Due Monday, September 10th, 2012 
12th Grade Summer Assignment 

The summer assignment is the same for all students whether you are taking English 4, Mythology, or Creative Writing: Genre Studies.

Described below is the summer assignment for incoming seniors. 

· By the end of grade 11, students will have received prior instruction regarding the college essay and draft an essay relating to a momentous event in their lives. For the summer assignment leading into grade 12, students will write drafts of two more college essays. The first essay question will focus on the theme of identity based on the questions provided on the common application. The second college essay will be on a topic from a college/university the student is interested in applying to.
· Students will plan to join the military, go straight to work, or attend a trade school will come to grade 12 with drafts of two personal essays as part of their summer assignment. The first essay question will focus on the theme of identity. For the second essay question, students will explore their decision to pursue the military, a career, or trade school. 

The summer assignment asks you to write TWO complete college essays. 

ESSAY QUESTION #1

Many colleges/universities ask students to answer a question from the commonapplication.org. The Common Application allows undergraduate students the opportunity to fill out this common application which can then be sent to various colleges and universities. Below you will find three of the common application questions. You are to choose ONE of the follow essay questions to respond to as your first college essay.

1. Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence.

2. Describe a character in fiction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in art, music, science, etc.) that has had an influence on you, and explain that influence.

3. A range of academic interests, personal perspectives, and life experiences adds much to the educational mix. Given your personal background, describe an experience that illustrates what you would bring to the diversity in a college community or an encounter that demonstrated the important of diversity to you.

ESSAY QUESTION #2
You must also respond to an essay prompt from a college/university you are interested in attending. 

Note: Some colleges/universities require you to begin an electronic application before accessing the essay question. If you are unable to find an essay question to your school of choice, you may choose to answer another one of the above questions from the common application only.  (You will not be allowed to use the same question you answered in 11th grade).
SUPPORT/SUBMISSION OF ASSIGNMENTS 
Please contact any of the following senior English teachers if you have any questions regarding your summer assignment: c.ryan@hackensackschools.org, s.shaw@hackensackschools.org, t.terzano@hackensackschools.org, or t.jakubik@hackensackschools.org.
You are  required to email your summer assignment to your teacher by Friday, September 7th.

You MUST save an electronic copy of your college essays. You can save this via a thumb drive/USB, email, the cloud, etc. You must save a copy in “.doc” or “.docx” format ONLY. 
RUBRIC 

College Essay Scoring Rubric (Worth 2 test grades)

Your College Essay will be evaluated for each of the following criterion and will be awarded a score of 0 to 10.

Description of Criteria









Score

1. Essay introduction includes an anecdote (specific biographical

incident) which is further elaborated upon throughout the narrative. 
          

______ 

2. Essay introduction includes a clear thesis that identifies the topic of the essay.

______






3. Essay body is clearly organized and presents a logical flow of thoughts/ideas 

connected to the thesis. 








______ 

4. Essay includes multiple specific examples which clearly connect to an support

 the thesis









______ 

5. Examples/ideas are substantial enough to support the thesis.



______ 

6. Essay conclusion illustrates how the anecdote relates to college endeavors.

______
7. Writing is clear and concise with regard to syntax and sentence structure. 

______

8. Diction is sophisticated and appropriate. 





______ 

9. Essay has been proofread for grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization

______ 

10. Final essay indicates major changes and revisions have been implemented

______  
Total Score 
______ 
Comments: 

