“Every persecuted individual and race should get much consolation out of the great human law, which is universal and eternal, that merit, no matter under what skin found, is, in the long run, recognized and rewarded.”

“I had to summon a good deal of courage to take a student who had been studying cube root and “banking and discount,” and explain to him that the wisest thing for him to do first was to thoroughly master the multiplication table.”

The individual who can do something that the world wants done will, in the end, make his way regardless of his race.  One man may go into a community prepared to supply the people there with an analysis of Greek sentences.   The community may not at that time be prepared for, or feel the need of, Greek analysis, but it may feel its need of bricks and houses and wagons.  If the man can supply the need for those then, it will lead eventually to a demand for the first product, and with the demand will come the ability to appreciate it and profit by it.
Excerpts of Washington’s speech to the Atlanta Exposition Address

   One-third of the population of the South is of the Negro race.  No enterprise seeking the material, civil, or moral welfare of this section can disregard this element of out population and reach the highest success.

To those of my race who depend on bettering their condition….or who underestimate the importance of cultivating friendly relations with the Southern white man, who is their next-door neighbor, I would say: Cast down your bucket where you are”-cast it down in making friend in ever manly way of the people of all races by whom we are surrounded.

    To those of the white race who look to the incoming of those of foreign birth and strange tongue and habits for the prosperity of the South, …”Cast down your bucket where you are.”  Cast it down among the eight millions of Negros whose habits you know…  In all things that are purely social we can be separate as the fingers, yet one as the hand in all things essential to mutual progress.

The wisest among my race understand that the agitation of questions of social equality is the extremist folly,… No race that has anything to contribute to the markets of the world is long in any degree ostracized.
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