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Hackensack Middle School
GRADE 8 – Elements of Algebra
Mr. Hassan
Message to Parents:  Parents, it is my pleasure to have your son or daughter in my classroom for the 2016-2017 school year.  While working together, we can make this a successful school year for your child. It is my mission to provide a safe and productive learning environment where all students can flourish and maximize their potential. 
Course Overview:  Elements of Algebra is designed to strengthen students’ mastery of algebraic, geometric, and statistical concepts that will help them transition into Algebra 1.  
Units of Study
	Chapter 1: Variables, Expressions, and Integers

	Chapter 2: Solving Equations

	Chapter 3: Multi-Step Equations

	Chapter 4: Factors, Fractions, and Exponents

	Chapter 5: Rational Numbers (Fractions)

	Chapter 7: Percents

	Chapter 8: Linear Functions

	Chapter 9: Special Right Triangles

	Chapter 10: Volume and Area

	Chapter 12: Angle Relationships and Transformations


Keys to success
· Please make sure that your child has done his or her homework on a nightly basis.  Although there will not be homework every night, they should be studying on nights without homework. 

· An assessment is typically given once a week (quizzes, tests, projects).   
· Please make sure your child is making use of his/her planner by constantly checking it and comparing it to my website.   

· Please feel free to make contact via email as often as you want to receive updates on your child’s progress.  Contact is always welcome. 
Email:  m.hassan@hackensackschools.org 
        School Phone Number: (201) 646-7842
MATERIALS  

All students are expected to bring the following to class every day: 

· Two sharpened pencils
· 3-ring binder and lined paper
· Textbook  
· Graph paper, ruler, and calculator are recommended
Grading Policy

The following weights will apply to the 4 major parts of the class your child will be graded on.  

Tests: (40%)  Tests will be given to assess students’ knowledge of the concepts within that unit.  
Quizzes: (35%) Throughout each unit, quizzes will be given to determine student progress.  
Classwork: (15%)  Assignments completed during the class period (i.e., warm-up activities, handouts, group work etc.)
Homework: (10%)  Homework will be checked on a daily basis and may be randomly collected.  Homework will also be posted in the classroom and on my website.  
Late Assignment Policy:  Any student who does not hand in a homework/project by the due date will always have the opportunity to receive partial credit when made up before the end of that unit of study.  
