“The Crucible” by Arthur Miller

Act I pg. 30-48

1. Reverend John Hale enters the play on page 32.  Describe two details from page 32-33 and also the last paragraph on page 36 that suggest something about his personality.  What has he come to do for Parris and the others?

2. On page 36, Hale brings in some heavy books.  What are these books “weighted” with? On page 37, what does Hale say about Rebecca?  How does he know of her?  

3. The Putnams and Parris begin confessing to the strange occurrences of Salem and their families on pages 38-39.  List the strangeness.

4. Rebecca cannot watch Hale work on Betty to discover witchcraft.  When she leaves, she says “I go to God for you, sir” to Parris.  What is his reaction?  How does this reaction reinforce what has been said of Parris by John Proctor earlier?

5. Giles Corey explains to Hale that his wife has been acting strangely, and that he hasn’t been able do something as well.  What was his wife doing?  What can’t he do?  Give two descriptions of Giles from the paragraphs on page 40-41.

6. Hale begins to interrogate Abagail about the dancing in the forest.  Abagail stutters around telling the truth.  Who does Abagail blame for the deviltry on page 43?  Why is this easy for her to do?

7. Tituba explains that she does not have a compact (or agreement) with the Devil, on page 44, but then goes on to say that she does later on.  She then says that there are many witches in Salem.  Why would she do this?  Is she lying, too?

8. Tituba realizes that she has power, more power than she ever had over the people in the room.  What does she tell Parris on page 47?  Do you think the Devil told her to do this, or is she explaining how she really feels toward Parris?  Why?

9. Goody Good and Goody Osburn were the first accused by Tituba.  Who was the first person to suggest they were the witches?

10. Abagail, excited by Tituba’s confession, leaps forward and “opens” herself to say that she, too, has been influenced by the Devil.  Betty suddenly wakes up with her own confession of the witches.  Why would these girls do this at this point.  What opportunity are they taking advantage of?

