Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman

Reading Group Focus: CHARACTERIZATION

Group Members: [insert student names]
Learning: Your group will identify and analyze the author’s use of characterization throughout the novel. As a group, you will share your learning with the class.

	NAME
	What are this character’s strengths?  
What types of relationships does this character have with others?

	What is one defining moment for this character?

	Record a quote that reveals an important quality of this character.  Explain what trait is revealed.  
What is this character’s VOICE? (emotion/tone)
	What brings this character to the garden?   
What does the character do for the garden?  
What does the character gain from participating in the garden?



	Kim


	Kim is a character who is determined, and courageous.  Kim plants lima beans in a vacant lot near her home, to honor her father’s memory.  Despite bitter cold weather, and an ominous lot, Kim carries out her mission like a soldier.  Kim has a strong bond with her father, though they never met. 
	A defining moment is when Kim tiptoes into the kitchen, fills her thermos with water, and takes lima beans from the jar.  At this point, Kim has made the choice to honor her father’s memory.  After she makes this choice, it seems that nothing will stop her from reaching her goal.


	“I now placed a bean in each of the holes.  I covered them up, pressing the soil down firmly with my fingertips.  I opened my thermos and watered them all.  And I vowed to myself that those beans would thrive.”

Kim’s voice is resolute and insistent.  No obstacle can stand in the way of Kim cultivating the lima beans that she has planted.
	Kim begins planting lima beans in the vacant lot to bond with her father’s spirit.

The vacant lot provides a space for Kim’s project and provides her with multiple challenges (rats, frozen ground) that she must overcome in order to achieve her goal.

Kim’s actions inadvertently cause a chain of events that leads to the start of a community garden in her neighborhood.
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