UNITED STATES EXPANSION NOTES: LOUISIANA PURCHASE
· Land west of the Mississippi River bought from France for $15 million by President Thomas Jefferson in 1803.
· France had to sell the land due to the costs of wars they were fighting in Europe and the Caribbean.

IMPACT OF THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE:

Positives:

1. Doubled the size of the U.S. at the time.
2. Was bought for very cheap (less than 3 cents an acre).

3. Gained access to more natural resources.

4. Gave us control over the Mississippi River, which meant we could trade more.
5. Allowed people to further explore the country.

Negatives:

1. Forced Native Americans off their land.

2. Caused many bloody and deadly battles with Native American tribes.

3. Increased our population, which required more money to be spent by our government.

4. Increased slavery in our country.

5. Angered many people in the U.S. because they didn’t feel any president should have the power to buy land on their own.

