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INTRODUCTION
Welcome to 7th grade language arts! This year will be exciting, busy, and fun!  7th grade langauge arts is a yearlong course combining the studies of reading, writing, listening, and speaking.   
COURSE GOALS

(Taken from the Common Core State Standards)
1. Demonstrate independence
2. Build strong content knowledge
3. Respond to varying demands of audience, task, purpose, and discipline
4. Comprehend as well as critique
5. Value evidence
6. Use technology and digital media strategically and capably

7. Understand other perspectives and cultures

For more information about the Common Core State Standards 

(CCSS) please visit the following websites: http://www.corestandards.org, http://www.commoncore.org
COURSE MATERIALS
Core Books—Students will be required to read common texts (to be chosen by the department).
Supplementary Texts—Students will read a variety of other texts including independent books, nonfiction articles, poems, plays, etc.
In addition, students should bring the following materials each day:

· A three-ring  binder, loose leaf paper

· A composition notebook

· A pocket folder

· Student assignment planner (provided by the school)

· USB flash drive (recommended, not required)

· Pens and pencils

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to follow the classroom rules.  

THIS IS A SAFE SPACE: Everyone has the right to feel comfortable and happy here.
RESPECT YOURSELF: Be prepared, on-time, and ready to learn! Do your best!
RESPECT OTHERS: Treat others the way you would like to be treated.   
RESPECT THE TEACHER: Be respectful to the adult in the room.
RESPECT THE CLASSROOM: Care for all class materials.  Be gentle with computers.
GRADING POLICY
As per the department, the grading policy stands as follows:
	ASSESSMENTS
	VALUE
	DESCRIPTION

	Projects & Assessments
	35%
	Tests, quizzes, formal writing assignments, performance assessments 

	Writing
	20%
	Activities completed to demonstrate writing process/ability (brainstorming, drafting, editing/revising, etc)

	Reading
	20%
	Activities completed to demonstrate a comprehensive range of reading strategies/abilities

	Participation and Readiness
	15%
	Participation in classroom activities and discussion, preparedness with materials and assignments

	Homework
	10%
	At least 30 minutes of daily reading and any assigned work

	TOTAL
	100%
	Each marking period


ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY
Students must do their own work and ask for help when needed.  Students must NOT plagiarize published work.  Students must NOT cheat, or copy work from another student.  According to the Hackensack Middle School policy, even the first offense of violating the academic integrity policy will result in a failing grade for the assignment, a note in the student’s file, and administrative discipline.
I have read the 7th grade language arts course syllabus and understand the guidelines. 

Student Name (print):______________________________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________
Date: _____________
Guardian Name (print):_____________________________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________
Date: ____________
PAGE  
McGuire 2014

