Hello Students! Below you will find a sample for the first part of the summer assignment, the open-ended response. Please use it as an example to help you when writing your own. Note that the sample answers the question completely, and elaborates with textual support (both direct citations and paraphrasing). Good luck- feel free to email me with any questions!

8th Grade Language Arts

Summer Assignment

Part 1

Question # 1- 

Every author has certain themes (ex. Struggle, poverty, survival, friendship, etc) he/she wants to portray in his/her writing.

· Identify one/two themes the author uses throughout the novel. What message is he/she trying to express? Explain. 
· What did you learn by reading this story? How would you compare it to other stories (identify the story/novel) you have read?


*
The author, Sharon G. Flake, has two very serious and important themes in her novel, The Skin I'm In – bullying and racism. In her groundbreaking novel, Flake proves that bullying and racism are not just issues of past generations, often shown from movies in the past; rather, there are still problems in our society today. In the book, Maleeka, the main character, has to hide from bullies who attack her for a variety of reasons- her good grades, homemade clothes, and even the color of her skin. Maleeka is often teased by a boy named John John, and in the novel she reveals, “He's my color, but since second grade he's been teasing me about being too black”. This demonstrates that Maleeka is often tortured about the fact that her skin is darker than is acceptable. She fights to survive seventh grade, not only because of her skin color, but, in the book she states that she's also the tallest and skinniest in her class. People like John John remind her every chance they get that her physical appearance is different from their’s. In my opinion, Sharon Flakes shares this story with her readers because she is trying to send the message, loud and clear, that racism and bullying are unacceptable in our society and that we, as bystanders, need to speak up for victims of these crimes.


Ultimately, Maleeka learns to love herself, and this is the result of getting to know her new teacher, Ms. Saunders. Ms. Saunders has a strange complection, and her skin is very blotchy. She, clearly, has grown up dealing with the same issues as Maleeka and she helps Maleeka to feel comfortable in her own skin, and to realize that those who tease her are not worth her time. She tells Maleeka, “”Freak. I heard that too when I was young.” She then explains, “Liking myself didn’t come overnight. I took a lot of wrong turns to find out who I really was. You will, too.” This advice gives Maleeka the confidence to overcome the bullying and racism she is experiencing. Ms. Saunders is a bystander who chooses to stand up for Maleeka, and it makes all of the difference in the world. 

* 
By reading this story, I have learned how detrimental racism can be, and what effect it has on young people today. Everyone has the right to be able to exist in an environment where they are not criticized, put down, or judged based on race, physical appearance, religion, sexual orientation, etc. A person’s confidence can be destroyed,l just because one person made a mean, impudent, or malicious remark. This reminds me of another novel called The Help, which mainly focused on racism and how badly African- Americans were treated in this country before the Civil Rights Movement occurred. In addition, I learned that in some cases people can be teased because of their good grades. Others who do not achieve well in school can be jealous so they make a person feel bad about having good grades.

