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Hackensack Middle School
GRADE 8 – Geometry
Mr. Hassan
Message to Parents:  Parents, it is my pleasure to have your son or daughter in my classroom for the 2016-2017 school year.  While working together, we can make this a successful school year for your child. It is my mission to provide a safe and productive learning environment where all students can flourish and maximize their potential. 
Objective: Geometry is a course designed to develop and encourage the principles of logical reasoning and deductive reasoning by requiring formal and informal justifications for solving problems and by writing two-column and paragraph proofs. The first semester of the course has an emphasis on deductive reasoning and two-column proofs involving triangles and quadrilaterals.  In the first few chapters the development of the proof and the process of logic one must utilize to reach the desired conclusion is accentuated.  Students are also given the opportunity to discover certain properties of lines and triangles using Smart Board technologies and different teaching strategies (cooperative learning).  These strategies are used to accommodate different learning styles. Many of these topics are also conducive to computer lessons as well as cooperative learning lessons.  These teaching strategies often encourage and produce student involvement and academic success.
Units of Study
	Chapter 1: Tools of Geometry

	Chapter 2: Reasoning and Proof

	Chapter 3: Parallel and Perpendicular Lines

	Chapter 4: Congruent Triangles

	Chapter 5: Relationships in Triangles

	Chapter 6: Quadrilaterals

	Chapter 7: Proportions and Similarity

	Chapter 8: Right Triangles and Trigonometry

	Chapter 9: Transformations and Symmetry

	Chapter 10:  Circles

	Chapter 11:  Areas of Polygons and Circles

	Chapter 12:  Extending Surface Area and Volume


Keys to success
· Please make sure that your child has done his or her homework on a nightly basis.  Although there will not be homework every night, they should be studying on nights without homework. 

· An assessment is typically given once a week (quizzes, tests, projects).   
· Please make sure your child is making use of his/her planner by constantly checking it and comparing it to my website.   

· Please feel free to make contact via email as often as you want to receive updates on your child’s progress.  Contact is always welcome. 
Email:  m.hassan@hackensackschools.org 
        School Phone Number: (201) 646-7842
MATERIALS  

All students are expected to bring the following to class every day: 

· Two sharpened pencils
· 3-ring binder and lined paper
· Textbook  
· Graph paper, ruler, and calculator are recommended
Grading Policy

The following weights will apply to the 4 major parts of the class your child will be graded on.  

Tests: (40%)  Tests will be given to assess students’ knowledge of the concepts within that unit.  
Quizzes: (35%) Throughout each unit, quizzes will be given to determine student progress.  
Classwork: (15%)  Assignments completed during the class period (i.e., warm-up activities, handouts, group work etc.)
Homework: (10%)  Homework will be checked on a daily basis and may be randomly collected.  Homework will also be posted in the classroom and on my website.  

Late Assignment Policy:  Any student who does not hand in a homework/project by the due date will always have the opportunity to receive partial credit when made up before the end of that unit of study.
