Questions:

1. Arthur Miller describes his surprise at how this movie is being made, when fifty years ago it was unimaginable.  After having read the entire essay, explain his surprise.

2. The essay describes an audience’s reaction to a film of Hitler.  Describe the reaction.  Suggest why the reaction of the audience is somehow inappropriate?  What point is Miller trying to make?

3. What historical fears were present during the 1940’s-1950’s?  What nations were considered threats?  Why were they considered threatening?  Who was the central figure during this time?

4. When Miller states, “Nobody but a fanatic, it seemed, could really say all that he believed.”  What does this mean for American’s basic human rights?  Explain how America’s belief in freedom of speech is at the center of this concern?

5. Analyze what occurred to Miller when he wrote “The Hook.”  How do you think this affects a person’s ability to be an artist?  What criticisms did Miller face?

6. What can you infer about Miller from this quote, “My own marriage of twelve years was teetering and I knew more than wished to know about where the blame lay”?  What does this quote mean, “a clear moral outcry could still spring even from an ambiguously unblemished soul”?

7. Bifurcating an issue means looking at an issue as though there can only be two sides.  Good/evil, black/white, nice/mean show bifurcation represented as opposites, or poles.  Explain how the perception of bifurcated polar positions is represented in this essay.

8. In our present America, the church and state are very separate.  The church handles beliefs, and the state handles unbiased and equal government for all (we hope).  Explain, using examples from this article, how there isn’t the normal separation of church and state in the puritan society.

9. Arthur Miller suggests why the public has allowed horrible acts against one another throughout history.  Use his examples to prove this point.  What is the surprising response often given as to why these acts were permitted by the public?

10. One of the difficult aspects to writing anything based on an actual event is to imitate the language accurately.  How did Miller address these concerns?  What problems did he face?  How did he solve these problems?
11. How did the public and actors and artists cope with the so called Red Scare?  What happened to the productions and performances of many plays?  Explain how the artists and critics reacted to the situation/first performance of The Crucible?

12. What is The Crucible telling audiences now, according to Miller?  Can a work of art talk about things that the author never intended?  Is it wrong to assume a work of art is about sex if the author never intended it to be looked upon in that way?
13. Arthur Miller writes, “And always the crucial damning event was the signing of one's name in "the Devil's book." Some people believe that writing about the wrongs or evils of the past, and having students study the wrongs of the past, just about guarantees that society will repeat these mistakes in the future.  Defend or deny this perspective, based on what you’ve read.

Essay:

After having read the entire essay, explain the allegory present in The Crucible concerning witch hunts (describe the actual witch hunt in Salem, then Miller’s intended allegory).  Then, explain how two situations in the present day could be considered to be witch hunts.  Lastly, describe the similarities/differences between all of them.

A “witch hunt” is when an event or group of people creates a society-wide panic.  The social threat is hunted and either punished or killed.

If you are confused about what a modern equivalent of a witch hunt is, look up “witch hunt” using Wikipedia or Google. 
