 Socratic Seminar Discussion Question Examples &

Ways to Keep the Conversation Going: 

What did you think about......? (name a specific event, action, or character's action) 
Why do you think that.......? 
What is happening at the part where.......? 
What do you think [event/incident] means? 

What are the assumptions (explicit or underlying) of this text? 
What contradictions are in the text?
What events would have changed the story?

What would you do (or say) if you were __________________? 

What might be some other good titles for this? 

Does this text have a message to convey? 

If _____________ were writing today, what would be different about this work? 

What symbolism is behind the term/phrase ______________________?

In what way would _________________________ change if __________________________ happened differently? 

How do you think ______________________ was/would be viewed by ________________? 

How do you support that position from this work? 

To check on listening: [Amber], what did [Alex] just say? What’s your reaction to that idea? 

Inference:  Fill in missing information, based upon a reasonable extrapolation of evidence in the text.

Implications:  Explain the consequences of information or ideas in the text. 

Hypothesis:  Predict and justify future developments. 

Reflection:  How do you know what you think you know? What are you left not knowing? What are you assuming? 

What would be an example to illustrate this point? 

Is the writer’s example a good one? Why/why not? 

How does this idea connect to ______________________________? (Refer to another passage in the text or to another text.) 

Here is my view and how I arrived at it. How does it sound to you?

What could be different conclusions? 
How did you arrive at your view?

What is the most important word/sentence/paragraph?

Who has a different perspective? 

Who has not yet had a chance to speak?

Where do you find evidence for that in the text?

Can you clarify what you mean by that?

How does that relate to what (someone else) said?

What in the text is unclear to you?  
Has anyone changed their mind?  How so?  Why or why not?
What might be a good title/alternate title for the text?

How do the ideas in the text relate to our lives? What do they mean for us personally? 

Why is this material important? 

Is it right that….? Do you agree with the author?  How so? Why or why not?
