Mrs. Chetna Desai

Hackensack High School

INTRODUCTION TO PRE-AP CHEMISTRY CLASS

Academic year 2015-2016
 Welcome to Chemistry class!!!
 The aims and goals of Advanced Placement Program are:  to expose students to college-

level experiences; to help students develop critical literacy skills and higher order thinking; to 

enrich content knowledge for students; to help students develop a strong work ethic through academic rigor; to build students' confidence in their academic abilities; to help students perform successfully on the AP tests.

Course Description:

Pre AP Chemistry is an introductory course designed to provide the student with the concepts and processes that emphasize the structure of matter and the way it interacts in the physical world. The course content includes: qualitative and quantitative aspects of matter, atomic structure, the design of the periodic table of elements, chemical formulas, bonding, chemical reactions, stoichiometry problems, thermodynamics, the Kinetic theory, Acid –Base Chemistry, the nature of solutions , equilibrium, Electro Chemistry and Organic Chemistry. Throughout the course, laboratory experiments are used to introduce and illustrate new topics. All topics will be related to present-day technology and consumerism. 

Course Requirements:

· You must have your covered textbook in class every day.

               (Text book:  Holt Modern Chemistry, by Davis, Metcalfe, Williams, and Castka)

·   Each student MUST have a three ring binder as your notebook.  Each day you will be receiving a number of papers that will be organized in a table of contents, which will be handed out by your teacher.

·   Scientific calculator

·  A pen or a pencil is required every day. (Blue and Black color only)

· Any other equipment required in class room such as ruler, eraser etc.

Course Grading: 

·  Grades are based on following items. 

                       Assessments




40%
                                   Labs/Projects




35%

Quizzes




15%

Homework/Class work


10%

· Any work missed due to absence (Lab/Quiz/Test/CW) must be made up in a timely manner by appointment. You are responsible for finding out about missed work.
                 Students have 3 calendar days to complete makeup work. 
· Home work Assignments missed due to absences is due first day of return to class.

· Grades will be posted periodically in the classroom.

Homework  : Homework will be posted on right side corner of white board   for whole week and  you can also check  Mrs. Desai’s Website  for Home work. 
Late assignments - No late assignments will be accepted.

Extra Help:

Extra help is available. Please let me know you are going to come. I am usually in my room 412  after school, but check if I have a meeting or another appointment.  You can also contact me at my email address: c.desai@hackensackschools.org
Hackensack High School
CLASSROOM POLICLY

Mrs. Desai
The purpose is to enable each student to have a successful learning experience.

Beginning of Class

· All students should be in the classroom when the bell rings.
· All students should take out their notebooks and begin writing down and answering any opening questions that are written on the board. 

· Any homework will be collected at the beginning of class.

Title for turned in Work

· Please put the following information on ALL assignments & place it in the upper right hand corner as mentioned below:
Student Name (First & Last)

Period
Date

                                                                                                Name of assignment

Expectations for Behavior

· Follow all school rules & policies.

· Follow all LAB rules.
· Take RESPONSIBILITY for your own learning.

· We will be working as a team in a positive learning environment so RESPECT, SUPPORT & HELP each other to achieve the goals of the Chemistry course.

· Have an open mind with the right attitude and positive approach towards the class as well as in your life.

Attendances

· If students are absent from class, it is their responsibility to get their missed work from the teacher. 

· If a student was absent for a test/quiz/Lab he/she will make it up within next 3 days
· Cut policy and attendance policy as per school rules. 

Important points from school rules about attendence:

1. The following represents the maximum Number of unwaived absences before a

Student is removed and receives no credit for the course.
a. Full year course 16 days

b. One semester course 8 days and
c. three cuts in the class

2. If a student arrives to class late, he/she may be assigned detention with the class

teacher. Should the student fail to make up the detention, he/she will be charged with an unwaived absence.

3. Every five late will convert to one unwaived absence.

4. Students arriving twenty minutes or more late to a class will be charged with an

unwaived absence.

Detention
· Detention is to be served the same day as assigned, unless other arrangements are made in advance with me. 
· Detention will be assigned for lateness to class, being unprepared for class(unprepared term  includes but no restricted to-not bringing textbook,note book, in the class etc, or inappropriate behavior in class.)
· If you do not attend the detention a discipline form will be filled out and sent to the Dean’s office.

Fines

· Any damage to class materials; books, lab equipment, etc. will result in fines being charged.
If Students Choose to Break the Rules
· 1st time – Warning
· 2nd time – Detention with me. (30 minutes)
·  3rdtime – Parent call and/or administrative action

· Severe disruptions – Student will be removed from class and sent immediately to the administration.(Any kind of disruption in teaching-learning activities will be considered as a Sever disruption)
(Please keep this list in the front page of your notebook)

Hackensack High school
Academic year 2015-2016
Dear Parent/Guardians,

I would like to introduce myself as your child’s Chemistry teacher. The attached documents will answer some questions you may have concerning your child’s work for this course. 

It is my intent to give my students both theoretical and hands-on experience during the course. 

Please sign and return the bottom of this document. Please provide me with an updated business phone and an email address. 

Should you have any questions throughout the school year please feel free to contact me. You may call Science office (201) 646-7958 or you may e-mail me at c.desai@hackensackschools.org. 

If you have a hobby, occupation, or training related to any of the topic that we cover; I would like the opportunity to discuss with you the possibility of visiting my classes and sharing your expertise from the “real world”

Thanks and I am looking forward to a great school year with your child.

Sincerely,

Chetna Desai

Science Department

Hackensack High School  


Tear Here
	Student Name
	

	Period
	

	Parent/Guardian Name
	

	Email
	

	Home phone #
	

	Work Phone #
	

	Cell #
	

	Parent/Guardian’s Signature
	


Hackensack High School

Name: _________________________________________________ Period:_________

Chemistry Classroom Policy

I, ________________________________________________ have read & understood the Classroom Policy for Chemistry as outlined in the first day of the class. Mrs. Desai had discussed & explained these policies to me on __________________ (today’s date). 

· I understand that I need to come to class on time, prepared to: take notes, run a laboratory, take a test or turn in assigned work.

· I understand that my education is MY OWN RESPONSIBILITY. 
· I understand that I must work cooperatively with my fellow students in laboratories and on project even if I don’t get along with them outside of this classroom and that I will workout my difference with said individuals & only come to Mrs. Desai in case of Extreme disagreements.

· I fully understand that I am one individual in a class of many and I must not disrupt any other students learning
This policy outlines for me what is expected of me in Mrs. Desai’s Chemistry class and that I will do everything in my power to achieve these goals & I understand the administrative consequences if I cannot fulfill these goals.

Print Name

Signature

Date


Teachers Signature

GETTING TO KNOW YOU…………………

Name: ___________________________________ 


Period:_________________

Please answer the following questions.

	HEALTH

	1. Do you wear glasses?                        Yes                              No

	2. Do you wear Contact lens?                Yes                              No

	3. Do you need to sit in front of the Class for any medical reasons?



	4. Are there any medical issues you feel I need to know about that may affect you this class ?



	GENERAL STUFF

	1. Birthday

2. E-mail

3. Who are your friends in this class ?

	4. Do you participate in any HHS sports teams? If so, which ones?



	5. What are your extracurricular activities that are not held in HHS?



	6. Do you have a part-time job, if so when do you work?



	7. What was the coolest thing you ever did in your life?



	8. What did you do this summer?



	9. Which subjects do you like the most?



	10. Which subjects do you like the least?



	11. Are you afraid of Chemistry?

	12. What are your expectations from me?



	13. What are your goals in life?



	14. What do you plan on doing after high school?



	15. If you go on to college what would you like to major in?



	16. Favorite sport?

	17. Favorite baseball team?

	18. Favorite basketball team?

	19. Favorite hockey team?

	20. Favorite hobby?

	HOME

1. Do you have any siblings?

2. Do your parents speak English?

	

	DO YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS FOR ME?



	



