to his motherl,,
Enkidu said to Girgamesh, ,,Do.,o, rirr...,o Humbaba,.s pleas! Do not ler himtalk you into freeing ii-, ro, he is a .l*;. ,r-,j ar,-,r"rous enemy. He musr norremain alivel rhe evil demon Dearh *ill d.rorr even the greatest of humanbeings if he does 

"o, ,.. *ool judgment. i ;;;; you rhar if you ret rhe trappedbird flee rhe- cage, if you 
"l"r 

th. Jrptu."d *r. ,"rr.n to his mother, then youmosr cerrainry wiil nor rerurn to Urri. and rhe morher who gave birth ro you!,,
,r"i3ti;',i."j3H::1I:'"0'b,, "vo, 1..^""r, , ,".,,-* ;;;;", you have

,
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However, Cilgamesh listened to Enkidu's wise counsel. He took his axe, the
"might of heroism," and his sword from his bek. Then he struck Humbaba upon
the neck. Enkidu also struck the monsrrous giant upon the neck. Wirh the rhird
blow Humbaba fell to the ground, and Enkidu sliced off his head. For six miles
round about, the cedars echoed the sound of Humbaba's body hitting the earth.
Gilgamesh and Enkidu stood amazed that rhey had actually killed the warchman
ofthe Cedar Foresr ofLebanon.

Gilgamesh then continued into the forest, where he cut down Humbaba,s
cedar trees. The young men of strong-walled Uruk cut and tied them in prep-
aration for their return to the city.

Chapter 5
Gilgamesh refuses to marry Ishtar, the goddess of love

and fertility. She retaliates by sending the ferociorls
Bull of Heauen into Uruk. Gilgamesh and Enkidu kill
rhe bull. Enkidu insuks Ishtar and thenbecomes ill
and dies.

When Gilgamesh returned to strong-walled Uruk, he cleaned and polished his
weapons. He unbraided his dirry hair, washed it, and thiew it back loosely over
his shoulders. He then changed into clean clothes. Finally, he wrapped his royal,
fringed cape about his shoulders, fastened it with a sash ar his waist, and placed
his crown upon his head.

\7hen the goddess Ishtar saw Gilgamesh dressed in his royal clothing, she ad-
mired his great beauty and said to him, "Come marry me, Gilgamesh! you will be
my husband, and I will be your wife."

She added, "l shall hamess for you a jeweled and golden charior, with golden
wheels and brass borns. Storm demons will be your mighry sreeds and will pull
your chariot. The fragrance of cedar wili greet you when you enter our house.
Kings, princes, and nobles all will bow before you, kiss your feet, and bring you
the fruits of the plains and the hills as tribute. Even the mounrains and the plains
will pay tribute to you. Your goats will give birth to triplets, your sheep ro twins.
Your colts will have the strength of burden-bearing mules. The horses that pull
your chariot will be famous racers. The ox that pulls your plow will have no
equal."

"And why should I marry you?" Gilgamesh asked. "You have harmed every-
one you have ever loved! Listen, for I am huppy to list your lovers for you. you
loved Tammuz when you were young, but you left him and caused him to weep
year after year. You struck the spotted shepherd-bird that you loved and broke
his wing. Now, year after y.r., h" stays in the orchards and cries, 'My wing! My
wing!'Then you loved a stallion that was famous in war. Firsr you whipped and
spurred him into galloping rwenty-one miles, and then you made him drink
muddy water, causing him to die! His morher still weeps for him.

. 
"Then," Gilgamesh continued, "you loved the herdsman who placed piles of

ash-cakes at your feet, and every day he killed the finest of his goats for your
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pleasure' You rewarded his love by striking him and tr..ri.rg him into a wolfJ Hisown shepherd bovs drove him away fro* Ih" flo.r.r, il;:, ;;ffif,it i.,to hi,legs' Then you loved your father's gardener.rrr,. pril ffees. Every day he broughtyou baskets of ripe dates for your table. You trrri.d him into a mole and buriedhim in the earth, where he cannot move_ either up or {9wn! If I ret you rove me,you would only treat me as poorly as you h",o" t..rt.d all of your other lovers!,,Gilgamesh added, "you ur. tik" a pan of white-hor coals that go out in thecold' You are like a back doorthat.faiL to k".f 
"",^.n. blasts of a tempest. youare like a palace that crushes the king withi.r'i,. io, are like a headdress thatdoes not cover the head. You are like In 

"t"pn*, ilirt ,hrt 
"s 

off its carper. youare like pitch that blackens the one *ho .r..i", it. you are like a waterskin thatsoaks the person who carries it. You are like a limestone rock that falls from thestone wall' You are rike a shoe that pinches the foot of the one who wears it.,rIshtar became enraged as she listened to his words. she went up to heavenand tearfully complained to her father, Anu. iifr,h"r,,, 
she bggan, ,,Gilgamesh

l::rlil* 
great insulrs upon me! He has recounr"J ,o mv face ail of my wicked

Anu replied, "I believe that you started the quarrel and caused Gilgamesh totellyou of your shameful deeds.'i
undaunted by his criticism, Ishtar pleaded, ',Father, prease give me the Bull ofHeaven and let me use it to kin Gilgr*.J. ir r"r'r"r"se, I shalr break the bortsand smash the gates of the underwlrld, retting ,rr..., ,,una open. I shal cause

:|'|j[i.:",;ffi:: the world above, where ,r,"v ,ir-i 
"ar 

amons the living and

Anu replied, "If I give you rhe Bulr of Heaven, there wiil be seven years offamine in the land of uruk. Have you gathered and stored enough grain to feedthe people through those rean y"rrrt fr;;;;; enough grass for a, theanimalsl"
Ishtar said, "yes, Father, I have stored grain for the people, and I have pro_vided the beasts with grass to last seven lean years. ,, 

- vs.'Prs' alru I nal

Then Anu gave Ishrar the Bull of Heruen, ,"a the goddess led the bup intothe strong-walled ciry of uruk. \7hen the bull snorred, pits opened in rhe earthand 200 young men of Uruk fell into them and di.a. with irs nexr snorr, morepits opened in the earrh and 200 more young men of Uruk fe, into them anddied. \7ith its rhird snorr, the b,rlirf.r.,, upon Enkidu.
Enkidu leaped up and seized the Bull of Heaven by its horns. The bull foamedat the mouth and blew its foam into Enkidu's face. th..r it srruck him with thetassled end of irs tail. Enkidu held fast, and Girgamesh came ro his aid. As thetwo heroes fought with the buil, Enkidu chased i u.,J hr.,g onto rhe thick partof its tail' Gilgamesh finally kill.d;;y thrusring his sword berween its neck and

LTrH:;. 
Then rhe rwo friends rore irs hearr dom irs body and dedicared it to

Ishtar then climbed upon the strong wa,s of Uruk and shouted, ,,\,oe 
roGilgamesh' frr he h.as insulred me by killing rhe Bull of Heavenr ,,

Upon hearing rhese wordr, anr.ri, tore off the right thigh of the Bu, ofHeaven and threw it in the g.ddess, face. ,,rf I .ourd Japrure you as I capturedthisbull," he shoured to i.htr., ;i"r.rra 
rrear you as I have rreared irj,,
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The Middle East

Ishrar then garhered the temple women and mourned over the right thigh of
the Bull of Heaven. Meanwhile, Gilgamesh gathered rhe u.*o."..,"the crafts-
people, and the artisans and told them. to_ take the parrs of rhe b.,li they could
use. Gilgamesh himself kept the valuable horns and hung them in his bedroom.
He then made an offering of oil to honor his dead farher, Lugalbanda.

Then the two friends washed their hands in the Euphrates River and rode
together through the market street of Uruk. The people gathered ro gaze upon
them, and singers sang praises. Gilgamesh asked, "Who is the best of the heroes/
Who is the most noble among men/"

The people replied, "Gilgamesh is the best of the heroes! Gilgamesh is the
most noble among men!"

That evening Gilgamesh held a joyous celebration in the palace to mark their
victory over the Bull of Heaven. During the night Enkidu had a dream. He awak-
ened Gilgamesh and said, "My friend, listen to my dream. The great gods, Anu
and Enlil, wise Ea, and radiant Shamash took counsel together. Anu said to Enlil,
'Because Gilgamesh and Enkidu have killed Humbaba and the Bull of Heaven,
the one who removed the cedars from the mountain must die!' Enlil replied,
'Gilgamesh will not die, but Enkidu should die."'

Enkidu's dream made him ill with fear. \Uith the coming of day, he raised his
head and wept before radiant Shamash. \fith tears streaming down his face also,

Gilgamesh said, "Oh, dear Brother! !7hy would the gods spare me and punish
youl Shall I sit down at the door of the spirits of the dead and never be able to
see you, my dear brother, again?"

Enkidu cursed the events in his life that had brought him to the point of
death. Raising his eyes, he said, "Oh, you gate to the Cedar Forest that hurt my
hands! How I admired your size and your beautiful, fragrant cedar! Your wood is
unsurpassed in all the land! Surely a master craftsman built you. But if I had
known, oh gate, that your beauty would bring about my death, I would have set

upon you with my axe and destroyed you!
"And Shamash," Enkidu continued, "l ask you to destroy the power and

wealth of the hunter. May his life displease you. May the beasts escape from the
traps he sets. May his heart be sad."

Enkidu then said, "l curse you, young woman of the temple, most of all and
for all time to come! May you never have a house that pleases you. May you eter-
nal[y be forced to live in the dust of the crossroad. May the desert be your bed.
May you be unwelcome where other women gather. May the shadow of a wall
give you your only comfort. May thorns and brambles tear your feet. May the ref-
use of the road, the dirry and the thirsty, strike your cheek. Mry the drunkard
soil with his vomit any place you enjoy."

\7hen radiant Shamash heard these words, he called down from heaven.
"Enkidu, why do you curse the young woman of the temple? She gave you food
worthy of the gods and drink worthy of royalty. She clothed you with fine
garments and led you to your best friend, Gilgamesh."

The god continued, "And has Gilgamesh not treated you like a king? He has
given you a royal bed on which to sleep. He has seated you in comfort at his left
hand. He has honored you and has encouraged the princes of the earth to kiss

your feet. When you die, he will make the people of Uruk weep over you. Sorrow
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in their hearts will then overcome any thou
serve you even ur,., vo,. death. \Then r,rlriJ:til;*:1Tifi],tiJilfgrow long and will wander over the grassy;l;r, crad in a lion skin.,,!7hen Enkidu heard the words or shr-rrh, his h.r;L;;;*e carm. ,,I whohave cursed vou shail now bress vou, *;;;i;fi;;i",Ii""1.,r. ,,Mry 

kings,princes, and nobles love you. May you receive jewers and gold. May anyone whodoes not respecr you be punished. Mr; o;;;ty.fi.,d hi, ,tol"house and his home.May thepriest let yo, 
".,t", th" pr"r..,.i .fifr" gods.,,still feeling sick, Enkidu lay down ,ti ,ton.. The next morning he said toGilgamesh, "My friend, last night I had ,r,oih", dream. rh"-Lruens groaned,and the earth repried. whire t"n,r, 1r*ar"* rrone betwe.r, rr"u""., and earth, ayoung man with a very dark face and wrth Jlr* like the ,rtoo, or an eagle leapedupon me and overpowered me. Then h. ,rr.,rfor;;;;;;#;" the wings of abird' He led me along the road of no ."rr.., into the House of Darkness andDust, which no one .u, I.ru" once he has entered it.,,

Enkidu continued, "Those who live there d*.it i., .,"r.,ul darkness, and thereis no way to return to the land. of the living. i]-,.i, fb.d .;;i*^"r clay and dust.They are crothed with wings, like birds. t lur" *r^y people there who had beenroyalty during their lives on 
"r.th. All of the rurers I saw had removed theircrowns, for they are of no use in the House oiDr.k.r"ss and Dust.,,By the end of the day following Enkld,rt Infarrorable dream; he was ill. Forthe next twelve days he remained ln bed, ,.,J1i, *ff..i.rg 

^iJ"ur.d. 
Finally hecalled Gilgamesh to his side and ,rid, ,,ih" 

,oaa"r, Ishtar has cursed me! I shallnot die honorably like one who falls"in b;;;i.:;" i
Gilgamesh cried, "Mry the bear,'rrr" if"rrr, the panther, the tiger, the deer,the leopard' the lion, the oxen' the deer, ,t 

" 
iu.*, and all,the wilcl crearures ofthe plain y.:p fbl vou. May ,"", i.".r.r';^;il cedar Forest weep for you un-ceasingly' both night and day. May the Ula RJer, along whose banks we used towalk' weep for you' May the pure Euphrates, where we, used to draw.water for ourwaterskins, weep for you.,,

Glgamesh continued, "Muy the nobles of strong-walled Uruk weep for you.May the warriors of Uruk weep for yor. Muy",r-r"* i^ urrk ',,ho prrired yourname weep for you. May those who provid"J's;;;L;^;; ;j;.*"", for you.May those who pur salve on you, bu& ,..0 t?rou. May_rhose who put beer invour mourh weep for vou. May the youns *;;;; ;f ;il;il;: pur fragrantoil upon you weep for you.,,
Gilgamesh's heart overflowed with grief and loneliness when Enkidu died. Theking said' "oh' elders of srrong-walleJ Uruk, lirt.., to mel I weep for my friendEnkidu' I moan bitterly like a wailing woman.lA..uil demon has robbed me ofmy dearesr friend. He was hke the b"ow in -, r.,1^a, rke rhe dagger in my belt,Iike the axe and rhe sword ;; *, side, rike the shrerd thut p.ot..is me, rike myceremonial rofe,. ayd like my glo.ior, ..rrf a"..r"tiorr."oh' Enkidu," Gilgamesh ila . ,r-,.'u"+.7hi, d"nd friend. ,,you 

chased thewild creatures of the hilr. and the pr.,rr,", .i^rrr" grassy prains! Together weconquered all rhingsl we climbed the ,""r"r^r"r. we seized and killed the Bullof Heaven. w" or!.rhrew H,,,rbrbn, who livedin the cedar Forest. what kind
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of sleep has come upon you, Enkidu, that you cannor hear me? you do not lift
your head. \Uhen I touch your heart, it does nof bearl"

Gilgamesh covered his friend in rich clorhing and veiled him as a bride is
veiled. Firsr he roared over Enkidu's dearh like a lion. Then he cried over him
like a lioness deprived of her cubs. Back and forrh before Enkidu's body he paced,
tearing out his hair and flinging off his clothing as if it were unclean.

\)ilith the first glow of dawn, Gilgamesh issued a summons throughout rhe land
for coppersmiths, goldsmiths, jewelers, and engravers. "Create a statue of my
friend Enkidu," he commanded. "Choose jewels for his breast and fashion his
body from the puresr gold."

Then Gilgamesh said ro his friend, "oh, Enkidu, I gave you a couch of honor
on which to lie. I seated you on a seat of ease at my left, so that the princes of
the earth would kiss your feet. I shall make the people of srrong-walled Uruk
weep over your death. These once joyful people will now lament and be sad, and
they will perform services for you. And once you are gone, I shall let my hair
grow long and roam over the grassy plains clad in a iion skin."

Chapter 6
Gilgamesh goes to Utanapishtim, the suruivor of the

great flood, n learnhow alwmanbeing can gain
immortality. He trauels through a long, dark wnnel,
receiq.tes adqtice from the fishwife Siduri, and finally is
tn"ken by boat to Utnnapishtim.

Gilgamesh wandered the grassy plain, bitterly weeping over the death of his
dearest friend. "'!Uhen I die," he said to himsell "my fare will be just like
Enkidu's! Grief tears at my heart, and fear of death gnaws at my stomach. I must
travel as quickly as my feet will take me to the home of Utanapishtim (uta: he
found + napishdm: life), who is called the Faraway. He is a human being just as I
am. Yet he has found everlasting life and has joined the assembly of the heavenly
gods. Surely he can teach me how to live for days wirhout end!"

Gilgamesh traveled alone across the grassy plain and the scorching desert.
One night, upon a mountain pass, he was confronted by two lions. The sight of
them flooded his heart with terror. Raising his head to the moon, Gilgamesh
prayed, "Oh, Sin, god of the light rhat brightens the night sky, protecr me!"

Then Gilgamesh courageously drew the dagger from his belt and raised the
axe in his hand. Approaching the beasts as straight as the flight of an arrow, he
killed them, skinned rhem, and chopped them into pieces. He wrapped his body
in their warm skins, for his own clothing had already become torn and tattered.
He ate some of their flesh, for the food he had carried with him no longer could
sustain him.

- After many weeks of travel over land and sea, Gilgamesh came to Mount
Mashu, whose twin peaks reach to the roof of heaven and guard Shamash as the
sun rises and sets each day. There he found scorpion-men guarding the gate to
the mountain. The halos around their heads dazzled, the mountain itself, and
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their glanc" 
:or9 kilr anv nr..1r b:.r. their eyes fixed upon. The sight of these,-Jll1i.':ilii"::',"il,T1:*ili:;,k*il;[..However,herorcedhms"ri

when they saw Girg'm.rh ,pp.ou.hing, one of the scorpion-men cailed ro his;',! rl:I"Ti}*i,i" ;;;1";;.'.X',ii"a"J,h 
rike ,r," r,"u,"nry sodsr He

The scorpion-woman repried, "No, onry two-rhir,rs of him is god; one-third is
human' The man ,r,o r,u.,a', ;";." ,i;r;,ffii|,^f,ru of strong_walred Uruk.,,The scorpion-man ,rr"" Jir"ssed Girg#.rrr."r,ctrrd of the !ods, why haveI.,:rTlT,:,;?;3;ffi*,,iT*:],;; il,";*,*, prace? r"ri .."*ny you have

Gilgamesh. repried, "I r^r" ;rr. to find Utanapishtim, the Faraway. I knowjlt hlil,3ilf trrf,T*j'f]ili*'dl{juih",,,".bi,'; ;r- heaven,y
The scorpion-man ,rlJ, 

-G,rrur.rr,, 
lJ.,hr.u., being has ever foundUtanapishtiml rt ,r- u.r""J.r," Jou.rr. of any t,,r*r., being ,J*rt" ti,r" yourneylIn order to reach,.th. ir;;;;;;iou *rr, firrt'r.ru.i through a tunner d."p withrnrhe mounrains. The ,r";i ;;J"a, r".irr;;;;fts in darkness black as pitch.From one rising of the rr;;;;il .,"*,, no light ,..,",rur., that darkness.,,n.,?imTl;:::i5,:::tr"l'lh".offi;;',,,o l: mind and in,o his

prth,;' h. ,rii.,.,,N.irr,". prl; ilI#*: * 
journey. "r i.,,"raio ,rk""rh;;

ff i:'ffi li,1l 
u r 

"op 
*. I il; ir,. ;; i. ;i',#;; #,J::,il'fi Ti"'.11;,,iJJ

The scorpion-man repried, ,,I shar"open the gate of Mount Mashu ro you,Girgamesh' o" 
'-r 

r'ft,rrl;;ilr; 
vou. f."r u.,rrlir'" safe rerurn as wer!,,Gilgamesh entered ,h" ,u.,n.r'of Morn, u=rlir.'He kept rhe words of theil.=",'J,r.T 

"l',Xi. li il: :i* t#ll'* " lT ?il;, k n ow re d ge or w ha r r a y be -
Glgamesh travered rr".-"*r'ro ,"r, as the sun travers each day..when he

had walked three- mires, r. ;ilk;as rhe ar.r.""r, ,h* h. .outa-I""'nothingahead of him and norhi* u.irii 
r,T, fb, ;il;",rr, ,o light. !'hen he had

walked nine mires, so rhicf,,r"; ,h" du.kn.r, ;h;;;" ."urd see nothing ahead of
him and nothing u"t,,,a r,,*;;;;.." was no lighr. \),hen he had rr[; eight_
:" :p ;;1, ;* E :[ I'*: *l i['fJiJ 

::xi; L ]"", h ing, i..a?ii m a n d
when he had '*r{ ;;;;; mires, he was wearv, and impatienr, and he

cried our in proresr'.so thick tr* ,r*.a1.r.."* ,rrr,i. ..r,a see norhing ahead of
him and norhing behrnd r,,*, ,.ilu',, ,n"r" was no lighr., \X/hen Gilgamesh nra *rif.";;.
th at he .o, rJ see nothine,r,",J ; 

1i;Tg":"Tlli:: ;illl:,H ;I,ff .f.".:wasno light. But he courJ.o*f""r^rwind brow,"r,"l," rr,s face, so he quickenedhrs sreps. When h" 
Fd ,ri[; ,i,.r-r,.,.". ,,r"r,"r*,r-r* ,t.," ,or" .olo. of dawn,l 

: {,1i] i, 
; i:x!l'#"Ti fJ, H :n: i *:r 

ffi lt, r,,. n. u,. .. i-",,? 
",,.,Unr,.r lp^,,;-^ -r

rv oNy
Upon leaving 

'r.,""",,""i] ff*jilTtiu,i:'1r". an orchard of jewer-bearingtrees' The jewered f.rit. a.'j;ffi;;';rrrr.d his-Jv"l Ir'rr,"y sparkred in the sun-

hardships
man being
his lournel
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lighr. A light wind helped show off their beauty by leading them in a graceful
dance among their branches. Gilgamesh gazed in fascination at rhe glorious
garden. For a short while, he forgot his grief and his pain, his fatigue and his fear.
He was certain that he had entered the garden of the heavenly gods.

\Uhile Gilgamesh gazed in wonder at the orchard, radianr Shamash looked
down from the sky and saw a human being clothed in animal skins. When he
realized that the figure he saw was that of Gilgamesh, he became concemed.
Shamash approached Gilgamesh and said, "'!V'here are you going/ You will not
find the life for which you are searching."

Gilgamesh replied, "After wandering over the grassy plain and rhe scorching
desert, must I lay my head in the heart of the earth, where there are no stars and
no sun, and sleep the endless sleep? I want my eyes to feast upon the sun! I want
its light and its warmth to fill my heart with joy! Light drives away rhe darkness!"

Shamash then left Gilgamesh to his journey, and in a short time, Gilgamesh
reached the sea. There he saw the fishwife Siduri living in a cottage by the shore
ofthe deep sea.

Siduri was sitting in her yard, gazing into the distance, when she noticed the
haggard-looking, shaggy-haired stranger clothed in animal skins. When she saw
that he intended to talk with her, Siduri's heart flooded with fear. She said to
herself, "This man looks like a murderer! I wonder where he is going!" Obeying
the counsel of her heart, she got up, locked the door of her house, and barred her
gate with the crossbar.

Gilgamesh, watching her, picked up his pointed staff and placed his hand on
the gate. Then he said, "Fishwife, what do you see that has made you bolt your
door and bar your gate? Tell me, or else I will shatter your gate and smash your
door!

"l am Gilgamesh, king of strong-walled Uruk," he continued. "l have over-
thrown and killed Humbaba, who guarded the Cedar Forest in the land of the
living. I have seized and slaughtered the Bull of Heaven, and I have slain the
lions who guarded the mountain passes."

Siduri said, "lf you are indeed the hero you say you are, then why are your
cheeks so pale and your face so gaunt? \Uhy do you look like a srranger who has
traveled here from afar with the ravages of heat and cold seared upon your face?
Why does grief tear at your heart and fear gnaw at your stomach? And why do
you roam over the grassy plain and the scorching desert searching for the home
of the wind?"

Gilgamesh replied, "Oh, Fishwife, I have crossed the mountains from the easr,
as the sun rises, and I have roamed like a hunter over the grassy plain and the
scorching desert. I have had to kill the bear, the hyena, the lion, the panther, the
tiger, the stag, and the ibex. I have eaten the flesh of wild beasts and crawling
creatures, and when my clothing hung about me in tatters, I had to wrap my
body in their skins.

"\Uhy should I nor look as I look and wander as I wander?" Gilgamesh con-
tinued. "Enkidu, my friend, whom I dearly loved and who endured all kinds of
hardships with me and helped me conquer all things, has met the fate of all hu-
man beings. Ever since Enkidu died, I have felt that he took my life with him on
his iournev rn the Hnrrce nf l-)erlrness end Drrst!"
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Gilgamesh concruded, "Because Enkidu has died, I Gar my own deathJ Howrhen can I be silentl How then can I be ,rrttr r'rv?.rd, *ho* I dearry roved, hasreturned to clay! In time, musr I arso lay ,r, n"ri i" the heart of the 
"u.th, wherethere are no srars-and no sun, ,.rd ,l""p rh;;;a; sleep? oh, Fishwife, now thatI have seen your face, do .ror.nrk" me see my death, which I dreadj,,Siduri replied, "Girgamesh, where ,." ;;;;n irrgl rhe rife that you areseeking you wi[ .tot fi.,d. rvhen ,n" r,"ru..,if ffi .r.u,ed human i"i.,gr, ,h"ykept^everlasting life for themsetr., *a gave us death."so, Girgamesh, accept your fate,,, sidut ,duir"J.-,rach day, wash your head,bathe your body, and wear .ro,rr., rhar are **r.ii"* nesh. Fill your stomach withtasry food' play, sing, dance, and be r,rrp, i"irr.^ iuy ,rrd night. Delight in thepleasures rhar vour.*if. b.i.rg, ;;r, #Ti.;h^;. Iittre chird who tords yourhand' Make every dav of ,* rir" , frrr-, 

"r 
,"i"i.irg! This is the task that thegods have set before all human beings. This is tle hfe you should seek, for this isthe besr life a mortal can hope to achieve.,,

"You may have given me wise counsel, Fishwife,,,Gilgamesh replied. ,,Never_
theless, tell me, which is rhe way ro Utanapishrior, ,r," iaraway? Living on theshore of the sea as you do, you mrst be abre ,o ,"ii me.rhe signs that mark theway' If necessary, I shail cross rhe deep sea. ort"r*ir., I shall continue ro roamlike a hunter over.1!e s.rrry olrJand the scorching desert,,,,siduri repried, "Girgamesh, rhere is no way . ;;;iis deep sea! since thebeginning of time' no one who has come here has been able to ravel over thesewaters."

Then siduri added, "r have rhoughr of.one possibility. perhaps Urshanabi, rheboatman of uranapishtim, wourd be 
^wilunf 

;;;r, you. He possesses sacredsrone figures, which he keeps in the forest.lr rr. ,iit p"r*it you ro accompanyhim, I advise you ro .ror. ,h. d""f ,", with him. If not, you must withdraw andreturn ro your srrong-walled ciry of Uruk.,,
when Gilgamesh heard these words, anger flooded his heart. He drew thedagger from his belt and raised it . ,*" in his hand. He entered the forest andsought ro threaten the boatmr., ,,io possessed the sacred stone figures. He foundthe sacred images, but nor rh" borriran. He approached the images as straight asthe flight of an arrow and in t,i, .rg; r,. shattered ,h",n.' 

rne lmages as strz

Urshanabi, *h: was close by, Ju, ,h" gt.r,r, oi cJ;r..rh,s dagger and heardthe sound of rhe desrruction. # ;;; ro Giigrm"rh ,rirrked, ,,\il/ho 
are you, andwhar are you doing h-e1e/ \rhy do vo, look like a t.*"r.. from afar, with theravages of heat and cold seared upon your face/,,

Gilgamesh repried, "you musr^be U,rshanabi! Gilgamesh is my name, and I amking of rhe srrong-walled ciry of U.uk. I have ;il; rhe mountains from theeasr' as rhe sun rises, and have come a long ,r, nrr?."nd, whom I dearry roved,has retumed ro cray. I am afraid rhar, in rime, I also must lay my head in rheheart of rhe earth and sleep rh" e,-,.lless sleep.
"Urshanabi, show me the road to Utanapishtim, the Faraway!,, Gilgameshpleaded' "lf necessary, I shail cross rhe d."p ,"n. oi'n".*ir", I shal conrinue ro

::iIiI"'.1;::"J,mr the grassv plain and the ,.o..h** deserr. oh, U.,h,.,,bi,

:

:

I
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Urshanabi rep.lied, "your angry hands have hinilered the sea journey. In your
rage' you have destroyed the sacred stone images that enable me to cross the
deep sea without touching the Waters of Deaih. Go into the foresr, cut 120
poles, each 100 feer long, and bring them ro me.,,

Gilgamesh took the dagger from his belr, raised the axe in his hancl, and wenrinto the forest. After he had returned to Urshanabi with rhe poles, rhe two men
climbed inro the boar, casr off into the waves of the J."o ,"r, and drifted away.In three days they covered the distance it woulcl have raken anorher crafr a
month and a half to cover. Then they found themselves ar the Waters of Death.

Urshanabi said to Gilgamesh, "Take one of the poles and push us forwartl, bur
be careful nor to let your hand touch rhe waters of Dearh!',

Gilgamesh could use each pole only once if he wished ro keep his hand com-
pletely dry, so it was nor very long before he had used up a[ 12d pores. Then he
pulled up his tunic and held it aloft as a sail.

\rhile they were sailing upon the Waters of Death, Utanapishtim spied rhem
far in the distance- "Why have the sacred srone images of the boar been broken/,,
he asked himself. "\7hy is someone riding in the boai *ho is nor her masrer?,,

when the boat landed, Utanapishtim, the Faraway, looked upon Gilgamesh
and said, "\il/ho are you, and why have you come herer And tefl me, why are
your cheeks so pale and your face so gaunt? \7hy do you look like a traveler from
afar, with rhe ravages of heat and cold seared upon your face? lrhy does grief
tear at your heart and Gar gnaw at your stomach/ And why do you roam over the
grassy plain and rhe scorching desert searching for the home of the wind?

Gilgamesh replied, "My name is Gilgamesh, and I am king of the strong-walled
city of Uruk. I have crossed the mountains from the east, as the sun rises, and
have come a long way. \7hy should my cheeks nor be pale and my face drawn?
Why should I not look like a ftaveler from afar, with rhe ravages of heat and cold
seared upon my face? why should my heart not be rorn with grief and my
stomach gnawed by fear? And why should I not roam over the grr-rry plain and
the scorching desert searching for the home of the wind?

"Enkidu, my dear friend, who chased the wild crearures of the hills and the
panthers of the plain, who scaled the mountains with me, who endured all kinds
of hardships with me and helped me conquer all things, who helped me seize and
slaughter the Bull of Heaven and overthro* ,nd kill Humbaba in the Cedar For-
est, Enkidu, whom I dearly loved, has met the fate of all human beings.,,

Gilgamesh continued, "l wept over Enkidu,s body for seven days and seven
nights' I hoped that my sorrow and my pleas woul,l arouse him from his endless
sleep' The burden of my friend's death weighs heavily upon my heart. Ever since
Enkidu died, I have felt rhar he took *y liG with'hi* o. his journey ro rhe
House of Darkness and Dust.

"Because Enkidu has died, I fear my own death! How then can I be sirent?
How then can I be still? My friend, whom I dearly loved, has returned to clay! In
time, must I also lay my head in the heart of the earrh, where rhere are no srars
and no sun, and sleep the endless sleepl

^ ."My eyes have seen littie of sweet sleep, and my joints have felr much pain,,,
Gilgamesh concluded. "l have roamed like a hunrer over all lands, including the
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grassy plain and the scorching desert..I have crossed high mountains and choppyseas ro come face to face with you, Utanapishtim. I wisi.to talk with you aboutlife and death. I know that you huu", fo*iJ ;;;;ir;; rife and have joined theassembly of the gods. I too wish to rive on earth ro.""u".. Teach me what youknow, so I can live as you dol,,
Utanapishtim, the Faraway, replied, ,,Oh, 

Gilgamesh; do we build a house thatwill last foreverJ Do we seal arguments foreverlbo b.orrr.r, divide property intoequal shares forever? Does hrtr"d persist forever? Does the river rise and flood itsbanks foreverl Should no one .*p".i".,." deathl since ancient times, nothing hasbeen permanenr. The shepherd and the noble have an identical fate _ death.,,Utanapishtim concluded, "\Mhe" ,b heavenry sod, grrrr"r in assembly, they
L::::.r*: *,," :t each human being. The gods a"rJ.*t.," both life and death forevery human being, but they do.rot ..r"rr th. day of ,.,fnrr",, death.,,

Chapt er 7
Utanapishtim tells Gilgamesh about the great flood:
how it came about, whm it was like, ani how he
surqtived.

Gilgamesh said to the Faraway, "I know that you can live for days withoutend, Utanapishtim, but your features look the same as my own: \othing aboutyou looks sffange; you resemble me in every way. I had expected that you wouldwish to do battle, but here you are, lying lazily ,;";;;;.-#;'y;, appear to feelas I do, no longer interested in contesrs"*iri ir," sword or with ih. bo*. Tell me,how did you acquire everlasting life? rto* aia you join the assembly of theheavenly godsl,,
utanapishtim replied, "Gilgamesh, I will reveal to you a secret of the gods.,,And so he began his tale.

You are familiar with the 
:,-ty "l Shuruppak; on rhe banks of the Euphratestuver. when both the citv itself and the d; ;h* ; ;.; ;r;"ldy ord, the godsdecided to bring forth a great flood. pitil, ruler of ull th" g}s, called themtogether in assembly.

"The people who live upon the broad earth have become numerous beyondcount' and they are too noisy," he complained. "The earth bellows like a herd ofwild oxen' The clamor of human beings disturbs my sleep. Therefore, I wantAdad to cause heavy rains to.po.r. do*i upon the earrh, both dry and night. Iwant a great flood to come like a rhi"f ,po.r the earth, ;,";i ;; food of rhesepeople, and desrroy their lives.,,
Ishtar supported Enlil in his wish to destroy all of humanity, and then all rheother gods agreed with his plan. However, r, aia nor agree in his heart. He hadhelped human beings to surrive upon the earth by creating rich pastures andfarmland' He had taught them ho*' to plow th" lr.,d and how ro grow grain. Be-cause he loved rhem, he devised , .l"u.i scheme.
when Ea heard Enril's pran, he appeared to me in a dream and said, ,,Stand 

bythe wall of your reed hur, and I *ili rperk -iih yo, there. Accepr my words andlisten carefu,y ro my instrucrions. I wirr reveal a rask for you.,,
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I found myself wide awake, with Ea's message clearly etched in my mind. So I
went down to the reed hut and stood with my ear ro the wall as rhe god had
commanded. "Utanapishtim, king of Shuruppak," a voice said. "Listen to my
words, and consider them carefully! The heavenly gods have decreed that a grear
rainstorm will cause a mighry flood. This flood will engulf the cuk-cenrers and
destroy all human beings. Both the kings and the people whom rhey rule will
come to a disastrous end. By the command of Enlil, the assembly of rhe gods has
made this decision.

"Therefore," Ea continued, "l want you to abandon your worldly possessions
in order [o preserve your life. You must dismantle your house and construct a
giant ship, an ark thar you should call Preseruer of Life.

"Make sure the ship's dimensions are equal in length and width," Ea
counseled. "Build it of solid timber so the rays of Shamash will not shine into ir.
Take care to seal the structure well. Take aboard your wife, your family, your
relatives, and the craftspeople of your city. Bring your grain and all of your
possessions and goods. Take the seed of all living things, borh the beasts of the
field and the birds of the heavens, aboard the ship. Larer, I will tell you when to
board the ship and seal rhe door."

I replied, "Ea, my [ord, I will do as you have ordered. However, I have never
built a ship. Draw a design of this ark on the ground for me, so rhat I can follow
your plan. And when the people of Shuruppak ask me what I am doing, how shall
I respond?"

Ea then replied to me, his servant, "l am drawing the design of the ship upon
the ground for you as you have asked. As for the people of Shuruppak, tell rhem,
'l have leamed that Enlil hates me so that I can no longer live in your ciry, nor
can I place my feet anywhere in that god's territory. Therefore, I will go down ro
the deep and live with my lord Ea. However, Enlil intends to shower you with
abundance. After a stormy evening, you will find the most unusual birds and fish,
and your land will be filled with rich harvests."'

\Uith the first glow of dawn, I began ro consrrucr my gianr ship. The people of
Shuruppak gathered'about me with great interest. The little children carried the
sealing materials, while the others brought wood and everything else I would
need. By the end of the fifth day of hard labor, I had constructed the framework
for my ship. The floor space measured an enrire acre. The length, width, and
height each measured 200 feet.

I divided the height of the ark so thar the interior had seven floors, and t di-
vided each level into nine sections. I hammered water plugs into it and stored
supplies. I made the craft watertight. Every day I killed cartle and sheep for the
people and feasted'the workers with red wine, white wine, and oil as though they
were water from the Euphrates. 'S7e celebrated each day as if it were a grear
holidayt

Finally, on the seventh day I completed my preparations and moved the ship
into the water. \7hen two-thirds of the ship had entered rhe water, I loaded into
it whatever remained that I intended to take with n're. This included what silver
and gold I possessed and what living things I had. I put aboard my family and
relatives. I put aboard all of the .rrf,rp.ople. I put ,bor.d animals of the field,
both wild ,.d ,rrr,".
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Ea had sivel me a rime by which I had to be ready to depart. He had said to
ffi';Yintllffi:.}j}!"1,:;*"s to darken with terribre storm crouds, board

so I watched the heavens carefully. lrhen rhey looked awesome with thegloom of an impending storm, t tor.J.a itr" ,rrto'rrd sealed rhe enftance withclay' Long before th" ,to.m b"gr., to rage upon us, we cast off our ship,s cabresand prepared to let the sea .r..i us wherever it would. l

The people of the land watch"d, b"*ild*Jr"Jor*t, as Adad rurned ail thathad been light into darkness. th. po*".fur south *i.,d br", at his ,id", ,riti.rgthe hurricane, rhe romado, ,.,d th" thunderstor;. i; brew foia fulr day, increas-ing speed as it travered, and shartered the rand tit . u .rry pnr.In order to observe the catastropl" ,1. il;;il tods lifted up rheir torchesso that the land might blaze with light. But ,t. ri"i* wind raged furiously overthe land like a battre. It brought forth , flood ;h;; buried the mountains andshrouded the people. No p.rro"., could ,"" u.ro,h.f and the gods looking downfrom heaven could not find them either. Its attack ,rrug.d rhe earth, killing allliving crearures and crushi.rg *hri"rer erse remained.
As the heavenlv gods watched the fl"J;;;r;;r, forth upon the rand anddestroy everything that inhabit"d rh".earrh, irr", i"" became frightened. Theytook refuge in their highest heaven, the heaven'of a.ru. There they crouchedagainst the outer wail, trembling with fear like Jo^gr'Nr.r,u, the Mother Goddess,wept for the people who lived oi tha earth. 'rLLr, Lrrc tvrotner L

The goddess Ishtar cried out for the victims of the flood like a woman in labor."All that used to exist upon the earth in days .i "i; has now been turned roclay," she moaned, "and ,ll b..rrr. I added *y ,oi.. to Enlil,s in the assembly.How could I agree with the order to attack ,nd'd"st.oy my people when I myserfgave birth to them/ Now the bodies of my ,"opi" ritt-;[: ,", rike fish eggs!,,Humbled by the enormiry of their d.ed, ,h" h"rr..,ry gods wept with Ishtar.For seven days and seven nights ,h. ,,or.n, south wind raged over the land,blowing the great flood acrosr Ir," fr." of the earth. Each day and each nighr, thewindstorms rossed,my giant ship wildly abour*-, il tumukuous sea of floodwaters' On the eighth day, the hood-beari.,g ,o*r, ,rird retreated, and rhe floodwaters became carm. Radiant shamash ,"i-,tr..d ro.it o.,." again. He spreadhis sunlighr upon the heave"r ;;;". and the earth berow and reveared thedevastation LrrL sdr tll

lrhen my ship had rocked quietly for awhile, I thoughr rhar ir would be safeto open a hatch and see whar had h;pp",-,;;. ih: ;il was compretery stilr, andthe surface of the sea was u, r.r.l ,, a flar roof. Alr humaniry excepr us had

;:H[:rri:.:l:: 
I scanned the expanse of the flood warers for a coastline, but

As Shamash broughr his rays of right and warmrh inside my ship, I bowed myface to the ground before ,tr" porl.. of rhe u.,ir".r"."rhey had destroyed theworld, but they had.saved my ship. I knerr,n.rt-,rrion and respecr beforeShamash, who nourishes human beings with his hearing rays. In gratitude for oursurvival, I sacrificed an ox and a ,h."p to the h"rr""r-,ly gods. Then i sar andwept, letting my tears course freely down mv face.
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My ship floated upon rhe warers for twelve days. When
harch and looked ourside, far in the disrance in each of the
mountain range had emerged from the surrounding waters. In
to rest, secure and stable, upon the slopes of Mount Nisir.

I next opened the
fourteen regions a

time my ship came

For the first seven days, Mount Nisir held my ship fast, allowing no morion.
On the seventh day, I set free a dove and sent it torih. The dove could find no
place to alight and rest, so ir returned to the ship. Next I set free a swallow and
sent it forth. The swallow could find no place to alight and resr, so ir too
returned to the ship. Then I set free a raven and senr ir forth. The raven could
see that rhe warers had receded, so it circled but did not rerurn ro my ship.

Then I set free all living things and offered a sacrifice ro rhe heavenly gods. I
set up fourteen cult-vessels on top of the mountain. I heaped cane, cedarwood,
and myrtle upon their pot-stands, and I poured out a libation to the gods. They
smelled the sweet aroma and gathered around me like flies. I p.ortrrl.d myself
before Anu and Enlil.

Then Ishtar arrived. She lifted up the necklace of great jewels that her farher,
Anu, had created to please her and said, "Heavenly gods, as surely as this jeweled
necklace hangs upon my neck, I will never forget these days of the g."ut flood.
Let all of the gods except Enlil come to the offering. Enlil may not .orne, fo.
without reason he broughr forth the flood that destroyed my people."

\Uhen Enlil saw my ship, he became furious with the other gods. ,,Has 
some

human being escaped?" he cried. "No one was supposed to survive the flood!'Who permitted thisl"
Ninurta, the warrior god, said ro Enlil, "Do nor be angry with us. only Ea

knows everyrhing. only he could have devised such a scheme!"
Ea then said to Enlil, "You are the ruler of the gods and are wise. How could

you bring on such a flood without a reasonl Hold the sinner responsible for hls
sin; punish the person who transgresses. But be lenient, so that he does nor per-
ish! Instead of causing the flood, it would have been better if you had caused a
lion or a wolf to attack human beings and decrease their number! Instead of
causing the flood, it would have been better if you had caused disease to attack
human beings and decrease their number! Instead of causing the flood, it would
have been better if you had caused famine to conquer the land. That would have
weakened human beings and decreased their number!

"l[ was not I who revealed the secret of the great gods," Ea said craftily.
"Utanapishtim, the most wise, had a dream in which he discouered how to sur-
vive your flood. So now, Enlil, think of whar to do wirh him!,,

. I bowed my face to the earth in fear and submission before Enlil. He took my
hand, and together we boarded my ship. Then Enlil took my wife aboard the ship
and made her kneel at my side. He placed himself between us and touched our
foreheads to bless us.

"Until now," Enlil said, "Utanapishtim and his wife have been human beings.
From this time forward, they wilf live like the heavenly gods. I have brought
down for them everlasting breath so that, like rhe gods, they may continue to live
for days withour end. ULnapishtim, the king of-sh.r.rppak, has preserved the
seeds of humanity and of plant and animal life. He and his wife will live far to rhe
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fiiil}re 
rhe sun rises, ar the mouth of the river in the mountainous rand of

Utanapishtim conc',cred the story of his adventure. ,,That 
is how it came topass that my wife and I became r,r..^Jr," rr"rr."rv g.arlnd wiil live for days with-out end. Enlir himserf con.rr"a 

"u.rir.,ing life 6"; ; But Girgamesh, king ofstrong-walled Uruk though ,ou ,.", *f,o ,,liU .rll.,h" i"ru"rty gods to assemblyfor your sake so rhat you can find the everrasting rife you are seekingl,,

Chapter B
Utanapishtim chnllenges Gilgamesh n go witlwut
sleep for a week. Wh; Gilg"r*r;; i;il:ih, ,rrr,Utanapishtim gives him, *r*;l;;)na rrrd, hi*onhis way hame. Gilgameshl,r;r;;;f,tant brfo* heariues in Uruk, but he retums t o*, ,of.b.

Utanapishtim' the Faraway, said to Gilgamesh, "If you wish to become like theheavenly gods and live for arv*irrr"r,-".rT ro, must first possess the strength ofa god. Even though vou are mighty, I ,ililho* ,." ir,rr, i,i" ,il human beings,you are weak' starting with this .tgh,, r,"u.r, you to,remain upon your feet andstay awake f.or 
1ev9n nights and six iryr.,, 

*
Gilgamesh obedientiy squatted down and tried to sray awake. Despite his bestintentions, sreep brew upo,.him like , *n^*r, and conquered him. .Utanapishtim said ,o tir wife, "Loor. ,i-ir',i, h".o-;il;;;, everrasting rife!Sleep fans him like a soft mistl,,
Utanapishtim's wife counseled her husband. "Touch Gilgamesh so that he willawaken and return safely to his strong-watt"J.rar. see ro it-tt at t. will be able toreturn to his land the wav he :1*., "",".r"g ,lrough the gate by which he left.,,The Farawav responded, ,,In it,n", 

^i^lrrail.dr 
,, ,;; ,;rise. Meanwhile,Gilgamesh wiil try to deceive y?u by. ,.ir,r* ,o, h5 

_has 
not srept at a1. \v,e mustdevise proof of his rtr*i.. to show hi* i; 

1ea\ he realry is. Each day, I wantvou ro bake him a loaf of bread urra prr..lr'by his head. ,J;;;"rd how rong hesleeps by placing a mark ,o., ir_," ,jffiil him each day.,,so each day rhar Girsamesh,rt"pi, urr"rorrrrti*,, *if" fur a loaf of bread byhis head and made , -rrk for rhat^da"ro."",t. wail behind him. By the mom_ing of the seventh day, Girgamesh ,rr'rriit-rrreep. six roa'es of bread were rinedup in a row by his head and th"." *"." r,. *r.4, ." ,i" *rj;,h" first loaf haddried out, the second had spoired, rhe ,nl.j^i_rra become soggy, rhe crust of thefourrh had turned white, rhe fifrh hrd ;^;;;y casr, rhe sixt-h was sti, fresh incoror' and rhe seventh was warm' hrring-irrt"il"., ."-oved from the oven.Uranapishrim touched GirgameJ ;;"d,;;,fu praced rhe sevenrh loaf o'bread
;;J:i:.*:T:'i:;:*1il;:: il:l';i:#: 'i h,d h;.;i;;;ii." asreep when

Uranapishrim repried, "Girgamesh, count the.roaves of bread by your head sothar you wiil rearize how many days you nr*'rr"o,, v"r. i.* rJaf rs dried our,the second has spoiled, th" thi.d'rr'*rr, ,i" ..rr, of rhe fourth has rurned
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white, the fifth has a moldy cast, the sixth is stiil fresh in color, and i awakened
you just as my wife put rhe seventh loaf, still warm fiom the oven, by your head.,,

Gilgamesh groaned in resignarion and said, "what should I do now? where
shall I go/ Now that the robber Death is holding my limbs, I know rhat Death
hides in my bedroom and I shall never escape itl \Therever I place my feet,
Death will be there with mel I shall never become like the heauenly gods and
live for days withour endl"

Utanapishtim replied, "Let your heart nor despair, Gilgamesh. k is rrue the
heavenly gods have decreed that you, like allorher human beings, cannor live for
days without end. They have not granted you life everlasring. Bur Anu, Enlil, and
Ea have granted you orher gifts.

"The power to be unsurpassed in might rhey have granted you. The power to
be skilled in wrestling they have granted you. The power to be skilled with the
sword, the dagger, the bow, and the axe they have granted you. The power to be
like a devastating flood in battle they have granred you. The power to lead
attacks from which no one can escape they have granted you.

"The power to be unrivaled in heroism they have granted you. The power [o
seize and slaughter the Bull of Heaven they have granted you. The po*., ro en-
ter the Cedar Forest in the land of rhe living, ro overrhrow and kill Humbaba,
and to fell the cedars they have granted you. The power ro make the long, diffi-
cult, and dangerous journey to meet with me they have granted you.

"And as if extraordinary might and heroism were not sufficient gifts, the
power to be supreme among human beings they have granted you. The power to
rule your people as king and to be the greatest of leaders they have granted yo.r.
The power to bring light or darkness upon your people they have granted you.
The power to free people or enslave them they have granted you. The power ro
teach your people and lead them to wisdom they have granted you.

"Therefore," Utanapishtim counseled, "cast away fear and sorrow. Rejoice in
your heart that the heavenly gods love you and have smiled upon you!"

Utanapishtim then turned to his boatman and said, "Urshanabi, take
Gilgamesh to the washing place that he may cleanse himself. Let him wash his
Iong hair until it is as clean as snow. Let him remove his animal skins and let the
deep sea carry them away, so that the beaury of his appearance may be seen. Let
him replace the band around his head with a new one, and let him put on a new
cloak to cover his nakedness. Then accompany him on hi, loui.r"y back to
strong-walled Uruk."

Urshanabi took care of Gilgamesh as the Faraway had directed. \7hen Gilga-
mesh was clean and newly clothed, the two of them climbed into Urshanabi's
boat and prepared to sail away.

Utanapishtim's wife then said, "Gilgamesh made a long, difficult, and danger-
ous journey to meet with you. In appreciation of his effort, what gift will you give
him to rake back with him ro his .iry?,,

Utanapishtim asked Urshanabi to bring the boar close ro the shore. Then he
said, "Gilgamesh, because you have made , long, difficult, and dangerous journey
in order to meer with me, I shatl send you back to strong-walleJ Uruk with a

.seclet thing created by the heavenly gods. The planr thar you see growing deep
in the water there is like the rose. Its thorns wili prick your hands *h.., yo, ..y
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"y .io,*;ii #rli::?;:T:,,Jake you rr"r.,",*, ilut i, wirr keepGirgamesh repriej, ;l; 

suqr...1,"^'orrr, ,r 
lou wi, give me rwo heawI:ffirt tied one 
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",,iJ ii;, 0.,, . nstrong-walled Uruk.,, artlr uuntlnue our iourney overland towardwhen thev had walked sixry miles, ,l"I sropped ro ear. Afrer another ,,r"*miles' thev prepa..g ,"lp"ra ,i" .lrn: ar,". ,ii* i]v, una nighrs rhey saw the
:ffi l"F]':""LYilI"Tr,': tl*i': o',r,., ff il:J L-ard rhe c i ry, Girgamesh

"t:'*1"",L"" j:f ,,"i,r,Io.iJ::ff,Jf";i,$;;::TiJl""ri,the
,h" ,r.o.,g'r;iltt the gates' Gilgamesh ,rra, ;'^r-[riJ.,uui, 

J want you ro noriceancienr tim., by r,our 
city of Uruk' I built ,h".";;rfi. a foundation creared in

3r" .o;;;;:r'"e seven wise men, *ho.b.ougn;;;;, 
knowredge ro our rand.
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1#:', fu :l' } : r ;:}ffi :U. ,Lf"...,;"..;J.r.Oass all orhersl No hr,"nln;r;"1::t more impressive wars than"iH;",i,r;:H:I:r:ifr:;
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Uruki Now approach the majestic Temple of Anu and Ishtar. No mortal, nor
even a king, will ever be able to build a ,t.u.tu." as beautiful as rhe one I have
createdl Climb up and walk upon the walls of Uruk. Examine the fine brickwork.
Admire the majestic Temple of Anu and Ishtar . Gaze upon one man,s supreme
achievement!"

Gilgamesh inscribed these travels and these thoughts upon srone tablets and
placed these tablets on the strong walls of Uruk ,o thlt his people could gain wis-
dom and remember him.


