Presidential Elections

· A presidential election is actually 51 different elections going on at the same time (50 states plus Washington, D.C.).

· The people who actually cast the votes that elect the President and Vice President are known as the Electoral College. 

· Electoral College:

· The delegates (representatives) from each political party within each state (Democrats and Republicans).

· Popular votes are the votes that we, the people, actually cast.
· Electoral votes are the votes that the Electoral College casts to elect the President and Vice President.
· A state’s population determines its number of electoral votes – states with greater population have more electoral votes. 

· California has the most with 55
· States such as Montana, Wyoming, Delaware have the least with 3.
· A state’s electoral votes also equal their representation in Congress.
-There are a total of 538 total electoral votes

· 435 (House of Reps) + 100 (Senate) + 3 (Washington, D.C.) = 538

-If a candidate wins the majority of the popular votes in a state, then they win all of that state’s electoral votes.
-A majority of the electoral votes is needed to become President – 270 or more.

-If none of the candidates receives a majority of the electoral votes (at least 270), the House of Representatives chooses the President and the Senate chooses the Vice President.
Positives of Electoral College:

· Prevents the citizens from electing a poor leader, because the Electoral College could cast their votes for whomever they want if they don’t like who the citizens chose.

Negatives of Electoral College:

· Makes only certain states (swing states), with more electoral votes matter.  States with lower populations get ignored by candidates.

Examples:

-New Jersey has 15 electoral votes, so on Election Day, if Barack Obama wins the popular vote in New Jersey, then all 15 of the electors will be Democrats and he receives 15 electoral votes 

· However, they do not have to vote for him.

-Florida has 27 electoral votes, so on Election Day, if Mitt Romney wins the popular vote in Florida, then all 27 of the electors will be Republicans and he receives 27 electoral votes

· However, they do not have to vote for him either.

