8th Grade Social Studies - Civics/American History/Contemporary Studies 

                                           Mr. Feehan
                                              2014-2015
I. Course Description:
This course is designed for each student to learn and examine the different social, political, and physical developments that have helped to shape the United States. This course will focus on the development of our nation and how it came to be the way we know it today.  All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.
II. Units of study:

Unit 1 – Elections and Political Parties 
Unit 2 – Revolution and the New Nation 
Unit 3 – American Geography, Demography, and Culture
Unit 4 – The Preamble
Unit 5 - The Constitution Articles I – VII
Unit 6 - The 27 Amendments
Unit 7 – The Civil War and Reconstruction
III. Grading Breakdown:
· 35% of your grade is based on your test scores. 
· 30% of your grade is based on your quiz scores.  
· 25% of your grade is based on projects, essays, and classwork.
· 10% of your grade is based on homework assignments.

· Exemplary class participation, behavior, effort, and attitude may help your average at the end of each 
marking period. 

· Late homework/projects will receive half credit up to a week after the original due date for that   

assignment.
Pop Quizzes
Pop Quizzes will be conducted periodically throughout each unit with questions related to the topic(s) recently covered in class.  Each question on a pop quiz is worth one point (For example: a pop quiz with 20 questions would be worth 20 points). 

**Pop Quizzes will not be announced because you should be reviewing any notes or handouts from class each night as part of your homework.

Quizzes/Exams
Larger quizzes and exams will be given accordingly throughout each unit and are always announced.
**All quizzes and exams are closed notes and scored out of 100 points.

**There are no make-ups for quizzes and exams unless you are absent.
Projects/Essays

Throughout each unit different projects or essays will assigned. Students are given at least 5-7 days to complete any projects or essays.
IV. Bell Works


Bell Works are a series of either multiple-choice or short answer questions to review topics covered in class the previous day(s).  Students are expected to complete each Bell Work upon entering the classroom.  Bell Works will be collected one day a week without announcement and scored as a 10-point class work grade.

V. Journals


Journals will be assigned periodically throughout each marking period and consist of only a 1-2 paragraph response.  Each journal entry will be collected individually and counted first as either a class work or homework grade out of either 10 or 20 points. At the end of each marking period, the journals assigned during the marking period will be tallied and then counted as an exam grade.
VI. Current Events
Current event assignments will be given periodically and will relate to the unit that we are covering.  A majority of the time students will be given the article to complete.  Students will have 1-2 days to complete the current event assignment and it will be counted as a homework grade.

VII. Conference Periods
I am available early both before school and after school if you should need extra help or wish to speak to me for any reason.  Parents/guardians should feel free to contact via email or phone to schedule an appointment.

VIII. Contact Information
Email Address r.feehan@hackensackschools.org
School Phone Number: (201) 646-7865

Remind101 – Details to come

IX. Procedures/Routines/Expectations in the Classroom
1. All district and school rules apply in this classroom (no gum, candy, coats, hats, electronic

devices, etc.)
2. BE PREPARED!
3. BE ON TIME!
4. Upon entering the classroom, students should be in their seat and completing their Bell Work assignment or Do Now.
5. Any notes or handouts that are completed in class should be automatically reviewed as your homework for the night.
6. Any students who are absent from school or miss class due to band, chorus, the nurse, or a field trip, etc., are responsible to see me for what they missed, either after school or when you return.
7. Any time a homework assignment is given with time remaining in class, students must begin working on it until the end of that period.  
8. Any student who is caught working on an assignment for another class will have the assignment confiscated.
· The only exception will be after a quiz or test IF no other class work has been assigned.
9. Any assignment or quiz/test that has unnecessary writing or pictures on it will automatically have points deducted.
10.  Unit exam review guides must be picked up after school the same day that it is announced in class unless you are absent. If you fail to pick up the review guide on that specific day, you will have to use your own notes/handouts to study for the exam.
11. Any bathroom or water requests should wait until at least after that day’s Bell Work is completed and gone over as a class.

GRADE 8 SOCIAL STUDIES – MR. J. DAVINA (2014-2015)

STUDENT/PARENTAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understand the above information and guidelines for this class.

______________________________________     ____________________________________         ________         

Student's Name (Please Print)

         
         Student’s Signature                

                   Date
______________________________________    ____________________________________          ________

Parent/Guardian’s Name (Please Print)
        Parent/Guardian’s Signature

                   Date

___________________________________________________________________________________________

In an effort to get to know your child better, if there is anything you feel is important for me to know about  

him or her, please feel free to use the lines below. Thank you!

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

