[bookmark: _GoBack]RST Outline for Science and History:
Introduction: 
Introduce topic: 
(Background information about the topic—no details): ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Claim: 
(State your position on the topic):
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraphs: 
Topic sentence:
(State the first point you will make to support your claim)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Supporting details: 
(State the first detail you will use to support your topic sentence)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Supporting details: 
(State the second detail you will use to support your topic sentence)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Supporting details: 
(State the third detail you will use to support your topic sentence)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Concluding sentence: 
(Sum up your points or transition into the next paragraph)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Note: This is a common structure for body paragraphs; however, it is not the only one.  For instance, the number of supporting details will vary as well as the number of paragraphs you have in your essay.  

Counterclaim: 
Anticipation: 
(State an opposing view from your own)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Refutation: 
(State why the opposing view point is incorrect) 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Note: The counterclaim can be its own paragraph in which you list more than one opposing view point and counter/refute each one or it can be a sentence or two included in one of your other body paragraphs. If you are making it its own paragraph, it should be your first or last body paragraph. 


Conclusion: 
Restate claim: 
(State the claim using different words)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Call to Action/Something to Ponder: 
(Challenge the reader to act on the information that you provided/Leave the reader with something to think about regarding your topic.)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

